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 Course # 0008324
 Instructors are Jeff Caster & ………
 If you signed in and stay, you will get two credits
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Two Continuing Education Credits
•Students preparing to practice highway landscape architecture will learn about 
the Federal, State, and local laws pertaining to landscape architecture and outdoor 
advertising in Florida.  
•This course is a pre-requisite for the BOLA approved two hour continuing 
education class Highway Landscape Architecture & Outdoor Advertising Hands 
On Training.



2



3



 The Highway Beautification Act, was signed by the 
President on October 22, 1965. This created "23 USC 
131" or Section 131 of Title 23, United States Code 
(1965), commonly referred to as "Title I of the Highway 
Beautification Act of 1965
 control of outdoor advertising, including removal of 

certain types of signs 
 required certain junkyards to be removed or screened 

and encouraged scenic enhancement and roadside 
development.
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 “I want to make sure that the America we see from 
these major highways is a beautiful America.” LBJ

 The President had surgery to remove his gall 
bladder and a kidney stone at Bethesda Naval 
Hospital. … he had returned to the White House 
only the day before, … he recalled the drive from 
the hospital to the White House along the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway:

 “I saw Nature at its purest. The dogwoods had 
turned red. The maple leaves were scarlet and gold . 
. . . And not one foot of it was marred by a single 
unsightly man-made obstruction--no advertising 
signs, no junkyards. Well, doctors could prescribe 
no better medicine for me.”  He added:

 “We have placed a wall of civilization between us 
and the beauty of our countryside. In our eagerness 
to expand and improve, we have relegated nature to 
a weekend role, banishing it from our daily lives. I 
think we are a poorer nation as a result. I do not 
choose to preside over the destiny of this country 
and to hide from view what God has gladly given.  
Beauty belongs to all the people.”
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The Congress hereby finds and declares that the erection 
and maintenance of outdoor advertising signs, 
displays, and devices in areas adjacent to the Interstate 
System and the primary system should be controlled 
in order to protect the public investment in such 
highways, to promote the safety and recreational value 
of public travel, and to preserve natural beauty.
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 …any State which the Secretary determines has not made 
provision for effective control of the erection and 
maintenance along the Interstate System and the primary 
system of those additional outdoor advertising signs, 
displays, and devices which are more than six hundred and 
sixty feet off the nearest edge of the right-of-way, located 
outside of urban areas, visible from the main traveled way 
of the system, and erected with the purpose of their 
message being read from such main traveled way, shall be 
reduced by amounts equal to 10 per centum of the 
amounts which would otherwise be apportioned to such 
State ….
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 size, lighting and spacing

 within six hundred and sixty feet of the 
nearest edge of the right-of-way within 
areas adjacent to the Interstate and 
primary systems which are zoned 
industrial or commercial under authority 
of State law 

 Any State highway department which has, 
… entered into an agreement with the 
Secretary to control the erection and 
maintenance of outdoor advertising signs, 
… in areas adjacent to the Interstate 
System shall be entitled to receive the 
bonus payments as set forth in the 
agreement, but no such State highway 
department shall be entitled to such 
payments unless the State maintains the 
control required under such agreement
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/41/Reubin_Askew.jpg


ARTICLE II GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 7. Natural resources and scenic beauty.--

(a) It shall be the policy of the state to conserve and 
protect its natural resources and scenic beauty
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 479.015 Legislative intent with respect to 
regulation of signs in areas adjacent to state 
highways.--The control of signs in areas adjacent 
to the highways of this state is declared to be 
necessary to protect the public investment in the 
state highways; to attract visitors to this state by 
conserving the natural beauty of the state; to 
preserve and promote the recreational value of 
public travel; to assure that information in the 
specific interest of the traveling public is 
presented safely and aesthetically; to enhance the 
economic well-being of the state by promoting 
tourist-oriented businesses, such as public 
accommodations, vehicle services, attractions, 
campgrounds, parks, and recreational areas; and 
to promote points of scenic, historic, cultural, and 
educational interest. 
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 479.02 Duties of the department.--It shall be 
the duty of the department to: 

 Administer and enforce the provisions of this 
chapter and the agreement between the state and 
the United States Department of Transportation 
relating to the size, lighting, and spacing of signs 
in accordance with Title I of the Highway 
Beautification Act of 1965 and Title 23, United 
States Code, and federal regulations in effect as of 
the effective date of this act. 

 Regulate size, height, lighting, and spacing of 
signs permitted in … commercial areas and … 
industrial areas on the interstate highway system 
and the federal-aid primary highway system. 

 Adopt such rules as it deems necessary or proper 
for the administration of this chapter .…..
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Outdoor Advertising Sign Regulation and Highway 
Beautification

 Licenses

 Permits

 Fees

 Violations

 Junkyards
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 "Business of outdoor advertising" means the business of 
constructing, erecting, operating, using, maintaining, leasing, or selling 
outdoor advertising structures, outdoor advertising signs, or outdoor 
advertisements. 

 "Controlled area" shall mean 660 feet or less from the nearest edge of 
the right-of-way of any portion of the State Highway System, interstate, 
or federal-aid primary system and beyond 660 feet of the nearest edge 
of the right-of-way of any portion of the State Highway System, 
interstate, or federal-aid primary system outside an urban area. 

 "Nonconforming sign" means a sign which was lawfully erected but 
which does not comply with the land use, setback, size, spacing, and 
lighting provisions of state or local law, rule, regulation, or ordinance 
passed at a later date or a sign which was lawfully erected but which 
later fails to comply with state or local law, rule, regulation, or 
ordinance due to changed conditions. 
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 "Sign" means any combination of structure and message in the form of an 
outdoor sign, display, device, figure, painting, drawing, message, placard, 
poster, billboard, advertising structure, advertisement, logo, symbol, or other 
form, whether placed individually or on a V-type, back-to-back, side-to-side, 
stacked, or double-faced display or automatic changeable facing, designed, 
intended, or used to advertise or inform, any part of the advertising message or 
informative contents of which is visible from any place on the main-traveled 
way. The term does not include an official traffic control sign, official marker, 
or specific information panel erected, caused to be erected, or approved by the 
department. 

 "Sign direction" means that direction from which the message or informative 
contents are most visible to oncoming traffic on the main-traveled way. 

 "Sign face" means the part of the sign, including trim and background, which 
contains the message or informative contents. 

 "Sign facing" includes all sign faces and automatic changeable faces displayed 
at the same location and facing the same direction. 
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 No person shall engage in the business of outdoor 
advertising in this state without first obtaining a license…

 … a person may not erect, operate, use, or maintain, or 
cause to be erected, operated, used, or maintained, any 
sign on the State Highway System outside an incorporated 
area or on any portion of the interstate or federal-aid 
primary highway system without first obtaining a permit…

 The annual permit fee for each sign facing shall be 
established by the department by rule in an amount 
sufficient to offset the total cost to the department for the 
program, but shall not exceed $100.
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Spacing, Height, and Size

 One thousand five hundred feet from any other permitted sign on 
the same side of the highway, if on an interstate highway. 

 One thousand feet from any other permitted sign on the same 
side of the highway, if on a federal-aid primary highway. 

 The minimum spacing provided in this paragraph does not 
preclude the permitting of V-type, back-to-back, side-to-side, 
stacked, or double-faced signs at the permitted sign site. 

 Exceeds 50 feet in sign structure height above the crown of the 
main-traveled way, if outside an incorporated area; 

 Exceeds 65 feet in sign structure height above the crown of the 
main-traveled way, if inside an incorporated area; or 

 Exceeds 950 square feet of sign facing including all 
embellishments.
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lynn.holschuh@dot.state.fl.us

http://www2.dot.state.fl.us/RightofWay/

www.MyFloridaBeautiful.com 
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 www.MyFloridaBeautiful.com

For Landscape Architects

 What you must know…
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 District One. Michael Schulte michael.schulte@dot.state.fl.us 

 District Two. Kenneth Cheek kenneth.cheek@dot.state.fl.us 

 District Three. Willson McBurney wsmcburney@pbsj.com 

 District Four. Elisabeth Hassett elisabeth.hassett@dot.state.fl.us 

 District Five. Susan Preil slpreil@pbsj.com

 District Six. Craig James steven.james@dot.state.fl.us 

 District Seven. John Simpson john.simpson@dot.state.fl.us 

 Turnpike. Bruce Mantell bruce.mantell@dot.state.fl.us 

 Central Office Jeff Caster jeff.caster@dot.state.fl.us 

31



479.106 Vegetation management.–

 The removal, cutting, or trimming of trees or vegetation on public 
right-of-way to make visible or to ensure future visibility of the facing 
of a proposed sign or previously permitted sign shall be performed only 
with the written permission of the department in accordance with 
the provisions of this section. 

 Beautification projects, trees, or other vegetation shall not be 
planted or located in the view zone of legally erected and permitted 
outdoor advertising signs which have been permitted prior to the date 
of the beautification project or other planting, where such planting 
will, at the time of planting or after future growth, screen such sign 
from view. 
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View zones are established along the public rights-of-way of interstate highways, 
expressways, federal-aid primary highways, and the State Highway System in the state, 
excluding privately or other publicly owned property, as follows: 

 A view zone of 350 feet for posted speed limits of 35 miles per hour 
or less. 

 A view zone of 500 feet for posted speed limits of over 35 miles per 
hour. 

 The established view zone shall be within the first 1,000 feet 
measured along the edge of the pavement in the direction of 
approaching traffic from a point on the edge of the pavement 
perpendicular to the edge of the sign facing nearest the highway 
and shall be continuous unless interrupted by existing, naturally 
occurring vegetation. The department and the sign owner may enter 
into an agreement identifying the specific location of the view zone 
for each sign facing. In the absence of such agreement, the 
established view zone shall be measured from the sign along the 
edge of the pavement in the direction of approaching traffic as 
provided in this subsection. 
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 If a sign owner alleges any governmental entity or other party has 
violated this subsection, the sign may file a claim in the circuit court 
where the sign is located.  … If the circuit court determines a violation 
of this subsection has occurred, the court shall award a claim for 
compensation equal to the lesser of the revenue from the sign lost 
during the time of screening or the fair market value of the sign, and 
the governmental entity or other party shall pay the award of 
compensation subject to available appeal.  … A natural person, private 
corporation, or private partnership licensed under part II of chapter 481 
providing design services for beautification or other projects shall not 
be subject to a claim of compensation under this section when the 
initial project design meets the requirements of this section. 
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 The department shall have the following general 
powers and duties:

 (26) To provide for the conservation of natural 
roadside growth and scenery and for the 
implementation and maintenance of roadside 
beautification programs, and no less than 1.5 percent 
of the amount contracted for construction projects 
shall be allocated by the department to beautification 
programs. 
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 “Screen” or “Screening” means the planting or 
installation of any vegetation or other landscape 
material which will reach a height of the bottom of the 
lowest sign face as viewed from a height of 3.5 feet 
above the roadway surface at the edge of the travel lane 
closest to the outdoor advertising sign.

 “View Zone” means as defined in Section 479.106(6), 
F.S.
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 No planting or installation of vegetation or other landscape material for 
landscape projects, or issuance of permits for such planting or installation, 
including construction and beautification projects, is allowed on Department 
right of way which screens or which, when mature, will screen an outdoor 
advertising sign permitted under Chapter 479, F.S. 
 This prohibition applies to outdoor advertising signs exempt from Department 

permitting requirements that are on the state highway system and located 
within incorporated municipalities.  

 This prohibition applies to all landscape, construction, and beautification 
projects on Department right of way regardless of the source of funds for the 
project, except for landscape projects approved by the Department prior to the 
date of the original, state sign permit for the sign.  

 For purposes of this rule, a landscape, construction, or beautification project is 
approved when it is specifically identified in the Department’s five year work 
program, is a permitted landscape project, is part of an executed agreement 
between the Department and a local government, or has been approved in 
writing by the Department for installation at a later date by a local government.
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 When a landscape project is proposed within 1,000 
feet approaching a permitted outdoor advertising sign 
which does not have an approved application for 
vegetation management, the landscape architect of 
record will notify the sign permittee …that the 
permittee has 30 days to submit an Application to 
Permit Vegetation Management at Outdoor 
Advertising Sign in accordance with Part III of this rule 
chapter, that proposes the specific location of a view 
zone.
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Dear Sign Permittee: 

Pursuant to the requirements, of Rule Chapter 14-40.003(3)(b), Florida Administrative Code (copy enclosed), this letter is to notify you that a 
highway landscape project along State Road XXX in YYY County is proposed within the view zone of your outdoor advertising sign, permit 
tag number ZZ000/ZZ001. Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) records indicate that a permitted 500 foot vegetation management 
zone has not been established for the referenced permit(s). Please note that the rule chapter provides you 30 days, from receipt of this notice, 
to submit an Application for Vegetation Management with the FDOT. Through that process, a vegetation management zone may be 
established. This is an important step to assure that the sign facing will not be screened by any part of this landscape project. 

At your earliest convenience, I would like to meet with you to explain the community’s plan for highway beautification. This information may be 
helpful to you when determining the best location for the vegetation management zone. With your input, I am confident that the plan can 
provide maximum visibility of your sign facing, while meeting the objectives of the community. 

Please contact me at your earliest convenience. I will look forward to hearing from you. 

Respectfully, 

E.Z. Doesit, Landscape Architect. 

Cc: FDOT District Landscape Manager 

enclosure 
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 If an application is not submitted by the sign 
permittee within 30 days of notification, screening will 
be prohibited as described in paragraph 479.106(6)(b), 
F.S.
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 The established view zone shall be within the first 1,000 
feet measured along the edge of the pavement in the 
direction of approaching traffic from a point on the edge of 
the pavement perpendicular to the edge of the sign facing 
nearest the highway and shall be continuous unless 
interrupted by existing, naturally occurring 
vegetation. The department and the sign owner may enter 
into an agreement identifying the specific location of the 
view zone for each sign facing. In the absence of such 
agreement, the established view zone shall be 
measured from the sign along the edge of the pavement 
in the direction of approaching traffic as provided in this 
subsection. 
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 The limits of the screening prohibition may be 
adjusted pursuant to a written agreement between the 
sign permittee and the local government.
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Beautification Projects shall not be located in an area 
that will screen from view legally erected and 
permitted outdoor advertising signs which have been 
permitted prior to the date of the beautification project.  

Section 479.106(6), Florida Statutes 
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 The removal, cutting, or trimming of trees or 
vegetation on public right-of-way to make visible 
or to ensure future visibility of the facing of a 
proposed sign or previously permitted sign shall 
be performed only with the written permission 
of the department in accordance with the 
provisions of this section. 

 Any person desiring to engage in the removal, 
cutting, or trimming of trees or vegetation for the 
purposes herein described shall make written 
application to the department. The application 
shall include the applicant's plan for the 
removal, cutting, or trimming and for the 
management of any vegetation planted as part of 
a mitigation plan. 
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 the department may require a vegetation 
management plan, approved by the department, 
which considers conservation and mitigation, or 
contribution to a plan of mitigation, for the 
replacement of such vegetation.

 A vegetation management plan will not be required for 
applications submitted exclusively to establish the 
location of a view zone…
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 Mitigation

 Determining the Mitigation Value of Roadside 
Vegetation
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jeff.caster@dot.state.fl.us

www.MyFloridaBeautiful.com  

850 414 5267
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