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January 26, 2021 
 
Khoa Nguyen 
Director, Office of Technical Services 
Federal Highway Administration 
3500 Financial Plaza, Suite 400 
Tallahassee, Florida 32312 
 
Re: State Specifications Office 
 Section: 125 
 Proposed Specification: 1250501 Excavation for Structures and Pipe. 
 
Dear Mr. Nguyen: 
 
We are submitting, for your approval, two copies of the above referenced Supplemental 
Specification. 
 
The changes are proposed by Jason Russell from the Construction Office to update references to 
the original ground surface to match the definition of the original ground line in Section 120. The 
updates also include clarifying the method of measurement. 
 
Please review and transmit your comments, if any, within two weeks. Comments should be sent 
via email to mail to daniel.strickland@dot.state.fl.us. 
 
If you have any questions relating to this specification change, please call me at 414-4130. 
 
      Sincerely, 
       
      Signature on File 
       
      Daniel Strickland, P.E. 
      State Specifications Engineer 
 
DS/vc 
Attachment 
cc: Florida Transportation Builders' Assoc. 
 State Construction Engineer
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EXCAVATION FOR STRUCTURES AND PIPE 
(REV 11-10-20) 

 
SUBARTICLE 125-5.1 is deleted and the following substituted:  

 125-5.1 General: Unless shown in the Plans, do not excavate outside of caissons, cribs, 
cofferdams, or sheet piling, and do not disturb the natural stream bed adjacent to the structure. If 
excavating or dredging at the site of the structure before sinking caissons, cribs, or cofferdams, 
complete the foundation and backfill all such excavations to the original ground surfaceline or 
other required elevation, with material satisfactory to the Engineer. 
 
 
 

SUBARTICLE 125-8.1.3 is deleted and the following substituted:  

  125-8.1.3 Backfill Materials: Backfill to the original ground surfaceline or 
subgrade surface of openings made for structures, with a sufficient allowance for settlement. The 
Engineer may require that the material used for this backfill be obtained from a source entirely 
apart from the structure. Use only material accepted by the Engineer. Maintain a clearance of at 
least 1 foot of clean select soil between recycled concrete aggregate (RCA) and aluminum or 
metalized drainage pipe. 
   Do not allow heavy construction equipment to cross over culvert or storm 
sewer pipes until placing and compacting backfill material to the finished earthwork grade or to 
an elevation at least 4 feet above the crown of the pipe. 
 
 
 

ARTICLE 125-12 is deleted and the following substituted:  

125-12 Cleaning Up. 
 Upon completion of the work, leave the structure and all adjacent areas in a neat and 
presentable condition, clear up all temporary structures, rubbish and surplus materials and leave 
the space under the structure unobstructed and in such shape that drift will not collect nor scour 
or be induced. Pile all material from existing structures that have been removed neatly on the 
bank, unless otherwise directed by the Engineer. Pull false work piling unless the Engineer 
permits it to be cut or broken off in which case it will be cut or broken off at least 2 feet below 
the ground linefinished grade or stream bed. 
 
 
 

ARTICLE 125-13 is deleted and the following substituted: 

125-13 Method of Measurement. 
 When direct payment for excavation for structures is provided in the proposal, and such 
payment is on a unit basis, such excavation will be measured in its original position by the cross-
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section calculation method or surface-to-surface calculation method to determine the amount of 
material. The cubic yard volume of excavation used as a the basis of payment is the cubic yard 
volume of will then be thatthe material actually removed excavated below the original ground 
line or stream bed, but not including that shown in the Plans to be paid for either as regular 
excavation, subsoil excavation, lateral ditch excavation or channel excavation, or which is 
included in the item for grading, and except that no payment will be made for material removed 
in excavating for footings or foundations outside of an area which is bounded by vertical planes 
12 inches outside of the limits of the footing and parallel thereto. For pipe trenches the width 
used to be in the calculation shall be the diameter of the pipe, plus 24 inches. 
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