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Florida Department of Transportation
RON DESANTIS 605 Suwannee Street JARED W. PERDUE, P.E.
GOVERNOR Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450 SECRETARY

October 23, 2023

Khoa Nguyen

Director, Office of Technical Services
Federal Highway Administration
3500 Financial Plaza, Suite 400
Tallahassee, Florida 32312

Re:  State Specifications Office

Section: 007

Proposed Specification:SP0070104-13 Legal Requirements and Responsibility To The
Public — Laws To Be Observed — Compliance With Federal Endangered Species Act And
Other Wildlife Regulations (Florida Sandhill Crane).

Dear Mr. Nguyen:
We are submitting, for your approval, two copies of the above referenced Special Provision.

The changes are proposed by Denise Rach to reflect new Sandhill Crane protection measures
developed by the Office of Environmental Management.

Please review and transmit your comments, if any, within two weeks (10 business days).
Comments should be sent via email daniel.strickland@dot.state.fl.us.

If you have any questions relating to this specification change, please call me at (850) 414-4130.
Sincerely,
Signature on file

Daniel Strickland, P.E.
State Specifications Engineer

DS/jb

Attachment

cc: Florida Transportation Builders' Assoc.
State Construction Engineer
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SP0070104-13
Usage Note: Used when FDOT will provide the sandhill crane monitoring

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS AND RESPONSIBILITY TO THE PUBLIC - LAWS TO BE
OBSERVED - COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT AND
OTHER WILDLIFE REGULATIONS (FLORIDA SANDHILL CRANE).

(REV 7-11-23)
SUBARTICLE 7-1.4 is expanded by the following new Subarticle:

Florida sandhill crane nesting habitat is located within 400 feet of the project
limits. Suitable nesting habitat and active nest locations from the most recent nesting season are
shown in the Plans.

Provide notification to the Engineer at least 30 days prior to conducting project
activities within 400 feet of suitable nesting habitat (shallow freshwater marshes with an average
water depth from 5 to 13 inches). For work occurring during the breeding season (December 1 —
August 30), the FDOT Monitor will conduct a survey and identify active nests locations within 5
days of survey completion.

Avoid project activities within 400 feet of active nests. Demarcate a 400 foot
buffer around each active nest site clearly visible to all project personnel. Use material with an
open design that allows ingress and egress for adult cranes and chicks. Do not use silt fence.
Acceptable materials include 3-4-foot-tall stakes with a single line of string or rope, suspended at
least 18 inches off the ground, or three strand barbed wire with the bottom wire at least 18 inches
off the ground. Maintain the buffer until young are walking on their own as determined by the
FDOT Monitor.

Construction activities more than 400 feet from an active nest may be conducted,
at any time of year. When Florida sandhill cranes or flightless young are observed in these
locations within the project area coordinate with the Engineer and the FDOT Monitor regarding
work activities.

If new nests are discovered during work activities, report the nest location to the
Engineer and FDOT monitor to obtain further direction. Report injured Florida sandhill cranes
immediately to the FWC Wildlife Alert Hotline at (888) 404-3922.
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