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The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal

environmental laws described in this training are carried out by FDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. § 327 F D O I
and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 14, 2016 executed by FHWA and FDOT.
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What is NEPA?

 NEPA is a federal environmental program
administered by the U.S. Department of
Transportation

e QOutlines national environmental policy and goals

e Establishes the Council on Environmental Quality
in the Executive Office of the President

* Establishes provisions for federal agencies to
enforce such policies and goals
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Major Components of NEPA

Provides a procedural framework to evaluate a

Comments
project’s environmental impacts, and ways to , Res;’c‘,:ses
avoid, minimize, or mitigate unavoidable
im pacts Alternatives ot

Requires environmental review, analysis and
stakeholder input

“ . 7
Documents the project story Environmental

Results in an informed decision by the lead Analysis

federal agency
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Title 23 U.S.C. § 327 --
“NEPA Assignment-

Authorizes the Secretary of the United States
Department of Transportation to assign to the
States his or her responsibilities for:

¢ National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

¢ Environmental review, consultation or other actions required
by Federal environmental laws

States can request responsibility for:

e Highway Projects
e Multimodal projects
e Public Transportation
e Railroad Projects



Why NEPA Assignment

* Savings
* Removes one layer of governmental review — FHWA

e California, Texas and Ohio report a 25% to 30%
overall time reduction

* FDOT analysis:
* Has seen similar time savings
* Has seen a cost savings in the PD&E phase
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NEPA Assignment Saves Cost

A shorter PD&E Phase saves project costs and staff time
* Time = money

e Less potential for changes in environmental conditions or laws I

e Fewer document revisions

* A shorter PD&E phase reduces the probability of
environmental

or regulatory changes which can alter your design

* Fewer design changes reduce the number of reevaluations
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Why NEPA Assignment is good for us

Puts FDOT in the Driver’s Seat, responsible for the fate of its own projects
Federal decision-making authority within FDOT

No reduction of environmental considerations

[ Saving staff time & effort by eliminating a layer of review and approval }

Direct consultation between FDOT and federal regulatory agencies
More timely delivery of transportation projects to Florida’s citizens
Efficient use of FDOT staff and resources
Realized cost savings can be applied to other FDOT projects
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN
THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION AND THE
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION CONCERNING THE
STATE OF FLORIDA'S PARTICIPATION IN THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROJECT DELIVERY
PROGRAM PURSUANT TO 23 U.S.C. 327

THIS MEMORANDL
FEDERAL HIGHWAY IS IO an administrat
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (here ar "USDOT"), and the STATE OF FLORIDA
gh its FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (herginaftar "FDOT"), and hereb

WITNESSETH

Whereas, Sectio of Title 23 of tha United &
Transportation Pr : C erainafter "Program’
t of Transportation (hereina T Se— 2
responsi bilit
‘NEPA,” and all or pan of the U_1Du|
ne required by F .Jironmental I:aws '.lnth respg-r,'t to highws pu[ulu_,
transportation, rail and multimodal |:-rr_1jec thin the state; and

Whereas, 23 U ¥ (2) requires a State to submit an application in order to paricipate in the
Frogram, and

Whereas, on Aprl 15, 20 ar b bmittal of its application to FHWA, FDOT publi
solicited public comment on its app 0 ricipate in the Program as required
., and addressed the comm d as appropriate; and

Whereas, the Florida Legislature passed House Bill 7027 and the Gowvernor signed it into law on April 4,
2016 as Chapter 2016-181, Laws of Florida, allowing the State to parti 2 in the Program; and

Whereas, on M 2018, ate of Florida acting by and threugh FDOT, submitted an application
to FHWA with respect to highway j i State of Florida;

-jlher appropriate Federal a
Whereas, {i

18]
mined that FDOT's ap|
onmental laws and

Now, therefore, FHWA and FDOT agree as follows:

PART 1. PURPOSE OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
11 Purpose

111 This MOU officially approves FDDTé al i 8 ate in the Program and is the written
agreement required by 2 § a2 ch the USDOT Secreta '

The Memorandum of
Understanding

* Written agreement whereby FDOT assumes responsibilities of
the USDOT Secretary for federal environmental laws with
respect to highway projects within the State of Florida

* The MOU identifies
* Responsibilities assigned to FDOT

* Responsibilities retained by FHWA
* Legal liability

* Training Plan

* Self-Assessment requirements

Audit process

* FDOT to provide FHWA with quarterly listings of project
approvals
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How Florida benefits from NEPA assignment

* Receives time- and cost-savings — without
compromising quality

* |s responsible for the fate of its own projects
* Has decision-making authority
* Directly consults with federal regulatory agencies

* Experiences more timely delivery of transportation
projects

* Allows more efficient use of FDOT staff and resources
e Can apply cost savings to other FDOT projects
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