Cultural Resources Information

Determine if there are significant cultural resources that 
could be affected by the project

· To access available GIS cultural resource data, the Local Government will need to contact the Florida Division of Historical Resources (DHR) Florida Master Site File (FMSF) office directly by calling (800) 847-PAST (will need to ask for the FMSF office specifically).

· Any individual at the FMSF office will be able to assist.  

· The Local Government will need to ask about filling out a ”Request for Digital Data” form to have access to the information for their county.

· The form will need to be signed to show that the information will not be shared inappropriately.

· A link will be received for the FTP site that will have the database(s) available for download.

· Will have to possess ArcView or ArcInfo to be able to manipulate the shape files.

· Will have to update by request every 3-4 months.
· Locate project on GIS map using ArvView or ArcInfo and check to see if any cultural resource assessment surveys have been conducted in the project area and if any cultural resources, such as archaeological sites, historic structures, and/or historic bridge, are located within or adjacent to the project corridor.

· Check the database information for each of the cultural resources to see if they have been evaluated by the (DHR) (also known as the State Historic Preservation Officer [SHPO]) and if they are listed or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  

· Remember, there are still numerous cultural resources that have not been recorded at the FMSF and many that are recorded but have not been evaluated by the SHPO.  Also many of the cultural resource assessment surveys are either old or not comprehensive, so look at the date of the survey.  Cell tower surveys are not useful for roadway projects.
· A field visit would be useful to verify that historic structures identified in the GIS search are still there and that other historic structures (over 50 years old) might be potentially NRHP eligible and would require further evaluation by a cultural resource management firm.

· It is also helpful to check with Local Government Historic Planning departments and local non-profit historical associations for identification of cultural resources that are significant to the local community.

· The results of this information will need to be coordinated with the District 4 Environmental Administrator for determination of how to proceed.  The coordination with SHPO must be through the District to FHWA.  FHWA will then forward to SHPO for their review and clearance.
