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O&M Letter of Intent 
Pursuant to Section 12.3.1 AH Vol. 1, an acceptable operation and maintenance (O&M) entity shall have the financial, administrative, and legal capability to access, monitor, operate, and maintain its permitted projects. As a state agency, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT)[footnoteRef:2] is identified under Section 12.3.1(c), AH Vol. 1, as an acceptable entity for ensuring that an activity will be operated and maintained in compliance with the requirements of Section 373.416(2), F.S., and Chapter 62-330, F.A.C.  Per Section 12.3.2, AH Vol. 1, FDOT provides this document as its letter of intent to accept responsibility for the operation and maintenance of the entire stormwater management system(s) associated with the above referenced permit number.  [2:  “FDOT” herein refers to both the Florida Department of Transportation and the Florida Turnpike Enterprise.  ] 


Comprehensive O&M Program 
Section 12.4.1 AH Vol. I requires preparation of an operation and maintenance (O&M) plan to describe the O&M activities necessary to ensure the stormwater management system’s perpetual performance.  Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permittees subject to Chapter 62-624, F.A.C. (MS4 Entity) are not required to submit a separate O&M Plan but shall instead conduct operation and maintenance of the ERP-permitted stormwater management systems in accordance with their MS4 permit requirements and any associated stormwater management program requirements.  
FDOT is an MS4 Entity throughout most of the state and has developed a comprehensive stormwater management program which includes inspection and maintenance activities to ensure perpetual operation and maintenance of the FDOT’s permitted stormwater management systems. This comprehensive O&M program is consistent with the MS4 stormwater management program and is applicable within those areas where FDOT is an MS4 Entity. For those ERP projects which extend outside of permitted MS4 areas (i.e., non-regulated MS4 areas), FDOT is implementing the same consistent and comprehensive statewide O&M Program as described herein. 
To meet the requirements of Section 12.4.1 AH Vol. 1, FDOT, in coordination with FDEP, has agreed to apply this comprehensive O&M Program on a statewide basis.  The FDEP and FDOT therefore have agreed that separate or individual O&M Plan submittals are not required as the O&M activities for the above referenced project will be implemented pursuant to FDOT’s statewide Comprehensive O&M Program.  
FDOT’s Comprehensive O&M Program includes the following:
· Statewide Stormwater Management Plan (SSWMP) provides inspection frequencies and O&M requirements for various stormwater best management practices (BMPs).  
· Maintenance Guide for Stormwater Assets (SWAM) establishes minimum statewide standards for FDOT for the routine maintenance of various stormwater management systems. These minimum standards and rating system work in conjunction with FDOT’s MRP as described below. 
· Maintenance Rating Program (MRP) is a uniform evaluation system for maintenance features of the State Highway System. It’s defined as a method of conducting a visual and mechanical evaluation of routine highway maintenance conditions. The purpose of this evaluation is to provide information that should be used to schedule and prioritize routine maintenance activities, identify periodic maintenance needs, and provide uniform maintenance conditions that meet established FDOT objectives.
· Stormwater Asset Management System (SAMS) is the FDOT’s statewide GIS-based  system that tracks and houses inventory, inspection, and maintenance needs data for its stormwater assets.
These resources can be accessed on FDOT Office of Maintenance’s website: https://www.fdot.gov/maintenance/divisions.shtm 

O&M Inspection & Reporting
FDOT’s compliance with Sections 12.5 and 12.6, AH Vol. I, will be met by conducting inspections and maintenance of its ERP-permitted stormwater management systems in accordance with its Comprehensive O&M Program. This Comprehensive O&M Program ensures that the operation and maintenance activities are sufficient to perpetually maintain the performance of the ERP stormwater management system so that it functions as designed and permitted. 
Associated inspection reports and maintenance need requests that keep the stormwater management systems operating properly are maintained within the GIS-based SAMS system. Information regarding a stormwater management system’s O&M status or inspection results are available upon request to the FDOT listed ERP permittee contact and will be provided within thirty days of request unless a more rapid delivery is requested for such reasons as the potential for the activity harm to water quality, water resources, public health, or public safety.

Statement of Intent
The Florida Department of Transportation is both a state agency and an MS4 Entity.  The Florida Department of Transportation accepts responsibility for the operation and maintenance of the permitted system and has the financial capability and obligated funding to ensure the perpetual operation and maintenance of the stormwater management system. 
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