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SECRETARY 

 
 
June 21, 2016 
 
Khoa Nguyen 
Director, Office of Technical Services 
Federal Highway Administration 
3500 Financial Plaza, Suite 400 
Tallahassee, Florida 32312 
 
Re: State Specifications Office 
 Section 334 
 Proposed Specification: 3340102.D01 Superpave Asphalt Concrete. 
 
Dear Mr. Nguyen: 
 
We are submitting, for your approval, two copies of the above referenced Supplemental 
Specification. An additional revision, highlighted in the attached copies, was made in response to 
a comment from Rafiq Darji. 
 
The changes are proposed by Greg Sholar of the State Materials Office (SMO) to update the 
language for current Department practice.  
 
Please review and transmit your comments, if any, within two weeks. Comments should be sent 
via email to dan.hurtado@dot.state.fl.us. 
 
If you have any questions relating to this specification change, please call me at 414-4130. 
 
      Sincerely, 
       
      Signature on file 
       
      Dan Hurtado, P.E. 
      State Specifications Engineer 
 
DH/dt 
Attachment 
cc: Florida Transportation Builders' Assoc. 
 State Construction Engineer
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SUPERPAVE ASPHALT CONCRETE. 

(REV 5-6-166-21-16) 

SUBARTICLE 334-1.2 is deleted and the following substituted: 

 334-1.2 Traffic Levels: The requirements for Type SP Asphalt Concrete mixtures are 
based on the design traffic level of the project, expressed in 18,000 pound Equivalent Single 
Axle Loads (ESAL’s). The five traffic levels are as shown in Table 334-1. 
 

Table 334-1
Superpave Traffic Levels

Traffic Level  Traffic Level (1x106 ESAL’s) 
A  <0.3
B  0.3 to <3
C  3 to <10
D  10 to <30
E  ≥30

 
  The traffic levels for the project are as specified in the Contract Documents. A 
Type SP mix one traffic level higher than the traffic level specified in the Contract Documents 
may be substituted, at no cost to the Department (i.e., Traffic Level BD may be substituted for 
Traffic Level AC, etc.). As an exception, the same traffic level and binder type that is used for 
the mainline traffic lanes may be placed in the shoulder at no additional cost to the Department. 
 
 

SUBARTICLE 334-3.2.1 is deleted and the following substituted: 

  334-3.2.1 General: Design the asphalt mixture in accordance with 
AASHTO R 35-12, except as noted herein. Prior to the production of any asphalt mixture, submit 
the proposed mix design with supporting test data indicating compliance with all mix design 
criteria to the Engineer. For Traffic Level B through E mix designs, include representative 
samples of all component materials, including asphalt binder. Allow the State Materials Engineer 
a maximum of four weeks to either conditionally verify or reject the mix as designed. For a 
Traffic Level A mixture, meet the mix design criteria for a Traffic Level B mixture and for a 
Traffic Level ED mixture meet the mix design criteria for a Traffic Level DE mixture. 
   Do not use more than four mix designs per nominal maximum aggregate 
size per traffic level per binder grade per year, where the year starts at the Notice to Proceed. 
Exceeding this limitation will result in a maximum Composite Pay Factor (CPF) of 1.00 as 
defined in 334-8.2 for all designs used beyond this limit. 
   Warm mix technologies (additives, foaming techniques, etc.) listed on the 
Department’s website may be used in the production of the mix. The URL for obtaining this 
information, if available, is: 
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/statematerialsoffice/quality/programs/warmmixasphalt/index.shtm. 
   The Engineer will consider any marked variations from original test data 
for a mix design or any evidence of inadequate field performance of a mix design as sufficient 
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evidence that the properties of the mix design have changed, and the Engineer will no longer 
allow the use of the mix design. 
 
 

SUBARTICLE 334-5.6.2 is deleted and the following substituted: 

  334-5.6.2 Roadway Samples: In the event of an unfavorable comparison between 
the Contractor’s QC test data and the Engineer’s Verification test data on the density results, the 
Resolution laboratory will test all of the cores from the LOT. Testing will be as described in 334-
5.1.1. Any damaged roadway cores will not be included in the evaluation; replace damaged cores 
with additional cores at the direction of the Engineer. 
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SUPERPAVE ASPHALT CONCRETE. 

(REV 6-21-16) 

SUBARTICLE 334-1.2 is deleted and the following substituted: 

 334-1.2 Traffic Levels: The requirements for Type SP Asphalt Concrete mixtures are 
based on the design traffic level of the project, expressed in 18,000 pound Equivalent Single 
Axle Loads (ESAL’s). The five traffic levels are as shown in Table 334-1. 
 

Table 334-1
Superpave Traffic Levels

Traffic Level  Traffic Level (1x106 ESAL’s) 
A  <0.3
B  0.3 to <3
C  3 to <10
D  10 to <30
E  ≥30

 
  The traffic levels for the project are as specified in the Contract Documents. A 
Type SP mix one traffic level higher than the traffic level specified in the Contract Documents 
may be substituted, at no cost to the Department (i.e., Traffic Level D may be substituted for 
Traffic Level C, etc.). As an exception, the same traffic level and binder type that is used for the 
mainline traffic lanes may be placed in the shoulder at no additional cost to the Department. 
 
 

SUBARTICLE 334-3.2.1 is deleted and the following substituted: 

  334-3.2.1 General: Design the asphalt mixture in accordance with 
AASHTO R 35-12, except as noted herein. Prior to the production of any asphalt mixture, submit 
the proposed mix design with supporting test data indicating compliance with all mix design 
criteria to the Engineer. For Traffic Level B through E mix designs, include representative 
samples of all component materials, including asphalt binder. Allow the State Materials Engineer 
a maximum of four weeks to either conditionally verify or reject the mix as designed. For a 
Traffic Level A mixture, meet the mix design criteria for a Traffic Level B mixture and for a 
Traffic Level D mixture meet the mix design criteria for a Traffic Level E mixture. 
   Do not use more than four mix designs per nominal maximum aggregate 
size per traffic level per binder grade per year, where the year starts at the Notice to Proceed. 
Exceeding this limitation will result in a maximum Composite Pay Factor (CPF) of 1.00 as 
defined in 334-8.2 for all designs used beyond this limit. 
   Warm mix technologies (additives, foaming techniques, etc.) listed on the 
Department’s website may be used in the production of the mix. The URL for obtaining this 
information, if available, is: 
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/statematerialsoffice/quality/programs/warmmixasphalt/index.shtm. 
   The Engineer will consider any marked variations from original test data 
for a mix design or any evidence of inadequate field performance of a mix design as sufficient 
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evidence that the properties of the mix design have changed, and the Engineer will no longer 
allow the use of the mix design. 
 
 

SUBARTICLE 334-5.6.2 is deleted and the following substituted: 

  334-5.6.2 Roadway Samples: In the event of an unfavorable comparison between 
the Contractor’s QC test data and the Engineer’s Verification test data on the density results, the 
Resolution laboratory will test all of the cores from the LOT. Testing will be as described in 334-
5.1.1. 
 
 


