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Khoa Nguyen 
Director, Office of Technical Services 
Federal Highway Administration 
3500 Financial Plaza, Suite 400 
Tallahassee, Florida 32312 

Re: State Specifications Office 
Section: 711 
Proposed Specification: 7110400 Thermoplastic Pavement Markings. 

Dear Mr. Nguyen: 

We are submitting, for your approval, two copies of the above referenced Supplemental 
Specification. 

The changes are proposed by Ed Cashman to clarify instructions for preformed markings. 

Please review and transmit your comments, if any, within two weeks. Comments should be sent 
via email to dan.hurtado@dot.state.fl.us. 

If you have any questions relating to this specification change, please call me at 414-4130. 

      Sincerely, 
       
      Signature on file 
       
      Dan Hurtado, P.E. 
      State Specifications Engineer 

DH/rf 
Attachment 
cc: Florida Transportation Builders' Assoc. 

State Construction Engineer 

https://dan.hurtado@dot.state.fl.us
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THERMOPLASTIC PAVEMENT MARKINGS 
(REV 54-20-19) 

ARTICLE 711-4 is deleted and the following substituted: 

711-4 Application. 
711-4.1 General: Remove existing pavement markings such that scars or traces of 

removed markings will not conflict with new pavement markings by a method approved by the 
Engineer. Cost for removing conflicting pavement markings during maintenance of traffic 
operations to be included in Maintenance of Traffic, Lump Sum.Remove existing thermoplastic 
pavement markings using a method approved by the Engineer such that pavement surface scars 
or traces of the removed thermoplastic pavement markings will not conflict with new pavement 
markings. Do not use paint to blackout, hide, or disguise existing pavement markings. 
  Before applying pavement markings, remove any material that would adversely 
affect the bond of the pavement markings by a method approved by the Engineer. 
  Before applying pavement markings to any portland cement concrete surface, 
apply a primer, sealer, or surface preparation adhesive of the type recommended by the 
manufacturer. Offset longitudinal lines at least 2 inches from any longitudinal joints of portland 
cement concrete pavement. 
  Apply pavement markings to dry surfaces only, and when the ambient air and 
surface temperature is at least 50ºF and rising for asphalt surfaces and 60°F and rising for 
concrete surfaces. 
  Apply pavement markings to the same tolerances in dimensions and in alignment 
specified in 710-5. When applying pavement markings over existing markings, ensure that no 
more than 2 inches on either end and not more than 1 inch on either side of the existing line is 
visible. 
  Apply thermoplastic material to the pavement by extrusion or other means 
approved by the Engineer. 
  When thermoplastic pavement markings are to be removed and replaced, apply 
new thermoplastic pavement markings prior to opening to traffic. 
  Conduct field tests in accordance with FM 5-541.Take test readings representative 
of the pavement marking performance. Remove and replace pavement markings not meeting the 
requirements of this Section at no additional cost to the Department. 
  With the exception of short-term raised rumble strips, wait at least 14 days after 
constructing the final asphalt surface course to place thermoplastic pavement markings. 
Installation of thermoplastic on concrete requires a clean, dry surface. Follow the manufacturer’s 
recommendations for surface preparation for thermoplastic on concrete. Provide temporary 
pavement markings during the interim period prior to opening the road to traffic. 

SUBARTICLE 711-4.4.3 is deleted and the following substituted:   

  711-4.4.3 Preformed Markings: These markings are factory supplied with glass 
spheres and skid resistant material. No additional glass spheres or skid resistant material should 
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be applied during installation.Apply glass spheres and skid resistant material in accordance with 
the manufacturer’s instructions. 

ARTICLE 711-10 is deleted and the following is substituted: 

711-10 Method of Measurement. 
The quantities, authorized and acceptably applied, under this Section will be paid as 

follows: 
  1. The length, in gross miles, of solid, 10’-30’ skip, 3’-9’ dotted, 6’-10’ dotted, 2’-
2’ dotted, and 2’-4’ dotted lines. 
  2. The length, in linear feet, of transverse lines, diagonal lines, chevrons, and 
parking spaces. 
  3. The number of pavement messages, symbols, and arrows. Each arrow is paid as 
a complete marking, regardless of the number of “points” or directions. 
  4. The area, in square feet, for removal of existing thermoplastic pavement 
markings acceptably removed. Payment for removal of thermoplastic pavement conflicting 
markings will only be made for locations where the existing pavement surface is to remainin 
accordance with 102-5.8. Payment for removal of non-conflicting markings will be paid 
separately. 

The gross mile measurement will be taken as the distance from the beginning of the 
thermoplastic line to the end of the thermoplastic line and will include the unmarked gaps for 
skip and dotted lines. The gross mile measurement will not include designated unmarked lengths 
at intersections, turn lanes, etc. Final measurement will be determined by plan dimensions or 
stations, subject to 9-1.3.1. 
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THERMOPLASTIC PAVEMENT MARKINGS 
(REV 5-20-19) 

ARTICLE 711-4 is deleted and the following substituted: 

711-4 Application. 
711-4.1 General: Remove existing thermoplastic pavement markings using a method 

approved by the Engineer such that pavement surface scars or traces of the removed 
thermoplastic pavement markings will not conflict with new pavement markings. Do not use 
paint to blackout, hide, or disguise existing pavement markings. 
  Before applying pavement markings, remove any material that would adversely 
affect the bond of the pavement markings by a method approved by the Engineer. 
  Before applying pavement markings to any portland cement concrete surface, 
apply a primer, sealer, or surface preparation adhesive of the type recommended by the 
manufacturer. Offset longitudinal lines at least 2 inches from any longitudinal joints of portland 
cement concrete pavement. 
  Apply pavement markings to dry surfaces only, and when the ambient air and 
surface temperature is at least 50ºF and rising for asphalt surfaces and 60°F and rising for 
concrete surfaces. 
  Apply pavement markings to the same tolerances in dimensions and in alignment 
specified in 710-5. When applying pavement markings over existing markings, ensure that no 
more than 2 inches on either end and not more than 1 inch on either side of the existing line is 
visible. 
  Apply thermoplastic material to the pavement by extrusion or other means 
approved by the Engineer. 
  When thermoplastic pavement markings are to be removed and replaced, apply 
new thermoplastic pavement markings prior to opening to traffic. 
  Conduct field tests in accordance with FM 5-541.Take test readings representative 
of the pavement marking performance. Remove and replace pavement markings not meeting the 
requirements of this Section at no additional cost to the Department. 
  With the exception of short-term raised rumble strips, wait at least 14 days after 
constructing the final asphalt surface course to place thermoplastic pavement markings. 
Installation of thermoplastic on concrete requires a clean, dry surface. Follow the manufacturer’s 
recommendations for surface preparation for thermoplastic on concrete. Provide temporary 
pavement markings during the interim period prior to opening the road to traffic. 

SUBARTICLE 711-4.4.3 is deleted and the following substituted:   

  711-4.4.3 Preformed Markings: These markings are factory supplied with glass 
spheres and skid resistant material. Apply glass spheres and skid resistant material in accordance 
with the manufacturer’s instructions. 
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ARTICLE 711-10 is deleted and the following is substituted: 

711-10 Method of Measurement. 
The quantities, authorized and acceptably applied, under this Section will be paid as 

follows: 
  1. The length, in gross miles, of solid, 10’-30’ skip, 3’-9’ dotted, 6’-10’ dotted, 2’-
2’ dotted, and 2’-4’ dotted lines. 
  2. The length, in linear feet, of transverse lines, diagonal lines, chevrons, and 
parking spaces. 
  3. The number of pavement messages, symbols, and arrows. Each arrow is paid as 
a complete marking, regardless of the number of “points” or directions. 
  4. The area, in square feet, for removal of existing thermoplastic pavement 
markings acceptably removed. Payment for removal of thermoplastic pavement markings will 
only be made for locations where the existing pavement surface is to remain. 

The gross mile measurement will be taken as the distance from the beginning of the 
thermoplastic line to the end of the thermoplastic line and will include the unmarked gaps for 
skip and dotted lines. The gross mile measurement will not include designated unmarked lengths 
at intersections, turn lanes, etc. Final measurement will be determined by plan dimensions or 
stations, subject to 9-1.3.1. 
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