Legislative Priorities & Policy Positions

Florida
Metropolitan Planning Organization
Advisory Council

The MPOAC supports State Legislation that:

Implements the recommendations from the MPOAC transportation revenue study and other options for
expanding fransportation revenue sources.

Restores funding for the Transportation Regional Incentive Program in order fo promote regional planning
and project development through sustainable funding mechanisms, in addition to documentary stamp
revenues.

Regulates distracted driving as a primary offense by prohibiting the use of electronic wireless
communications devices and other similar distracting devices while operating a moving motor vehicle.

Allows Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) funds to be used on roads and other transportation facilities not
designated on the SIS if the improvement will enhance mobility or support freight tfransportation on the SIS.

Establishes state funding for railroad crossings to improve safety and establish quiet zones.
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MPOAC

The Florida Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council (MPOAC) represents the collective interests
of Florida's 27 MPOs, and assists the MPOs in carrying out the urbanized area transportation planning process
by serving as the principal forum for collective policy discussion. The MPOAC was created by the Florida
Legislature pursuant to Section 339.175, Florida Statutes, to augment and not supplant the role of the individual
MPOs in the cooperative tfransportation planning process.

The organization is made up of a Governing Board (27 members) consisting of local elected officials from

each of the MPOs and a Staff Directors’ Advisory Committee consisting of the staff directors from each of the
MPOs. The MPOAC also includes a Policy and Technical Subcommittee and other committees as assigned by
the Governing Board. The Policy and Technical Subcommittee annually prepares legislative policy positions
and develops initiatives to be advanced during Florida's legislative session. The MPOAC actively participates
in the activities of the national Association of MPOs (AMPQO) and the National Association of Regional Councils
(NARC) in Washington DC and works with other stakeholder groups to help shape state and natfional policy
regarding metropolitan transportation issues.

PRIORITY POLICY POSITIONS
The MPOAC Supports State Legislation that:

1. Implements the recommendations from the MPOAC transportation revenue study and other
options for expanding transportation revenue sources.

Key Recommendations:

e Expand the Charter County and Regional e Direct the Florida Department of Transportation

Transportation  System  Surtax to allow to develop a plan and conduct one or more
municipalities over 150,000 in population (or pilot tests to move Florida toward a Mileage
the largest municipality in a county) and all Based User Fee, which protects individual
counties located in MPO areas to enact up to privacy, in lieu of the traditional fuel tax.

a one cent local option surtax by referendum.

* Index local option fuel taxes to the consumer
price index in a manner similar to the current
indexing of state fuel taxes.

2. Regulates distracted driving as a primary offense by prohibiting the use of electronic wireless
communications devices and other similar distracting devices while operating a moving
motor vehicle.

The 2013 Florida legislature enacted the “Florida Ban on Texting While Driving Law.” The law prohibits
operation of a moving motor vehicle while manually typing, sending or reading interpersonal
communication (texting, e-mailing, instant messaging, etc.) using a wireless communications device,
with certain exceptions. The law provides for enforcement of the ban as a secondary offense,
meaning a driver would have to be pulled over for some other violation to get a ficket for violating
the ban on texting. The 2014 and 2015 Florida Legislatures underscored the severity of distracted
driving by considering bills that would have substantially increased the penalty for distracted driving.
This legislative proposal would seek to strengthen the enforcement mechanism for the texting while
driving ban by making it a primary offense.



3.

Restores funding for the Transportation Regional Incentive Program in order to promote
regional planning and project development through sustainable funding mechanisms, in
addition to documentary stamp revenues.

Transportation Regional Incentive Program (TRIP) Funding
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ADDITIONAL POLICY POSITIONS
The MPOAC Supports State Legislation that:

4,

Allows Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) funds to be used on roads and other transportation
facilities not designated on the SIS if the improvement will enhance mobility or support
freight tfransportation on the SIS.

Current state law does not permit SIS funds to be spent on roads or other transportation facilities that
are not part of the SIS, even if proposed improvements would directly benefit users of SIS facilities by
enhancing mobility options or supporting freight movement in a SIS corridor. This legislative proposal
would broaden the State’s ability fo improve passenger and freight mobility on SIS corridors by
making eligible the expenditure of SIS funds on non SIS roads and other transportation facilities
where the benefit to users of SIS facilities can be demonstrated.

Establishes state funding for railroad crossings to improve safety and establish quiet zones.

This proposal recognizes growing economic activity at Florida's ports and provides financial support
to ensure the continued quality of life and safety in communities along increasingly busy rail corridors.
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