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1  |   PENSACOLA BAY BRIDGE ReConnect



Construction crews are working around the clock to repair the storm-damaged 
Pensacola Bay Bridge and restore traffic for this vital transportation link by March 
2021. The bridge has been closed since mid-September after 27 construction barges 
escaped their moorings during Hurricane Sally. Four barges were lodged under the 
bridge contributing to the significant damage. 

Since that time, commuters have relied on the State Road 281/Garcon Point Bridge and 
State Road 87 for travel between Gulf Breeze and Pensacola. Tolls on the Garcon Point 
Bridge are currently suspended through Sunday, Dec. 13, 2020. 
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P E N S A C O L A  B A Y
B R I D G E  R E P A I R S
C O N T I N U E  

Two additional bridge contractors and four 
salvage companies, mobilized by FDOT, are 
focusing their e�orts on the outermost spans 
of the bridge to facilitate construction and 
minimize impacts to the existing structure. To 
date, more than 300 additional workers have 
been brought in to increase resources needed 
for demolition and reconstruction, salvage 
and pile operations, and concrete fabrication.

FDOT has approved multiple construction 
design plans and is reviewing others for the 
permanent repairs needed to reestablish four 
lanes of tra�c by the targeted reopening in 
March 2021. The bridge will be reopened 
without vehicle weight restrictions and with 
the full 75-year design life.
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CLICK HERE FOR THE 
LATEST VIDEO UPDATE ON 
PENSACOLA BAY BRIDGE 
RECOVERY EFFORTS. 
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https://youtu.be/mcEXryqLvn8
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CLICK HERE TO SEE HOW A BRIDGE 
SECTION IS REMOVED. 

|   6

A  W O R K  I N  P R O G R E S S

The fabrication of multiple concrete piles, 
piers, and beams continues in preparation for 
reconstruction. The inventory of concrete 
piles and beams is increasing with 
production coming from the Pensacola 
precast yard on Bayou Chico as well as a 
precast facility in Tampa.

Work also continues on the westbound (Gulf 
Breeze to Pensacola) bridge that sustained 
minor damage during the storm, the U.S. 98 
approaches in Gulf Breeze, and the new 17th 
Avenue interchange in Pensacola.

https://youtu.be/dr5uhuI4Q78
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Inspection and Repair Report

Equipment & Barge Retrieval

Hurricane Sally

Secure Site

Damage Inventory & Work Plan

Sept Oct 

Eastbound (Pensacola to Gulf Breeze) bridge 
repairs are estimated for completion in March 
2021. The accompanying graphic depicts progress 
on inspecting the structure, demolishing the most 
heavily damaged sections, and making needed 
repairs. Also shown is progress on fabricating 
the new concrete components that will be used in 
reconstructing the bridge.

5  |    PENSACOLA BAY BRIDGE ReConnect
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R E P A I R  S C H E D U L E

COMPLETE



SEPT OCT NOV DEC

D A M A G E D  S P A N  F U L L - R E P L A C E M E N T  P R O G R E S S

Multiple spans of the 
eastbound bridge were 
damaged during Hurricane 
Sally. These spans are 
currently being demolished, 
with beam and deck 
construction and concrete 
�nishing planned in the 
weeks ahead.
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Span 37

Demolition

Beam Construction

Deck Construction

Concrete Finishing

JAN FEB MARCH

D A M A G E D  S P A N  F U L L - R E P L A C E M E N T  P R O G R E S S

100%
COMPLETE

D
E
M

O
 

 
 

B
EAMS        DECK

  

    C
O
N
C
R
E
T
E
 

Span 37

100%
COMPLETE

D
E
M

O
 

 
 

B
EAMS        DECK

  

    C
O
N
C
R
E
T
E
 

Span 36

100%
COMPLETE

D
E
M

O
 

 
 

B
EAMS        DECK

  

    C
O
N
C
R
E
T
E
 

Span 92

|   8



9  |    PENSACOLA BAY BRIDGE ReConnect



3 out  of  4  recovered from under  the  br idge
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23 out  of  23  off-s i te  barges recovered

BARGE RECOVERY UPDATE 
A total of 27 construction barges detached from their moorings during Hurricane Sally. Multiple barges 
struck the bridge resulting in signi�cant damage. Four of these vessels became entangled in the structure. 
Thus far, three have been successfully removed and work continues to free the fourth.
Barge recovery is a delicate process that requires crews to safely remove the vessels without causing 
additional structural damage. 
The remaining 23 barges have been successfully recovered from the waters of Pensacola and Escambia Bays.
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FDOT COMMUTER 
ASSISTANCE PROGR AM

The Florida Department of Transportation is 
promoting a new commuter assistance program 
with potential bene�ts for drivers impacted by the 
current closure of the Pensacola Bay Bridge. The 
RideOn Commuter Services program is a free, fast, 
and secure way to connect with neighbors and 
colleagues to set up carpools, identify bus routes, 
or develop other transportation strategies.   

Fully funded by the Florida Department of 
Transportation District Three, the RideOn 
Commuter Services program is free to residents of 
the 16-county Northwest Florida district that 
includes both Escambia and Santa Rosa counties.

FIT  &  EASY

FAST &  SIMPLE

FIT  &  FUN

ECO-FRIENDLY
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DOWNLOAD THE RIDEON TOGETHER APP!
W W W.RIDEONTOGETHER.ORG

THE  RideOn TOGETHER APP FEATURES:

Commute Pro�les:  Build your pro�le to �nd the best commute options for you.

Trip Tracking: Automatically track your trips to show how much money you save.

All in One Access: Connect with other commuters like you, log trips, or request an emergency ride home all in one 
place, from anywhere, at anytime.

https://www.rideontogether.org


C L O S E D
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FREE  BUS SERVICE  
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), in partnership with Escambia County Area Transit (ECAT), has 
established a free bus service between Pensacola, Pensacola Beach, and Gulf Breeze. The bus service  will help relieve 
tra�c congestion on the S.R. 281/ Garcon Point Bridge detour. 



Pensacola Bay Center
Park & Ride Lot
121 East Gregory St., Pensacola

Gulf Breeze Hospital
1110 Gulf Breeze Pkwy., Gulf Breeze

Avenida 11 at Via DeLuna
127 Via De Luna, Pensacola Beach

Palm Beach Club
1390 Fort Pickens Rd., Gulf Breeze

Quietwater Boardwalk Parking
400 Quietwater Boardwalk
Pensacola Beach

Tiger Point 
Community Center
1370 Tiger Point Ln., Gulf Breeze

ECAT Transfer Center
1515 W Fairfield Dr., Pensacola
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C L I C K  H E R E  F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N  
O N  R O U T E S  A N D  T I M E S  AT:
W W W. G O E C AT. C O M .

Bus fares remain suspended as a result of 
damage to the Pensacola Bay Bridge. 
Riders may contact ECAT Customer service 
at (850) 595-3228.

The service begins at the ECAT Transfer Center, located at 1515 W. Fair�eld Drive, at 6 a.m. and ends at Palm Beach Club, 
located on Pensacola Beach, with the last stop at 8:50 p.m.

The route from Pensacola Beach starts at Pensacola Beach Club at 6:05 a.m. and ends at the Pensacola Bay Center at 8:20 
p.m. Buses will stop at Tiger Point Community Center, Gulf Breeze Hospital, the Boardwalk, and the Palm Beach Club. The 
route is approximately 43 miles, and riders should expect a trip of approximately one hour.

https://goecat.com
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STAY CONNECTED

www.fdot.gov/PensacolaBay

Facebook.com/MyPensacolaBayBridge                    

@MyPensacolaBayBridge

info@PensacolaBayBridge.com

YouTube.com/MyFDOT

Twitter.com/MyFDOT_NWFL

https://www.fdot.gov/info/PensacolaBay
https://www.facebook.com/MyPensacolaBayBridge
https://www.instagram.com/MyPensacolaBayBridge/
https://twitter.com/MyFDOT_NWFL
https://www.youtube.com/user/MyFDOT
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