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We are here today to start the process of evaluating three new corridors as described in SB 7068.

Our future reality that we are working toward now, as the M-CORES Task Forces convene for the first time, will include benefits such as more: 

hurricane evacuation routes
congestion relief
broadband access
water and sewer connectivity with better energy distribution
opportunities for trade and logistics
expanded advance autonomous, connected, shared and electric vehicle technology
transportation modes including public transit and freight and passenger rails
job creation - we’ll need more people trained and skilled in traditional and emerging technologies.
 




Florida’s Population Growth
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And Florida continues to break records for people coming to visit us. 
 
The Florida Chamber of Commerce estimates the population of Florida could grow as high as twenty-six million by 20-30. 
 
At that rate of growth, we need to be ready to meet the future needs. 



Florida’s Turnpike Groundbreaking
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From the day we broke ground for the Florida Turnpike in 1955…. 




Florida’s Turnpike Today
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To now on the Turnpike….Yeehaw Junction.



Wekiva Parkway Taskforce
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to the day we broke ground for the award winning, environmentally sound Wekiva Parkway, great achievements in our history are to be celebrated and as well as those who put in the hard work to turn a dream into a reality.
 




Wekiva Parkway
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environmental sensitivity with top down construction….




Wekiva Parkway
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The Department is committed to conservation and partnerships similar to the award winning Wekiva Parkway.
 
We are committed to protection and enhancement of Florida’s wildlife corridors or environmentally sensitive areas. 
 
We are committed to protecting and enhancing Florida’s primary springs protection zones and farmland preservation areas.
 




Three Study Areas

Suncoast Connector

Northern Turnpike Connector

Southwest-Central Florida Connector
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This is a defining moment for our state and to all those here today who have accepted the call to serve as task force members, thank you. 
 
Your willingness to serve in these critical roles is essential to what we aim to achieve:  A Florida that is prepared for growth in population and still protects everything that makes the Sunshine State the best in the country.
 
The Governor and Legislature have challenged us with researching these corridors and additional infrastructure to:
 





The Challenge

• revitalize rural communities 
• encourage job creation 
• provide regional connectivity 
• leveraging technology
• enhance the quality of life 
• improve public safety 
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revitalize rural communities 
encourage job creation 
and provide regional connectivity 
while leveraging technology, to enhance the quality of life 
and improve public safety. 




Comment Stations
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We understand the importance of public participation in the M-CORES process and those engagement efforts have already started.
 
Today, we have four comment stations out in the hallway where you can write down your comment, type it into a laptop, or tell it to a court reporter. 
 
The comment stations will be open all day.
 
No matter how you give your comment and share your ideas, it will be part of the public record, and we want you to know that your opinions and ideas are important to us.
 




Community 
Open House 
after every 
Task Force 

Meeting
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After every future Task Force meeting, we will hold a community open house in an adjacent county the same week. 
 
We’ll be reporting the Task Force activities, and staff will be available to answer any questions and accept any comments you may have. 
 
After the first of the year, we will conduct community open houses to share with you the progress of the Task Forces and gather your input.



FDOT.listens@dot.state.fl.us

www.FloridaMCORES.com
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No matter how you give your comment and share your ideas, it will be part of the public record, and we want you to know that your opinions and ideas are important to us.
 
After every future Task Force meeting, we will hold a community open house in an adjacent county the same week. 
 
We’ll be reporting the Task Force activities, and staff will be available to answer any questions and accept any comments you may have. 
 
We are not skipping any steps.
 
Throughout, we will update the M-CORES website regularly. 
 
You can send us your comments through the website at Floridamcores.com and to our email address.  (*Note, you do not need to give the address. It’s on a graphic behind you.) 




Senator Bill Galvano
Florida Senate President

District 21
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At this time, I have the honor of introducing our next speaker, Senate President Bill Galvano.




Senator Bill Galvano

“So, as we work together, 
let us do so boldly, 
proudly…”
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I want to thank Senate President Bill Galvano for making sure we would all be here today. He made it clear from day one of this last Legislative Session, the M-CORES program would be his priority. 
 
In closing and to officially kick-off the M-CORES program, I would like to quote Senator Galvano: “So, as we work together, let us do so boldly, proudly…”
	
Thank you.




Three Study Areas

Suncoast Connector

Northern Turnpike Connector

Southwest-Central Florida Connector
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We have a full agenda for the morning.  The next presentation will help describe the Sunshine and Public records laws and how it applies to the task force members.  Please welcome Erik Fenniman, General Counsel for FDOT.
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