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NEW Part 2, Chapter 23 of the PD&E Manual
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State-owned Upland Conservation Lands
• Projects requiring the use of state-owned upland conservation lands which are managed for: 

▪ Conservation

▪ Outdoor resource-based recreation, or

▪ Archaeological or historic preservation

• Lands held by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, or Board of Trustees 

• The Acquisition and Restoration Council (ARC) 

▪ Administratively supported by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP)

▪ Administers the review and approval of management plans and land uses for all state-owned conservation 
lands

▪ Oversees the process of review of acquisition interests 

▪ Recommends approvals to the BOT

▪ Acts on FDOT’s applications for easements on these lands
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Policies and Applicability 
• Land Acquisition Funds, Specific Programs, and Statutory Authority 

• Policies established by the TIITF 

▪Policy for Incompatible Use of Natural Resource Lands

▪Use of Natural Resource Lands by Linear Facilities As Approved by The Board of Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Trust Fund on January 23, 1996

• Identify the applicability and potential use of state-owned conservation lands 

▪Area of Interest Tool- EST

▪Coordination 

◆ Land Management Agency or 

◆ FDEP Bureau of Public Lands Administration 
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Coordination 
• Explains Coordination

▪Between FDOT and Land Management Agency

▪Between FDOT, Land Management Agency, and Bureau of Public Lands Administration

▪Coordination with the OEM Director

▪ Includes mitigation
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ARC Agenda Item Package and ARC Meeting
• Explains preparation of: 

▪ ARC Agenda Item Package

◆ Upland Easement Application

◆ Supplemental Information for the Upland 
Easement Application

◆ State Lands Impact Report 

• Process of scheduling ARC Meeting Agenda Item

• ARC review of the ARC Agenda Item Package 

• ARC determination and development of an MOA

• Signing of MOA and FDEP preparation of easement 
document for FDOT approval

• Other applicable laws and regulations
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Documentation in a NMSA Checklist

• Identifies if there are state-owned conservation lands being acquired in the project area that are 
subject to review and approval by the ARC

• Includes a summary of impacts and coordination (as appropriate) and includes correspondence in 
the project file

• Final decisions by the Council and MOA if applicable, are referenced and included in the project file
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Documentation in a State Environmental Impact Report Form
• Recreational Areas and Protected Lands subsection 

▪Summary of the identification of and impact to state-owned conservation land

▪Discussion of the ARC review process

• Correspondence in the SWEPT project file

• If final decisions by the ARC are made and the MOA is completed at finalization of the SEIR, they 
should be attached
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See Figure 23-1
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Questions? 
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