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December 27, 2021 
 
Khoa Nguyen 
Director, Office of Technical Services 
Federal Highway Administration 
3500 Financial Plaza, Suite 400 
Tallahassee, Florida 32312 
 
Re: State Specifications Office 
 Section: 300 
 Proposed Specification: 3000202 Prime and Tack Coats. 
 
Dear Mr. Nguyen: 
 
We are submitting, for your approval, two copies of the above referenced Supplemental 
Specification. 
 
The changes are proposed by Wayne Rilko to remove EPR language, add criteria for distributer 
nozzle openings, and tack application requirements when using a spray paver in the Standard 
Specification. 
 
Please review and transmit your comments, if any, within two weeks. Comments should be sent 
via email to daniel.strickland@dot.state.fl.us. 
 
If you have any questions relating to this specification change, please call me at 850-414-4130. 
 
      Sincerely, 
       
      Signature on file 
       
      Daniel Strickland, P.E. 
      State Specifications Engineer 
 
DS/dh 
Attachment 
cc: Florida Transportation Builders' Assoc. 
 State Construction Engineer
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PRIME AND TACK COATS. 
(REV 10-12-21) 

SUBARTICLE 300-2.2 is deleted and the following substituted: 

 300-2.2 Cover Material for Prime Coat: Uniformly cover the primed base by a light 
application of cover material. However, if using EPR-1 prime material, the Engineer may waive 
the cover material requirement if the primed base is not exposed to general traffic and 
construction traffic does not mar the prime coat so as to expose the base. The Contractor may use 
either sand or screenings for the cover material. For the sand, meet the requirements as specified 
in 902-2 or 902-6, and for the screenings, meet the requirements as specified in 902-5. If the 
primed base course will be exposed to general traffic, apply a cover material coated with 2 to 4% 
asphalt cement. Apply the asphalt coated material at approximately 10 pounds per square yard. 
Roll the entire surface of asphalt coated prime material with a traffic roller as required to produce 
a reasonably dense mat. 
 
 

SUBARTICLE 300-3.1 is deleted and the following substituted: 

300-3 Equipment. 
 300-3.1 Pressure Distributor: Provide a pressure distributor equipped with pneumatic 
tires having a sufficient width of rubber in contact with the road surface to avoid breaking the 
bond or forming a rut in the surface. Ensure the distance between the centers of openings of the 
outside nozzles of the spray bar is equal to the width of the application required, plus or minus 
two inches. Ensure the outside nozzle at each end of the spray bar has an area of opening greater 
than the opening of an interior nozzle by not less than 25% or more thanto 75% in excess of the 
other nozzles. Ensure all other nozzles have uniform openings. When the application covers less 
than the full width, the Contractor may allow the normal opening of the end nozzle at the 
junction line to remain the same as the interior nozzles. A trailer-mounted pressure distributor 
can be used for non-mainline applications, if approved by the Engineer. It shall have a self-
contained heat system, clean out system, calibration chart, manhole, and shall meet the 
requirements herein. 
  Clean the distributor tank at a minimum of every twelve months and whenever the 
product type in the tank is changed. Remove all emulsion and asphalt material during cleaning. 
Additionally, clean the distributor tank if the quality of the tack or prime shot diminishes or 
buildup causes the calibration of the tank to be affected. 
 
 

SUBARTICLE 300-8.5 is deleted and the following substituted: 

 300-8.5 Curing and Time of Application: When using a distributor, Aapply tack coat 
sufficiently in advance of placing bituminous mix to permit drying, but do not apply tack coat so 
far in advance that it might lose its adhesiveness as a result of being covered with dust or other 
foreign material. When using a spray paver, the requirements above do not apply. 
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PRIME AND TACK COATS. 
(REV 10-12-21) 

SUBARTICLE 300-2.2 is deleted and the following substituted: 

 300-2.2 Cover Material for Prime Coat: Uniformly cover the primed base by a light 
application of cover material. The Contractor may use either sand or screenings for the cover 
material. For the sand, meet the requirements as specified in 902-2 or 902-6, and for the 
screenings, meet the requirements as specified in 902-5. If the primed base course will be 
exposed to general traffic, apply a cover material coated with 2 to 4% asphalt cement. Apply the 
asphalt coated material at approximately 10 pounds per square yard. Roll the entire surface of 
asphalt coated prime material with a traffic roller as required to produce a reasonably dense mat. 
 
 

SUBARTICLE 300-3.1 is deleted and the following substituted: 

300-3 Equipment. 
 300-3.1 Pressure Distributor: Provide a pressure distributor equipped with pneumatic 
tires having a sufficient width of rubber in contact with the road surface to avoid breaking the 
bond or forming a rut in the surface. Ensure the distance between the centers of openings of the 
outside nozzles of the spray bar is equal to the width of the application required, plus or minus 
two inches. Ensure the outside nozzle at each end of the spray bar has an area of opening greater 
than the opening of an interior nozzle by 25% to 75%. Ensure all other nozzles have uniform 
openings. When the application covers less than the full width, the Contractor may allow the 
normal opening of the end nozzle at the junction line to remain the same as the interior nozzles. 
A trailer-mounted pressure distributor can be used for non-mainline applications, if approved by 
the Engineer. It shall have a self-contained heat system, clean out system, calibration chart, 
manhole, and shall meet the requirements herein. 
  Clean the distributor tank at a minimum of every twelve months and whenever the 
product type in the tank is changed. Remove all emulsion and asphalt material during cleaning. 
Additionally, clean the distributor tank if the quality of the tack or prime shot diminishes or 
buildup causes the calibration of the tank to be affected. 
 
 

SUBARTICLE 300-8.5 is deleted and the following substituted: 

 300-8.5 Curing and Time of Application: When using a distributor, apply tack coat 
sufficiently in advance of placing bituminous mix to permit drying, but do not apply tack coat so 
far in advance that it might lose its adhesiveness as a result of being covered with dust or other 
foreign material. When using a spray paver, the requirements above do not apply. 
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