
Protection of the Environment 

Required if the proposed project is for the construction of facilities. Please see below for 
supplementary information. 

Most transit projects funded under Section 5311 will be classified by FTA as categorical exclusions. 
Examples of categorical exclusions include purchase of transit vehicles, and purchase of office 
equipment. If the proposed project is for construction or acquisition of facilities or other buildings, 
further evaluation may be required before a determination can be made that the project is a 
categorical exclusion. A Categorical Exclusion (CE) is described in 40 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) 1508.4 and 23 CFR 771, as a project which, based upon experience with similar actions, does not 
individually or cumulatively have a significant environmental effect, and is excluded from the 
requirement to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) or an Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS). Therefore, a project that qualifies as a CE generally requires a lower level of documentation. 
These projects do not bring significant impacts to planned growth or land use for the area; do not 
require the relocation of significant numbers of people; do not have a significant impact on any 
natural, cultural, recreational, historic, or other resources; do not involve significant air, noise, or 
water quality impacts; do not have significant impacts on travel patterns; and do not otherwise 
individually or cumulatively have any significant environmental impacts. 

Types of projects that have been determined by FTA to qualify as CEs, and normally do not require any 
further National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) approvals by FTA, are listed in 23 CFR 771.118(c). 
Additional actions which meet the criteria for a CE but may be designated as CEs only after FTA 
approval are listed in 23 CFR 771.118(d). In these cases, the applicant must submit documentation 
which demonstrates that the specific conditions or criteria for these CEs are satisfied and that 
significant environmental effects will not result. 

To meet the requirements of a CE determination, a proposed project may not be impermissibly 
segmented from a larger project. This means that a project may be proposed to be implemented in 
phases or as part of a larger undertaking, but must still demonstrate independent utility, connect 
logical termini, and should not restrict consideration of alternatives. In order to meet a CE designation, a 
proposed project cannot have substantial controversy on environmental grounds, or significant impact 
to properties protected by Section 4(f) of the US DOT Act (public park and recreation lands, wildlife and 
waterfowl refuges, and historic sites) or Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (cultural 
resources including historic and archaeological sites). The presence of features such as wetlands and 
floodplains within the project area would likely also require additional documentation. 

The applicant should contact the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District Office for 
assistance with determining the level of documentation required. The FDOT will use a description of 
the proposed project, along with any maps or figures to assist with determining if a proposed project is 
likely to meet FTA criteria for a CE. 
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