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2026 Traffic Engineering Manual

This bulletin announces the release of the 2026 Traffic Engineering Manual (TEM), which is available
on the State Traffic Engineering and Operations website:
fdot.gov/traffic/trafficservices/trafficstudies.shtm/traffic-engineering-manual

SUMMARY OF REVISIONS

GENERAL: Updated the Florida Transportation Plans (FTP) sign numbering references to match the Fiscal
Year (FY) 2025-26 Standard Plans for Road and Bridge Construction (Standard Plans) 700 Series.

CHAPTER 1: ADOPTION PROCEDURE

o Editorial changes for clarity in the TEM updates procedure.

CHAPTER 2: SIGNS

2.36 | COMMUNITY WAYFINDING GUIDE SIGNS

Revised Section 2.36.4 to be consistent with Rule 14-51.051 (3).

2.41 | RETROREFLECTIVE STRIPS

Revised Section 2.41.2 - Conditions for Use to be consistent with FDM 230.4.

2.13 | SAFETY BELT USE AND CHILD RESTRAINT LAW SIGNS

Revised Florida Rest Area Safety Belt Law Sign (Figure 2.13-1) under Section 2.13.4 -
Rest Areas and Interstate Welcome Centers to be consistent with F.S. 316.613.
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o CHAPTER 3: SIGNALS
3.8 - CALCULATING RAILROAD TRAFFIC SIGNAL PREEMPTION TIME
= Replaced preemption requirement under Section 3.8.2 - General and referenced FDM
200.4.1 for guidance.

e CHAPTER 4: MARKINGS
4.2 - PAVEMENT WORD, SYMBOL, AND ARROW MARKINGS
= Added guidance under Section 4.2.3 - Route Shield Pavement Markings regarding the use
of route shields for lower speed roadways.

e CHAPTER 5: SPECIALIZED OPERATIONAL TOPICS
52 - CROSSWALK TREATMENTS AT MIDBLOCK LOCATIONS AND
UNSIGNALIZED INTERSECTIONS
= Updated to require five (5) years of crash data as part of an RRFB variation request under
Section 5.2.5.2 — (Selection Criteria) Beacons and Signals.
=  Updated dimensions for the Pedestrian In-Pavement Warning Marking Detail to be
consistent with Standard Plans Index 711-001 under Section 5.2.8.1 — (Treatment Options)
Pavement Markings.

COMMENTARY

All revisions in this bulletin will ensure accurate and consistent implementation.

IMPLEMENTATION

These changes are effective on projects beginning design on or after January 1, 2026, and on projects
currently in the design phase where implementation will not adversely impact production schedules.
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