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Vision Statement 

Foster the development through the MPOAC of a comprehensive, integrated, coordinated 
multimodal freight network for Florida. 

Mission Statement 

To act as a collective forum for the development and promotion of actionable ideas that foster and 
support sound freight planning and freight initiatives for all Florida MPO's. 

Objectives in Furtherance of Vision and Mission 

• Build on and leverage relationships that promote professional networking between MPOs 
and other groups with parallel interests in safe, secure, cost-effective, and environmentally 
sensitive goods movement. 

• Provide MPOs with materials and media that can be used to help to raise awareness and 
educate Board members, other MPO staff, the public, elected officials, and industry 
representatives on the importance and relevance of freight planning and freight investments 
to Florida's economic vitality. 

• Provide a forum where MPOs, FDOT, and the USDOT can share success stories and 
lessons learned from freight initiatives. 

• Provide MPOs information that can help facilitate compliance with current federal law and 
regulations relating to freight planning and freight planning performance measurement. 

• Serve as a single point of contact for federal and state agencies interested in vetting ideas 
or searching for ways to promote freight in the metropolitan planning process. 

• Participate in the development and prioritization of projects that comprise the 
comprehensive, integrated, coordinated multimodal freight network for Florida. 
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The Committee can examine examples of committees on the national level to identify other areas 
of concern, best practices, and lessons learned. 
 
Examples of National Committees 
There are many standing committees that focus on passenger rail at the national level that the 
Committee could model some of its activities. These include but are not limited to: 

• Transit Research Board's (TRB) Standing Committee on Urban Rail Transit 
Systems: The committee promotes the development and promulgation of research 
concerning urban rail transit systems, with particular emphasis on rail rapid transit 
("Metros"), commuter/regional rail, automated systems, and emergent fixed guideway 
technologies. Their research also considers all functional aspects of urban rail transit 
systems, including governance, management, planning, ridership, finance, design, 
construction, technologies, labor, safety, security, performance, intermodal coordination, 
urban development, and key performance indicators. The research will also address shared 
operations with freight and other passenger rail operations, rail-highway interfaces, and 
alternative construction/service delivery strategies. 

• TRB's Standing Committee on Passenger Rail Transportation: The committee is 
concerned with research that will lead to better planning and implementation of intercity 
rail passenger systems, with particular emphasis on the full range of high-speed systems, 
including new technology. Their research will include demand analysis, financial 
considerations, economic impacts (including user and social benefits), and institutional 
arrangements, including public-private partnerships. It should also address impacts on 
other rail operations, coordination with other modes, rail-highway interfaces, corridor 
versus system concerns, technology assessment, environmental impacts, and 
implementation strategies. 

• State Amtrak Intercity Passenger Rail Committee: The FAST Act authorized the State 
Amtrak Intercity Passenger Rail Committee, which is composed of state intercity passenger 
rail service sponsors, Amtrak, and the FRA. It provides a forum for resolving issues and 
progressing intercity passenger rail services. The committee is important to timely 
resolution of cost-sharing issues and as a forum for policy review and coordination among 
the parties. 

  

http://www.mpoac.org/
https://www.nationalacademies.org/trb/transportation-research-board
https://www.mytrb.org/OnlineDirectory/Committee/Details/1154
https://www.mytrb.org/OnlineDirectory/Committee/Details/1154
https://sites.google.com/site/trbar010rail
https://www.saiprc.com/
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Examples of Regional and Statewide Committees 
Several regions and states have also established passenger rail committees that the Committee 
could model some of its activities. These include but are not limited to: 

• The Midwest Interstate Passenger Rail Commission (MIPRC): MIPRC leads a variety 
of activities to inform stakeholders, the public, and elected officials on current and future  
passenger rail projects in  the region. The main purposes of the compact are to promote, 
coordinate and support regional improvements to passenger rail service: 

o Promote both current improvements and long-range plans for intercity passenger 
rail service in the Midwest. 

o Coordinate interaction among Midwestern state officials and between the public 
and private sector at all levels (federal, state, and local). 

o Support efforts of Midwestern state DOTs involved in developing and 
implementing passenger rail service. 

• States for Passenger Rail Coalition: The States for Passenger Rail Coalition, Inc. (SPRC) 
is an alliance of 23 State and Regional Transportation Officials and Passenger Rail 
Authorities from across the United States. They work together to support the development 
and growth of intercity passenger rail service for America. Established in 2000, the SPRC 
advocates for passenger rail initiatives, and federal funding supports current and long-range 
plans for passenger rail advancement. It facilitates cooperation and coordination among 
state officials and between the public and private sector at all levels. 

• Oregon's Rail Advisory Committee: The Rail Advisory Committee provides advice to 
the Public Transportation Division and Oregon Transportation Commission on issues that 
affect rail freight and passenger facilities and services in Oregon, including rail project 
selection for Connect Oregon funding. 

• Florida's Passenger Rail Work Group: Starting in May, FDOT began building interest 
in its newly created Passenger Rail Work Group, which is currently enlisting stakeholders 
and determining needs. The group will be developing a statewide vision for passenger rail 
sometime in the future. It may also look at resurrecting some of Florida’s dormant 
passenger rail projects previously postponed due to lack of funding. Some of the critical 
considerations that are being discussed for this group include: 

o What is will be the focus of the Passenger Rail Work Group? 
o How to approach private investment in rail from a policy perspective? 
o What actions should be taken to preserve rail corridors? 
o How should Florida address safety issues? 
o How does funding (e.g., SIS funding) play a role in decision-making? 
o What are the roles of local stakeholders in securing funding? 
o How can local support be held over the life of a passenger rail project? 
o What actions need to be taken to create a statewide plan for passenger rail 

 

http://www.mpoac.org/
https://miprc.org/
https://s4prc.org/
https://www.oregon.gov/odot/rptd/pages/rac.aspx
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