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District Directors of Transportation Development, District Directors of
Operations, District Design Engineers, District Maintenance Engineers, District

Traffic Operations Engineers, District Utilities Engineers/Adi1i.strators, lans

Preparation Manual Holders (,l r
David C. O'Hagan, P. E., State Roadway Design Enginee~ ,

Brian Blanchard, Duane Brautigam, Tim Lattner, Mark Wilson, Thomas Bane,
and Chris Richter (FHWA)

Accommodating Aboveground Fixed Utilities (AFUs)

BACKGROUND:

Rule Chapter 14-46.001, F.A.C "Utility Installation or Adjustment" and the Procedure 710-020
00 I-g "20 I0 UAM Utility Accommodation Manual" were incorporated into State Law on
January 30, 2011 and were effective immediately. On February 2, 2010, FHWA approved the
2010 UAM as meeting current federal requirements. Consequently, the Plans Preparation
Manual (PPM) is being revised for publication in January 2012 to include new instructions that
comply with the Rule and Procedure.

REQUIREMENTS:

I. Until these new instructions are published, please use the attached flowcharts titled
DESIGNER'S GUIDANCE FOR ABOVEGOUND FIXED UTILITIES (AFUs) when
accommodating these roadside features such as utility poles.
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2. The following revisions to the current PPM are necessary:

A. Chapter 2 - Design Geometries and Criteria: Eliminate Table 2.11.3

Table 2.11.3 MeFizeRtal CleaFaRGe foF Utility IRstallatieRs

July 6, 2011

ABOVI5
GROUND
OBJI5CTS

See tile lJtility Assommodation Manual (VAM), (Topis No, 710 020 001) fer
l1erizeRtal slearaRse sriteria fer ~liIities.

Tile VAM is availallie eRliRe at:

I1lte: ,4"1...........aet. state.11. ~slrEI aesia RI~ti Iitiesl

B. Chapter 21 - Transportation Design for Livable Communities: Eliminate Table
2\.2

Table 21.2 MOFizoRtal CleaFaRGe te Utility IRstallatieRs

ABOVI5
GROUND
OBJI5CTS

See tile tltility Assommodation Manual (VAM), (Topis No. 710 020 001) fer
R9Rz8Atai slear3Rse sRlaFia fer '=Itilities.

Tile VAM is availallie eRliRe at:

I1lte:/AwN... aet.state.II.~slrElaesiaRMilitiesl

C. Chapter 23 -'. Exceptions and Variations: Modify 4th paragraph 4 as follows:

23.3 Approval

Approval is required from the District Design Engineer or Turnpike Design Engineer for
the following:
• Design Exceptions.
• Utility ~l{GeptiaR6.

• Design Variations.
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July 6, 2011

D. Chapter 25 - Florida's Design Criteria for Resurfacing, Restorations and
Rehabilitation (RRR) of Streets and Highways: Eliminate Table 25.4.14.4 and
Section 25.4.20.

Table 25.4.14.4 Merizental Clearanse fer Utility Installatiens

A80VE
GROUND
08JECTS

25.4.20

See tile /Jtility Assommodation Manual (/JAM), (Top's No. 710 0.20 001) fer
~eA;!BRlal slearaRse sAleria fer ~tililies.

T~e /JAM is a\lailalale BRliRe at:

Rtte:tA'A'AV.det.6tate.~.Y6tFdgesiQR/1:lItilitiesl

Utilities (Undergrellnd and O'Jerhead)

F4orizontal GlearanGe Griteria are §iven in Table 25.4.14.4 and in the (Jt#ity
AGGommodatieR MaRl/aS (!JAM). Additional GlearanGe Griteria are folJnd in the (JAM.

IMPLEMENTATION:

These changes are effective immediately on all projects

CONTACTS:

If you have any questions, please contact:

Thomas Bane, P.E., State Utilities Engineer

(850) 414-4379

thomas.bane@dot.state.fl.us
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Designer Guidance

These flowcharts are to guide Designers and Utility Coordinators through key coordination
activities for the installation and adjustment of Aboveground Fixed Utilities (AFUs) within
various FOOT project types in accordance with the new State Laws and Federal Regulations
that pertain to these roadside features. Please, contact the State Utilities Engineer, Thomas
Bane, P.E., (850) 414-4379, thomas.bane@dot.state.f1.uswith any questions.

FLOWC/:IART LEGENQ

Activity Box

I__Dec_Is_lon_Bo_x...II

~9BoX ]

Connecting Flowchart
Oval

The "Beginning Oval- indicates the beginning of all activities.

An MActtvity Box~ indicates activities to be performed

A "Decision Box" contains questions that must be answered either -VES- or "NO· to correctly
proceed to the next activity.

A ·Connecting Box"leads to a "Connecting Flowchart Ovar of the same color on a following page.

A ·Connecting Flowchart Oval" indicate the beginning of other activities that flow from a ·Connecting
Box" of the same color on a preceding page.

All "End Activities Oval" indicates the conclusion of all necessary activtties.
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DESIGNER'S GUIDANCE FOR ABOVEGOUND FIXED
UTILITIES (AFUs)

I. the AFU lMW? YES-.-J
Follow

MNew AFU Installation
FIO'oYCharf' on page 3.

NO

I. the project'. purpose 10
resurface 8xtstJng lenes

without adding addllk>nel
ttavella_?

YE

if you answer yes to .tther of
th... q.....tlon•• follow "YES"

• Is the AFU adjacent to a
new auxiliary Lane?

• Has the AFU been hit 3 or
more times In the lnt 5
yNrs?

YES

NO
NO

YES

,
The Designer retains, in the
project file. crash summaries

clearly documenting that each ot
the existing AFUs that are not

being relocated or adjusted have
not been hit more than 2 times

within the last 5 years.

0

W1l1lhe AFU Intertere with -
.~

construction of the project?

I

N

N

000 the FOOT Project
Include mitigating other

rOMIsIde hezards?

YES

Examples ofprojects that may
not mitigate roadside hazards
are:

• Safely projects,
• Maint&nance resurfacing

projects,
• Ride only projects, and
• Traffic ops projects.

Is the existing AFU. clellrance
.... than the PPM's horizontal
ckNiranc8 criteria used for the1---'
project for ..Other Roadside

Obstac.....?

NO

YES
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New AFU Installation Flowchart

Start
~New AFU Installation~

NO

Is the AFU I Mld-5pon Polo being
pllced within the existing YE

alignment. and as part of •
previously ponnltted pole IIn01

NO

Will tho proposed AFU be Instolled
as close to the RIW line as practtcal ..__

Ind outside tho0_ In UAM
Soctlon 4.2.31

YES

Does the MId-5pon Pole'.
proposed IocItion moot the

offsets In UAM Soctlon 4.2.3 of- the Intersecting roadways or
behind existing barriers?

NO
N

YES

Will tho proposed AFU be Instilled
behind an existing barrier?

'---------YES;--------"'l!
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YES--I Will tho AFU Interfere with
construction of the project?

NO



Existing AFU Adjustment Flowchart

Utility Coordinator requests the Utility
to sign a Utility Work Schedule to

relocate the AFU as close to the RNV
line as practical and outside the offsets

in UAM section 4.2.3.

Does the UAO agree7

NO

I--'YES-.

NO-.

YE~~

y
The Designer and Utility Coordinator

collaborates (assisted as necessary by
the Oistrid Utilities Engineerl. Administrator) with the Utility to explore

alternatives to determines the most
reasonable relocation.

•
Will the existing AFUs clearance be

.... than the PPM'. horizontal
clearance criteria for "Other
Roadside Obstacles" thlt 'I

approprlolll for the project type?

0 IV,S
The Destgner completes a Destgn

Exception request for horizontal
clearance. Following the guidance in

the PPM appropriate for "Other
Roadside Obstacles~

Is the Design Exception approved
~by the FOOT approving authority?

N
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