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Fourth International Workshop on FRP bars for Concrete Structures 

FIRST ANNOINCEMENT 
Fourth International Workshop on FRP Bars for 

Concrete Structures (IW-FRPCS4) 
Workshop Theme: “Advances in concrete reinforcement” 

Date: August 8-9th, 2024 
Location: TBA 

Organizers: 

• Chair: Brahim Benmokrane, Professor of Civil Engineering and Tier-1 Canada Research 

Chair, and Industrial Research Chair, Director CRUSMAC, Dept. of Civil Engineering, 
University of Sherbrooke, Sherbrooke, QC, CANADA 

• Co-Chair: Antonio Nanni, Inaugural Senior Scholar Professor and Chair Dept. of Civil, Arch. & 

Environ. Engineering, University of Miami, Miami, FL, USA 

• Co-Chair: Steven Nolan, Senior Structures Design Engineer, FDOT State Structures 

Design Office, Tallahassee, FL, USA 

Goal of Workshop: Defining a path to broadly implement FRP bars for safe, economical, and 

resilient concrete structures. Non-corrosive FRP rebars are an effective alternative to steel-reinforced 
concrete, with a potential broad market of applications. This workshop is geared for stakeholders 
involved in concrete construction, including owners, manufactures, installers, distributors, engineers, 
architects, and provinces, state, and city/local officials. The workshop aims to define a path to more 
fully implement FRP bar for concrete structures. 

PRELIMINARY TECHNICAL PROGRAM 

August 8, 2024 (8:00-5:00pm) 

• Introductions: (8:00-8:15pm) 

• Session 1a: Owners (US) Perspectives & Lessons Learned (8:15am-10:00am) 
Coffee Break (15 mins) 

• Session 1b: Owners (International) Perspectives & Lessons Learned (10:15am-12:00pm) 
Buffet Lunch 12:00 pm to 1:15 pm 

• Session 2: Contractors & Practitioners Perspective (1:15-3:00pm) 
Coffee Break (15 mins) 

• Session 3a: World Café Brainstorming Breakout Session (3:15-4:15pm) 

• Session 3a: World Café Rollup Session (4:15-5:00pm) 
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Fourth International Workshop on FRP bars for Concrete Structures 

• 
August 9th , 2024 (8:00am - Noon) 

Morning Coffee (30 mins) 

• Session 4: Standards & Specifications Perspective on the use of FRP Rebar (8:00-9:00am 
EDT) 

• Session 5: Advancing FRP Rebar Manufacturing & Product Development to meet Market 
Needs (9:15-10:15am EDT) 
Coffee Break (15 mins) 

• Session 6: FRP Rebar Research Needs and Advancements (10:30am-11:30am) 

• Session 7: Final Discussion & Workshop Closure. (11:30am-12:00pm) 

** In addition to screen recording of the workshop, scribes will be present at each session discussion 
to record issues of concern, agreement and needs raised by attendees for advancing the safe and 
economical deployment of FRP reinforced concrete. These notes will be summarized in preparation 
of a whitepaper similar to the 3rd IW-FRPCS. The whitepaper is expected to be completed by October 
31st for distribution to the attendees as a record of the workshop and voluntary action plan preceding 
the 5th International Workshop in 2024.      

Sponsors & Partners 

• University of Sherbrooke 

• University of Miami 

• Florida Department of Transportation 

• The University of Sherbrooke Research Centre on FRP Composite Materials for 
Structures (CRUSMaC) 

• Natural Science and Engineering Research Council (NSERC) of Canada 

• NSF I/U CRC Center for Integration of Composites into Infrastructure (CICI) 

• University of Southern Queensland 

For more information, please do not hesitate to contact Professor Brahim Benmokrane 

Brahim Benmokrane, Ph.D, P. Eng., FRSC, FACI, FCSCE, FIIFC, FCAE, FEIC, FBEI, FCACSMA, FIAAM 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada (Academy of Science) 
Professor of Civil Engineering 
Tier-1 Canada Research Chair Professor in Advanced Composite Materials for Civil Structures 
Industrial Research Chair Professor in Innovative FRP Reinforcement for Sustainable Concrete Infrastructure 
Director of The University of Sherbrooke Research Centre of Excellence in FRP Composite Materials for 
Structures (CRUSMAC) 
Department of Civil and Building Engineering, 
University of Sherbrooke, Sherbrooke, Quebec, CANADA, J1K 2R1 
E-mail : brahim.benmokrane@usherbrooke.ca; Phone (819) 571-6923 
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