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Public Involvement by Phase

Two-way communication One-way communication
(Who are you and what do you think?) (Here’s what you need to know)
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Public Involvement by Phase

Communicating design

Communicating goals and features and plans for
future needs construction

Planning = m
Communicating alternatives Communicating lane closures,
and arriving at a final detours, and temporary
recommendation impacts

FDOT\\ OEM

e Environmental
3 Management



Comparison Between Design and PD&E

Planning ahead Community Awareness Plan Public Involvement Plan

Presentation to local governments Yes Yes
and/or MPOs

One-on-one meetings with Yes — as needed Yes — as needed
individuals or agency
representatives

Public Meetings One or more public information One kickoff meeting plus one or
meetings more alternatives public meetings
Public Hearing Yes for Turnpike Public Hearing required for capacity,
new interchange, or new alignment
projects
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Major PD&E Public Involvement Milestones

Alternatives Public

Public Kickoff Meeting Public Hearing

Meeting(s)

“This is the alternative that we are
recommending for construction”

“These are the alternatives that we

“PD&E Study has started” S e
are considering”
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Public Meetings vs. Public Hearings

* Public Meeting: Provides an opportunity to engage the public and inform them about the status of
a project

* Public Hearing: Allows the public the chance to voice opinions and concerns over a decision or
action about to be made

* Public Hearings may be required by law (depending on project type). Public meetings are not
required by law — but FDOT policy and guidance promotes public meetings
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Public Hearings Required by State Law

* Florida Statutes — Section 339.155

* Public Hearing required for these type of projects:
= Capacity improvement
= New interchange

= New roadway or limited access facility

FDOT\) OEM

o Environmental
- 7 Management



eecv00e
o000 00 QO

0000000
00000000

Public Hearings — Types of Formats

* Start time determined by what would best meet needs for specific community and project
* No pre-determined end time — public hearing ends after everyone has had an opportunity to speak

* Typically begins with an open house format followed a formal presentation and comment period

* Public hearings have a “script” with standard statements that must be used!

See Part 1, Chapter 11 of the PD&E for a sample public hearing script
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Public Hearings: Documents for Public Review

* Draft PD&E documents must be made available to the public
* Available at least 21 days prior to Public Hearing in a location close to the project area
* Location must be easily accessible and ADA compliant

* Examples of good locations: public libraries, MPO office, local government offices, or FDOT District
offices

* Should also be posted on the project website
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Public Hearing: Documentation

* Proceedings recorded by Court Reporter and transcript prepared
* Documentation should include:

= All oral and written comments

= Presentation script

= Handouts, brochures, maps, etc.

* Public record stays open for additional comment for at least 10 calendar days following the Public
Hearing

* After this period, Public Hearing is officially closed

* Copies of transcript and presentation script included in project file and referenced in the final
environmental document
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Public Involvement Resources
FDOT’s Public Involvement page:

Public Involvement Handbook

PD&E Public Involvement Chapter
COVID-19 Guidance

Resources for Virtual Meetings

Other materials

https://Iwww.fdot.gov/planning/policy/
publicinvolvement/index
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Office of Policy Planning / Programs & Services/ Public Involvement
Public Involvement

Introduction

The Florida Department of Transportation has a long-standing commitment to identifying our stakeholders and giving them
multiple opportunities to be involved in our transportation delivery process, regardless of phase. We recognize that there is not a
cookie-cutter approach to public involvement activities; rather that all of our efforts to engage the public should be flexible and
updated as a project progresses, should be scaled to match the magnitude or complexity of the project, and should strive to use
the most appropriate toels for each audience.

Listen to FDOT Secretary Kevin Thibault discuss the Department's commitment to public involvement as we work together to
deliver transportation solutions for Florida’s residents and visitors.

Current Guidance

Public Involvement is changing during this new era. With a strong commitment to delivering responsive transportation solutions
informed by residents, community leaders, and other stakeholders, we are thinking outside the box. We hope you will use this
page for guidance as we move forward with innovative solutions to public involvement. Please share your ideas for new
resources as we develop and identify guidance and best practice materials for your public involvement activities.

» COVID-19 Public Involvement Guidance Updated! (August 3, 2020)

Wirtuzsl Resources
= How to Set Up and Host a Virtual Public Meeting Using GoToWebinar (Video)
= How to Set Up and Host a Virtual Public Meeting Using GoToWebinar (Slide Notes)

o Sample PowerPoint Slides with Script
o GoToWebinar Checklist

» How to Create and Conduct an Online Public Meeting (Recorded Webinar) New! (July 23, 2020)
» Engaging with Questions: Using Polls and Surveys in GoToWebinar New! (July 22, 2020)
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https://www.fdot.gov/planning/policy/publicinvolvement/index

Contact Information

Rusty Ennemoser
rusty.ennemoser@dot.state.fl.us
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