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SECRETARY 

 

 

August 11, 2008 
 
Dr. Leslie McCarthy, PhD, P.E. 
Program Operations Engineer 
Federal Highway Administration 
545 John Knox Road, Suite 200 
Tallahassee, Florida 32303 
 
Re: Office of Design, Specifications 
 Section 320 
 Proposed Specification: 3200501.D01-Hot Bituminous Mixtures-Plants, Methods and 

Equipment 
 
Dear Dr. McCarthy: 
 
We are submitting, for your approval, two copies of the above referenced Supplemental 
Specification.  
Please review and transmit your comments, if any, within four weeks. Comments should be sent 
via Email to ST986RP or rudy.powell@dot.state.fl.us. 
 
If you have any questions relating to this specification change, please call Rudy Powell, State 
Specifications Engineer at 414-4110. 
 
      Sincerely, 
       
 
      Rudy Powell, Jr., P.E. 
      State Specifications Engineer 
 
RP/dm 
Attachment 
cc: Gregory Jones, General Counsel 
 Florida Transportation Builders' Assoc. 
 State Construction Engineer 
 
 



3200501.D01 
All Jobs 

 

HOT BITUMINOUS MIXTURES -PLANT, METHODS, AND EQUIPMENT. 
(REV 5-12-086-30-08) 

SUBARTICLE 320-5.1 (Page 240) is deleted and the following substituted: 

320-5 Paving Equipment. 
320-5.1 Mechanical Spreading and Screeding Equipment: 

  320-5.1.1 General: Provide mechanical spreading and screeding 
equipment of an approved type that is self-propelled and can be steered. Equip it with a 
receiving and distribution hopper and a mechanical screed. Use a mechanical screed 
capable of adjustment to regulate the depth of material spread and to produce the desired 
cross-section. 
  320-5.1.2 Automatic Screed Control: For all asphalt courses, placed with 
mechanical spreading and finishing equipment, equip the paving machine with automatic 
longitudinal screed controls of either the skid type, traveling stringline type, or non-
contact averaging ski type. Ensure that the length of the skid, traveling stringline, or non-
contact averaging ski is at least 25 feet. On the final layer of base, overbuild, and 
structural courses, and for friction courses, use the joint matcher in lieu of the skid, 
traveling stringline, or non-contact averaging ski on all passes after the initial pass. 
Furnish a paving machine equipped with electronic transverse screed controls when 
required by the Contract Documents. 
  320-5.1.3 Inflation of Tires: When using paving machines equipped with 
pneumatic tires, the Engineer may require that the tires be ballasted. 
  320-5.1.4 Screed Width: Provide paving machines on full width lanes 
that have a screed width greater than 8 feet. Do not use extendable screed strike-off 
devices that do not provide preliminary compaction of the mat in place of fixed screed 
extensions. The Contractor may use a strike-off device on irregular areas that would 
normally be done by hand and on shoulders 4 feet or less in width. When using the strike-
off device on shoulders in lieu of an adjustable screed extension, the Contractor must 
demonstrate the ability to obtain an acceptable texture, density, and thickness. 
   When using an extendable screed device to extend the screed’s 
width on the full width lane or shoulder by 24 inches or greater, the Engineer will require 
an auger extension, paddle, or kicker device unless the Contractor provides written 
documentation from the manufacturer that these are not necessary. 
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HOT BITUMINOUS MIXTURES -PLANT, METHODS, AND EQUIPMENT. 
(REV 6-30-08) 

SUBARTICLE 320-5.1 (Page 240) is deleted and the following substituted: 

320-5 Paving Equipment. 
320-5.1 Mechanical Spreading and Screeding Equipment: 

  320-5.1.1 General: Provide mechanical spreading and screeding 
equipment of an approved type that is self-propelled and can be steered. Equip it with a 
receiving and distribution hopper and a mechanical screed. Use a mechanical screed 
capable of adjustment to regulate the depth of material spread and to produce the desired 
cross-section. 
  320-5.1.2 Automatic Screed Control: For all asphalt courses, placed with 
mechanical spreading and finishing equipment, equip the paving machine with automatic 
longitudinal screed controls of either the skid type, traveling stringline type, or non-
contact averaging ski type. Ensure that the length of the skid, traveling stringline, or non-
contact averaging ski is at least 25 feet. On the final layer of base, overbuild, and 
structural courses, and for friction courses, use the joint matcher in lieu of the skid, 
traveling stringline, or non-contact averaging ski on all passes after the initial pass. 
Furnish a paving machine equipped with electronic transverse screed controls. 
  320-5.1.3 Inflation of Tires: When using paving machines equipped with 
pneumatic tires, the Engineer may require that the tires be ballasted. 
  320-5.1.4 Screed Width: Provide paving machines on full width lanes 
that have a screed width greater than 8 feet. Do not use extendable screed strike-off 
devices that do not provide preliminary compaction of the mat in place of fixed screed 
extensions. The Contractor may use a strike-off device on irregular areas that would 
normally be done by hand and on shoulders 4 feet or less in width. When using the strike-
off device on shoulders in lieu of an adjustable screed extension, the Contractor must 
demonstrate the ability to obtain an acceptable texture, density, and thickness. 
   When using an extendable screed device to extend the screed’s 
width on the full width lane or shoulder by 24 inches or greater, the Engineer will require 
an auger extension, paddle, or kicker device unless the Contractor provides written 
documentation from the manufacturer that these are not necessary. 
 
 


