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Florida Department of Transportation
RON DESANTIS 605 Suwannee Street KEVIN J. THIBAULT, P.E.
GOVERNOR Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450 SECRETARY

January 14, 2020

Khoa Nguyen

Director, Office of Technical Services
Federal Highway Administration
3500 Financial Plaza, Suite 400
Tallahassee, Florida 32312

Re:  State Specifications Office
Section: 455
Proposed Specification: SP4550507DB Structures Foundations (Design Build).

Dear Mr. Nguyen:

We are submitting, for your approval, two copies of the above referenced Special Provision.
The changes are proposed by Juan Castellanos from the State Construction Office to clarify that
floating templates attached to a barge will not be accepted for pile driving.

Please review and transmit your comments, if any, within two weeks. Comments should be sent
via email to daniel.strickland@dot.state.fl.us.

If you have any questions relating to this specification change, please call me at 414-4130.
Sincerely,
Signature on file

Daniel Strickland, P.E.
State Specifications Engineer

DS/rf

Attachment

cc: Florida Transportation Builders' Assoc.
State Construction Engineer



SP4550000DB
Design Build Jobs

STRUCTURES FOUNDATIONS (DESIGN BUILD).
(REV 11-20-19)

SUBARTICLE 455-5.7 is deleted and the following substituted:

455-5.7 Templates and Ground Elevations: Provide a fixed template, adequate to
maintain the pile in proper position and alignment during driving with swinging leads or with
semi-fixed leads. The Engineer may allow the use of templates attached to a barge if the
Contractor demonstrates satisfactorily that the pile alignment, and the elevation and horizontal
position of the template can be maintained during all pile driving operations. Where practical,
place the template so that the pile can be driven to cut-off elevation before removing the
template. Ensure that templates do not restrict the vertical movement of the pile.

Supply a stable reference close to the pile, which is satisfactory in the opinion of
the Engineer, for determination of the pile penetration. At the time of driving piles, obtain and
record elevations of the original ground and template at each pile or pile group location. Note the
highest and lowest elevation at each required location and the ground elevation at all piles.
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