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May 15, 2025 
 
Cathy Kendall 
Director, Office of Technical Services 
Federal Highway Administration 
3500 Financial Plaza, Suite 400 
Tallahassee, Florida 32312 
 
Re: State Specifications Office 
 Section: 334 
 Proposed Specification: 3340504 Superpave Asphalt Concrete 
 
 
Dear Ms. Kendall: 
 
We are submitting, for your approval, two copies of the above referenced Supplemental 
Specification. 
 
The changes are proposed by Gregory Sholar to increase safety measures for coring and the other 
change is related to avoiding project delays when evaluating pavement material that had failing 
test results 
 
Please review and transmit your comments, if any, within two weeks (10 business days). 
Comments should be sent via email daniel.strickland@dot.state.fl.us. 
 
If you have any questions relating to this specification change, please call me at (850) 414-4130. 
 
      Sincerely, 
       
      Signature on File 
       
      Daniel Strickland, P.E. 
      State Specifications Engineer 
 
DS/dh 
Attachment 
cc: Florida Transportation Builders' Assoc. 
 State Construction Engineer
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SUPERPAVE ASPHALT CONCRETE 
(3-18-25) 

SUBARTICLE 334-5.4.3 is deleted and the following substituted: 

  334-5.4.3 Roadway Sampling and Testing Requirements: Obtain five 6 inch 
diameter roadway cores within 24 hours of placement at random locations as directed by the 
Engineer within each sublot. Test these QC samples for density (Gmb) in accordance with 
334-5.1.1. Obtain a minimum of three cores per sublot at random locations as identified by the 
Engineer in situations where the sublot/LOT was closed or terminated before the random 
numbers were reached or where it is impractical to cut five cores per sublot. Do not obtain cores 
any closer than 12 inches from an unsupported edge. The Engineer may adjust randomly 
generated core locations for safety purposes or as the Engineer deems necessary. For core 
locations located one foot from the edge of the travel lane next to live traffic, the Engineer may 
move the core locations to two feet from the edge of the travel lane. Do not perform density 
testing for acceptance in a sublot if the plant random sample for that sublot has not been 
obtained. Maintain traffic during the coring operation; core the roadway, patch the core holes 
(within three days of coring); and trim the cores to the proper thickness prior to density testing. 
   Density for the sublot shall be based on the average value for the cores cut 
from the sublot with the target density being a percentage of the maximum specific gravity (Gmm) 
of the sublot, as defined in the Contract. Once the average density of a sublot has been 
determined, do not retest the samples unless approved by the Engineer. Ensure proper handling 
and storage of all cores until the LOT in question has been accepted. 
 
 

SUBARTICLE 334-5.9.5 is deleted and the following substituted: 

  334-5.9.5 Defective Material: Assume responsibility for removing and replacing 
all defective material placed on the project, at no cost to the Department. 
   As an exception to the above and upon approval of the Engineer, obtain an 
engineering analysis in accordance with Section 6 by an independent laboratory (as approved by 
the Engineer) to determine the disposition of the material. The engineering analysis must be 
signed and sealed by a Professional Engineer licensed in the State of Florida. 
   The Engineer may determine that an engineering analysis is not necessary 
or may perform an engineering analysis to determine the disposition of the material. 
   Any material that remains in place will be accepted with a CPF as 
determined by 334-8, or as determined by the Engineer. 
   If the defective material is due to a failure of high air voids, gradation, 
asphalt binder content, roadway density, or asphalt binder grade, upon the approval of the 
Engineer the Contractor may perform delineation tests on roadway cores in lieu of an 
engineering analysis to determine the limits of the defective material that may require removal 
and replacement. Prior to any delineation testing, all sampling locations shall be approved by the 
Engineer. Submit the delineation plan within 30 days of notification of the failure. All 
delineation sampling and testing shall be monitored and verified by the Engineer. For materials 
that are defective due to low air voids, an engineering analysis is required. 
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   When evaluating defective material by engineering analysis or delineation 
testing, at a minimum, evaluate all material located between passing QC, PC or IV test results. 
Any additional PC samples obtained in the same work shift after an IV sample has been obtained 
shall include enough material for three complete sets of tests (PC, IV and IV check samples) in 
the event the Contractor requests using the PC test results for engineering analysis or delineation. 
These additional PC samples must compare with verified IV test results as determined by the 
comparison process of 334-5.7.1 in order to be used for engineering analysis or delineation. 
Exceptions to this requirement shall be approved by the Engineer. 
 
 
  



 

www.fdot.gov 

SUPERPAVE ASPHALT CONCRETE 
(3-18-25) 

SUBARTICLE 334-5.4.3 is deleted and the following substituted: 

  334-5.4.3 Roadway Sampling and Testing Requirements: Obtain five 6 inch 
diameter roadway cores within 24 hours of placement at random locations as directed by the 
Engineer within each sublot. Test these QC samples for density (Gmb) in accordance with 
334-5.1.1. Obtain a minimum of three cores per sublot at random locations as identified by the 
Engineer in situations where the sublot/LOT was closed or terminated before the random 
numbers were reached or where it is impractical to cut five cores per sublot. Do not obtain cores 
any closer than 12 inches from an unsupported edge. The Engineer may adjust randomly 
generated core locations for safety purposes or as the Engineer deems necessary. For core 
locations located one foot from the edge of the travel lane next to live traffic, the Engineer may 
move the core locations to two feet from the edge of the travel lane. Do not perform density 
testing for acceptance in a sublot if the plant random sample for that sublot has not been 
obtained. Maintain traffic during the coring operation; core the roadway, patch the core holes 
(within three days of coring); and trim the cores to the proper thickness prior to density testing. 
   Density for the sublot shall be based on the average value for the cores cut 
from the sublot with the target density being a percentage of the maximum specific gravity (Gmm) 
of the sublot, as defined in the Contract. Once the average density of a sublot has been 
determined, do not retest the samples unless approved by the Engineer. Ensure proper handling 
and storage of all cores until the LOT in question has been accepted. 
 
 

SUBARTICLE 334-5.9.5 is deleted and the following substituted: 

  334-5.9.5 Defective Material: Assume responsibility for removing and replacing 
all defective material placed on the project, at no cost to the Department. 
   As an exception to the above and upon approval of the Engineer, obtain an 
engineering analysis in accordance with Section 6 by an independent laboratory (as approved by 
the Engineer) to determine the disposition of the material. The engineering analysis must be 
signed and sealed by a Professional Engineer licensed in the State of Florida. 
   The Engineer may determine that an engineering analysis is not necessary 
or may perform an engineering analysis to determine the disposition of the material. 
   Any material that remains in place will be accepted with a CPF as 
determined by 334-8, or as determined by the Engineer. 
   If the defective material is due to a failure of high air voids, gradation, 
asphalt binder content, roadway density, or asphalt binder grade, upon the approval of the 
Engineer the Contractor may perform delineation tests on roadway cores in lieu of an 
engineering analysis to determine the limits of the defective material that may require removal 
and replacement. Prior to any delineation testing, all sampling locations shall be approved by the 
Engineer. Submit the delineation plan within 30 days of notification of the failure. All 
delineation sampling and testing shall be monitored and verified by the Engineer. For materials 
that are defective due to low air voids, an engineering analysis is required. 
   When evaluating defective material by engineering analysis or delineation 
testing, at a minimum, evaluate all material located between passing QC, PC or IV test results. 



 

www.fdot.gov 

Any additional PC samples obtained in the same work shift after an IV sample has been obtained 
shall include enough material for three complete sets of tests (PC, IV and IV check samples) in 
the event the Contractor requests using the PC test results for engineering analysis or delineation. 
These additional PC samples must compare with verified IV test results as determined by the 
comparison process of 334-5.7.1 in order to be used for engineering analysis or delineation. 
Exceptions to this requirement shall be approved by the Engineer. 
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