TYPE 1 OR PROGRAMMATIC CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION CHECKLIST 
INSTRUCTION SHEET

This Instruction Sheet was created to provide you with guidance [in brackets] on how to prepare the Type 1 / Programmatic Categorical Exclusion Checklist and Backup Memorandum. It is the responsibility of the LAP agency to identify which form of Categorical Exclusion (CE), either Type 1 or Programmatic, the project meets and what condition(s) it meets under the specific CE.  There are 20 different conditions for Type I CEs and 39 conditions for Programmatic CEs. 

Please provide a memorandum that specifies which CE format the project is being reviewed under (Type 1 CE or Programmatic CE) and which condition(s) is being met.  The memorandum should also provide the documentation that is requested below in blue, and must include a section for each Checklist item below. 

This form can only be used if the project being reviewed meets the criteria set forth in Part 1, Chapter 2 of the Florida Department of Transportation’s Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Manual regarding National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) compliance (all Checklist answers must be NO for the project to qualify as a Type 1 or Programmatic Categorical Exclusion).  

When submitting this form, use the blank template provided.  DO NOT submit this instruction sheet with additional information.  

Financial Project ID	__________________	
FAP No. [This information is requested from the LAP office]_______________
State Road No. [(if applicable) SR# / local name of road] ________________________
County ___________________
Project Description: ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
[Include the SR#, local name and limits.  Describe the type of construction/scope of work to be performed on the checklist.  In the Backup Memorandum include this information and also specify if the project is a Type I CE or Programmatic CE and identify the activity number(s) from the lists in Part 1, Chapter 2 of the PD&E Manual.]
	
	YYES    NO

	Will the project cause significant adverse impacts to local traffic patterns, property access, or community cohesiveness, or planned community growth or land use patterns?  [State the type of impact that the project will have on the community and if it is positive or minor and whether or not the project will impact, improve, or not affect the community.  Review of MOT plans should be conducted to determine if there are any short term impacts to local traffic patterns as well.]  
	___     ___

	
Will the project cause significant adverse impacts to air, noise and water?  [If you are required to get a permit from SFWMD/SJRWMD for drainage improvements, please submit the permit application number so FDOT can access the electronic application through epermitting. This will address the water quality issue. Your project will need to be assessed for potential noise impacts if there will be changes in vertical or horizontal roadway geometry such as adding lanes, moving outside lanes closer to residences or parks, or changing roadway elevation.  Since a project that qualifies as a Type 1 or PCE cannot involve an increase in roadway capacity, there should only be temporary noise and air quality impacts from the construction activities.]  
	





___     ___




	
	YES    NO

	
Will the project cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands?  [Note whether wetlands are present including acreage and type of wetlands, if possible, in the vicinity of the project and if they will be impacted.  New construction in wetlands shall be avoided unless there is no practicable alternative to the construction and the proposed action includes all practicable measures to minimize harm to wetlands which may result from such construction. Include permit application or epermit number and mitigation measures proposed if wetlands are impacted.  Mitigation is the responsibility of the LAP agency.  *In order to go to construction, this info will need to be submitted.] 
	___     ___     

	
Will the project cause significant adverse impacts to navigation?  [If your project involves work on a bridge over navigable waters, contact the US Coast Guard (USCG) to determine whether a USCG permit is necessary Provide coordination documentation on this issue (i.e., phone log or copy of e-mail).  If the project involves bridge renovations or bridge replacement you MUST go to the USCG website, complete the bridge questionnaire, and submit it to both USCG and FDOT.]
	___     ___

	
Will the project cause significant impacts to floodplains in accordance with Part 2, Chapter 24?  [Refer to FIRM maps and provide documentation.] 
	___     ___

	
Will the project cause significant impacts to endangered and threatened species or their critical habitats?  [Will the project impact a specific area occupied by documented endangered or threatened species occurrences? Examples include wood stork core foraging areas and expansion joints below bridge deck slabs where Mexican free-tailed bats may exist?  Does the project area involve Critical habitat for any listed species such as small tooth sawfish, turtles, or manatees?  Examples include: wetlands, Essential Fish Habitat (EFH), reefs, seagrasses, or mangroves.  Gather species occurrence information through agency approved GIS databases, verify in the field and submit to FDOT.  Also obtain and submit on your CD with your plans: detailed information regarding any drainage features or in-water work to be included in the project and include Best Management Practices that will be used to avoid, minimize, and mitigate any adverse effects to wildlife and habitats.  FDOT will generate any necessary correspondence to be submitted to USFWS, NMFS, FFWCC based on the information submitted, prior to approval of the Checklist.] 
	___     ___

	
Will the project require acquisition of significant amount of right-of-way?  [You need to include specifics on the amount of right-of-way acquisition necessary for the project, and FDOT/FHWA will make a final determination on whether the right-of-way impacts are significant. This information should be coordinated with the FDOT LAP Coordinator prior to the submittal of this checklist for approval.  ROW acquisition must be conducted as per the Federal Regulations and coordination with FDOT ROW office.]
	___     ___

	
Will the project require relocation of a significant number of residents or businesses?  [If ROW relocations are necessary, you must coordinate with the FDOT ROW office.  This checklist cannot be used for projects which require residential relocations ]
	___     ___




	
	YES    NO

	
Are there any properties protected under Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act within the project limits that will require a Section 4(f) Evaluation in accordance with Part 2, Chapter 13?  [Please provide location maps showing the project limits that identify adjacent public lands and/or historic sites as per Part 2, Chapter 13 of the PD&E Manual, if any.   These properties (i.e. public parks, recreation areas, waterfowl/wildlife refuges, conservation areas, NRHP Listed sites, etc.) cannot be taken or used, unless FHWA has made a determination that Section 4(f) does not apply.  If there is a site in question, you must coordinate with the FDOT and they will coordinate with FHWA prior to submittal of this checklist for approval.]
	___     ___

	
Are there any properties protected under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act within the project limits, and if there are, will the project have a significant impact on any of those properties?  Projects that may involve historic properties must meet the requirements for consultation with the SHPO (or THPO as appropriate) as outlined in Part 2, Chapter 12 of this manual.  [Conduct a field review and note any older buildings, neighborhoods, historic districts or structures on or immediately adjacent to the project corridor, particularly any buildings that look like they might have been constructed prior to 1960.  Look for any marked or designated archeological sites, memorial plaques, historic markers, or interpretive signage within the vicinity of the project. Coordinate with local and county archaeologists and historians to obtain as much information as possible about potential historic sites in the vicinity of the project and include this information, as well as a statement as to whether the aesthetics of any such sites will be affected by the proposed project in the Backup Memorandum.  It may be necessary to conduct a Cultural Resource Assessment as per Volume 2, Chapter 12 of the PD&E Manual.  If historic sites exist in the vicinity of the project, FDOT will consult with SHPO prior to approval of this Checklist.]  
	___     ___

	
Will the project have a significant involvement with contamination?  [For roadways on the State System, the FDOT is responsible for any contamination cleanups within the FDOT right-of-way. Therefore, if excavation activity will take place (i.e. utilities, mast arm installation, dewatering or drainage improvements) near a potential contamination source or hazardous material generator, agency file reviews are required to see if this is an identified contamination site.  Further investigation, including groundwater/soil testing may be warranted.  Please coordinate with the FDOT on this issue. If potential contamination is located on your project, it is your responsibility to conduct level I & II testing. Refer to Part 2, Chapter 22 of the PD&E Manual for further guidance.  If there is a superfund site located in the area of the project, then you cannot qualify this project as a PCE/Type I.]
	___    ___     

	
Will the project require a public hearing or an opportunity for a public hearing?  [Public support for the project is needed.  When the District determines that a sensitive community issue exists on or near the proposed improvement, a Community Awareness Memorandum (CAM) may be prepared by the project manager.  The CAM should recommend public involvement activities deemed appropriate to meet community concerns and specify the phases of project development at which they should occur.  However, if community concerns exist that cannot be adequately addressed in a CAM, or there is a potential for significant environmental impacts, then you cannot qualify this project as a PCE/Type I.  A Public Involvement Program must be initiated.]  
	    ___    ___     



IMPORTANT  If the answer to any of these questions is Yes, then a Type 1 or Programmatic Categorical exclusion does not apply, and additional coordination with the FHWA Transportation Engineer is required to determine the necessary level of environmental documentation. [If any of the above are answered YES or if there is an uncertainty of what the answer should be, the LAP agency must contact the FDOT LAP Coordinator as soon as possible.  The FDOT will initiate any necessary coordination with FHWA.]



Financial Project ID  __________________	FAP No. ___________________
State Road No. ________________________
County ___________________
Project Description: _________________________________________________________
        _________________________________________________________

FINDING:	
This project has been evaluated and, has been determined to meet the conditions as set forth in the PD&E Manual, Part 1, Chapter 2; therefore:

___	This project is a Type 1 Categorical Exclusion under (23 CFR 771.117(c)) effective November 27, 1987.

___	This project is a Programmatic Categorical Exclusion per FHWA, FTA, and FDOT Agency Operating Agreement executed on January 15, 2003.


Package prepared by:


LAP Reviewer: _______________________			Date: ______________
Name:	[Please sign and date the checklist at the time of submittal of the package to the FDOT LAP Coordinator.]
Company:
Address:


LAP Administrator: ___________________ 				Date: _______________
	

FDOT Concurrence: ___________________ 			Date: _______________
District 4 Environmental Administrator


The following is a list of any supporting reports or technical studies that were prepared and are included in the project file that were necessary to support the conclusions reached on the checklist.  This documentation is required only for unusual circumstance since the projects covered by Type 1 and Programmatic CE determinations do not typically, based on past experience, cause significant impact. 

[Please list any technical reports that were necessary, i.e. Level I or II Contamination, Endangered Species Biological Assessment (ESBA), EFH, Cultural Resource Assessment Survey (CRAS), etc.]

· _____________________________________________	
· _____________________________________________	
· _____________________________________________	
· _____________________________________________	
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