
   

Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 
GOVERNOR 

605 Suwannee Street 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-0450

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E.
SECRETARY 

 
January 18, 2012 
 
Monica Gourdine 
Program Operations Engineer 
Federal Highway Administration 
545 John Knox Road, Suite 200 
Tallahassee, Florida 32303 
 
Re: Office of Design, Specifications 
 Section 300 
 Proposed Specification: 3000804 Prime and Tack Coats. 
 
Dear Ms. Gourdine: 
 
We are submitting, for your approval, two copies of the above referenced Supplemental 
Specification.  
 
These changes were proposed by Greg Sholar of the State Materials Office to increase the 
minimum tack coat application rate for consistency with current industry standards and to revise 
the title. 
 
Please review and transmit your comments, if any, within two weeks. Comments should be sent 
via Email to SP965RP or rudy.powell@dot.state.fl.us. 
 
If you have any questions relating to this specification change, please call Rudy Powell, State 
Specifications Engineer at 414-4280. 
 
      Sincerely, 
       
      Signature on file 
       
      Rudy Powell, Jr., P.E. 
      State Specifications Engineer 
 
RP/dt 
Attachment 
cc: Calvin Johnson, Chief Civil Litigation 
 Florida Transportation Builders' Assoc. 
 State Construction Engineer
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PRIME AND TACK COATS. 

(REV 12-2-11) 

Section Title (Page 237) is deleted and the following substituted: 

SECTION 300 
PRIME AND TACK COATS FOR BASE COURSES 

 
 

SUBARTICLE 300-8.4 (of the Supplemental Specifications) is deleted and the 
following substituted: 

 300-8.4 Rate of Application: Use a rate of application as defined in Table  300-1. 
Control the rate of application to be within plus or minus 0.01 gal.lon per square yard of 
the target application rate. The target application rate may be adjusted by the Engineer to 
meet specific field conditions. Determine and record the rate of application a minimum of 
twice per day, once at the beginning of each day’s production and again as needed to 
control the operation. When using RA-550, multiply the target rate of application by 0.6. 
 

Table 300-1 
Tack Coat Application Rates 

Asphalt Mixture Type Underlying Pavement Surface 
Target Tack Rate

(gal/yd2) 

Base Course, Structural Course, 
Dense Graded Friction Course 

Newly Constructed Asphalt Layers
0.020.03 
minimum 

Milled Surface or Oxidized and 
Cracked Pavement 

0.06 

Concrete Pavement 0.08 

Open Graded Friction Course 
Newly Constructed Asphalt Layers 0.05 

Milled Surface 0.07 
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PRIME AND TACK COATS. 

(REV 12-2-11) 

Section Title (Page 237) is deleted and the following substituted: 

SECTION 300 
PRIME AND TACK COATS 

 
 

SUBARTICLE 300-8.4 (of the Supplemental Specifications) is deleted and the 
following substituted: 

 300-8.4 Rate of Application: Use a rate of application as defined in Table 300-1. 
Control the rate of application to be within plus or minus 0.01 gallon per square yard of 
the target application rate. The target application rate may be adjusted by the Engineer to 
meet specific field conditions. Determine and record the rate of application a minimum of 
twice per day, once at the beginning of each day’s production and again as needed to 
control the operation. When using RA-550, multiply the target rate of application by 0.6. 
 

Table 300-1 
Tack Coat Application Rates 

Asphalt Mixture Type Underlying Pavement Surface 
Target Tack Rate

(gal/yd2) 

Base Course, Structural Course, 
Dense Graded Friction Course 

Newly Constructed Asphalt Layers 0.03 minimum 
Milled Surface or Oxidized and 

Cracked Pavement 
0.06 

Concrete Pavement 0.08 

Open Graded Friction Course 
Newly Constructed Asphalt Layers 0.05 

Milled Surface 0.07 
 
 


