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Florida Metropolitan Planning Partnership (FMPP) Agenda                    

Location: Florida Hotel and Conference Center, 1500 Sand Lake Road, Orlando, FL 32089, Legends 1 

Time Topics Presenter/Facilitator 

8:30 am 
(5 mins) 

Welcome and Introductions 
Donna M. Green, Statewide MPO Administrator 
Office of Policy Planning (OPP) 

8:35 am 
(10 mins) 

Process Updates 
Dana Reiding, Director 
OPP 

8:45 am 
(90 mins) 

Training Session 1:  
Project Development: From 
Planning to Maintenance 

Dustin Castells, Deputy Program Management 
Administrator 
FDOT District 3 

Steven C. Buck, PE, Project Development 
Administrator 
FDOT District 5 

10:15 am 
(15 mins) 

Break 

10:30 am 
(90 mins) 

Training Session 2:  
Florida’s Statewide 
Transportation Backbone (SIS) 

Carsherah Jackson, CPM, SIS Work Program Lead 
Planner 

Strategic Intermodal Systems (SIS) 

12:00 pm 
(90 mins) 

Lunch 

1:30 pm 
(90 mins) 

Training Session 3:  
Land Use and Transportation 
Linkages 

Whit Blanton, FAICP, Executive Director 
Forward Pinellas 

Jennifer Z. Carver, AICP, Community Planning 
Administrator OPP 

3:00 pm 
(15 mins) 

Break 

3:15 pm 
(60 mins) 

Training Session 4:  
Legislative Process: From Idea to 
Implementation 

Rolando Valdes, Transportation Performance 
Coordinator 
Systems Forecasting and Trends Office (SFT) 

4:15 pm 
(15 mins) 

Wrap Up / Q & A 
Donna M. Green, Statewide MPO Administrator 
OPP 

4:30 pm Adjourn 
Dana Reiding, Director 
OPP 
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Donna M. Green 

Donna M. Green is an accomplished transportation professional with over 30 years of 
experience in Florida state government, specializing in metropolitan planning, policy 
development, and stakeholder engagement. She currently leads Florida’s 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) program—the largest in the nation—
collaborating with federal, state, and local agencies to advance strategic 
transportation initiatives. Donna is passionate about building partnerships, driving 
innovation, and shaping the future of mobility. A graduate of the University of 
Central Florida, Donna is currently pursuing a Master of Science in Civil Engineering 
with a concentration in Transportation Leadership at the University of Florida. 

Dana Reiding 

Dana Reiding is the Director of the Office of Policy Planning at FDOT and the former 
Manager of the Systems Forecasting and Trends Office. Prior to FDOT, Dana was the 
Policy Director at the Florida Department of Highway Safety & Motor Vehicles, where 
she did strategic planning and performance management. Dana holds an MBA from 
FSU and is a certified Project Management Professional. 
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Dustin Castells 

Dustin serves as the Deputy Program Management Administrator for FDOT District 
Three. He has been with the Department for 18 years, with 9 years of experience in 
the Work Program Office and 9 years in Local Programs, where he served as the Local 
Programs Administrator. Dustin is a graduate of the Florida State University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration.  

Steven C. Buck 

Steven currently works as the Project Development Administrator for FDOT District 5, 
overseeing transportation project planning and coordination to advance FDOT 
initiatives from concept through implementation. His career includes serving as a 
Roadway Design Engineer (2010–2015) and Supervisor of Roadway Engineering 
(2016–2021) at District 5, as well as a Project Engineer with BCC Engineering in 
Orlando from 2015 to 2016. Steven is a civil engineering graduate of Purdue 
University (Bachelor's) and the University of Central Florida (Master's). 

Carsherah Jackson, CPM 

Certified Public Manager with 9 years at the Department of Transportation. Florida 
State University graduate with dual degrees in Business Management and 
Management Information Systems (MIS). Currently serving as the SIS Work Program 
Lead Planner, where I provide oversight in planning and program delivery for the SIS 
10-year plan. 
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Whit Blanton, FAICP 

Whit is the executive director of Forward Pinellas, a countywide land use and 
transportation planning agency that serves as the MPO for Pinellas County. With 
nearly 40 years of planning experience in both public and private sectors, he 
previously co-founded Renaissance Planning and has held national leadership roles 
with the American Planning Association, earning multiple professional honors. 

Jennifer Z. Carver, AICP 

Jennifer serves as the Community Planning Administrator for the Florida Department 
of Transportation Office of Policy Planning. Jennifer oversees FDOT’s community 
engagement and community and rural transportation planning efforts, and she serves 
as a panel member on several national transportation research projects. She has over 
20 years of experience in planning and public engagement. She has a Bachelor’s in 
Political Science and Spanish from Santa Clara University and a Master’s in City and 
Regional Planning from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Rolando Valdes 

Rolando is a dedicated transportation planning professional who, as a Transportation 
Performance Coordinator at FDOT, uses data-driven analysis to develop visualizations, 
monitor system performance, and support collaborative, innovative planning 
solutions. He holds a Masters in Demography from Florida State University, and dual 
bachelor’s degrees in Geography and Environmental Studies from FSU, with a special 
interest in environment and policy impacts on population growth in coastal 
communities.  
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