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Further, the panther conservation plan establishes a mechanism to minimize and mitigate impacts 

to panthers using a novel approach that considers the increased function of habitat that results 

from installing fencing and wildlife crossing in association with FDOT’s activities.  

 

The Service anticipates that the FDOT panther conservation plan will foster increased 

collaboration with other partners including municipal transportation departments, private 

landowners, and other State and Federal partners such that a more comprehensive approach to 

conserving panthers at the landscape scale is achieved.   

 

In order for the Service to be kept informed of actions minimizing or avoiding adverse effects or 

benefitting the Florida panther, other listed species or their habitats, the panther conservation 

plan includes a reporting mechanism to keep the USFWS and other partners apprised of the 

progress of the Plan, as well as any conservation efforts carried out for Florida panther.   

 

Thank you for collaborating to develop this approach for conserving Florida panthers, over and 

above what is required in conjunction with your transportation activities. We appreciate your 

support and partnership in conserving endangered species and their habitat in Florida. If you 

have any questions, please contact Mark Cantrell, Service liaison to FDOT, at 

mark_a_cantrell@fws.gov or 850-328-2307.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Robert L. Carey 

Manager, Division of Environmental Review 

Florida Ecological Services Office 

Gainesville 

 

 

cc:  

FDEP, Tallahassee, Florida (Heather Mason)  

FFWCC, Tallahassee, Florida (Jennifer Goff)  

USCG, Miami, Florida (Randall Overton) 

USFWS, Panther Recovery Coordinator, Shindle 
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