Wildlife and Habitat Considerations

South Florida’s subtropical climate supports a diverse population of wildlife and habitat types. When a proposed project is reviewed it is critical that wildlife and habitat type be addressed.

As south Florida population grows certain habitat types are less common than others (and are therefore more likely to contain listed species) these habitat areas may receive a higher level of scrutiny prior to authorization of impacts. If your project site contains or is adjacent to the following habitat types listed below (see the PL&EM ENVIRO-FACT SHEETs under the Data Sources tab for more information), your project may require a wildlife habitat assessment and additional coordination measures with regulatory agencies. 

Coastal Area

Mangroves

Seagrasses

Wetlands

Pine Flatwoods

Scrub Habitat

South Florida has a high number of listed species, i.e. species that have been listed by the state or federal government as endangered, threatened, or of special state concern. In addition to listed species, several other species, such as the bald eagle, are not "listed" but have special laws that protect them individually. Federal and state laws require special authorizations (permits and/or agency coordination) when certain activities occur within the habitat of listed (or other protected) species.

All agency coordination is conducted by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), however it the responsibility of the LAP agent to do a database review and field review of the proposed site corridor.  Below are some key resources for your review.

Data Sources

The Florida Geographic Data Library (FGDL) is a mechanism for distributing spatial (GIS) data throughout the state of Florida. The FGDL is warehoused and maintained at the University of Florida's GeoPlan Center, a GIS Research & Teaching Facility. 

Currently, there are over 350 current and historic GIS layers in the FGDL, from over 35 local, state, federal, and private agencies. FGDL includes data on Land Use/ Land Cover, Hydrography, Soils, Transportation, Boundaries, Environmental Quality, Conservation, Census, and more. FGDL contains primarily vector GIS data layers. 

Most listed species data is available through the Florida Geographic Data Library (FGDL) at the following web address:
http://www.fgdl.org/metadataexplorer/explorer.jsp. Most T&E species data are located under the “Biologic & Ecologic” and “Environmental” content themes (drop-down menu in the upper left-hand corner).
Additional data for listed species and other resources of concern are available upon request from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FFWCC), Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI); United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). While not intended to be all-inclusive, the following websites also contain useful information for listed species and/or species of concern. Please note that these web addresses are subject to frequent revisions, including website address changes.
FFWCC – State-listed/regulated Wildlife Species

List of Endangered, Threatened and Species of Special Concern

http://myfwc.com/docs/WildlifeHabitats/Threatened_Endangered_Species.pdf
Gopher Tortoise Regulations

http://myfwc.com/WILDLIFEHABITATS/SpeciesInfo_GopherTortoise.htm
Bald Eagle Nest Locator

http://myfwc.com/eagle/eaglenests/nestlocator.aspx
Bald Eagle Management Plan

http://myfwc.com/docs/WildlifeHabitats/Eagle_Plan_April_2008.pdf
Burrowing Owl 

http://www.myfwc.com/WILDLIFEHABITATS/BirdSpecies_BurrowingOwl.htm
Breeding Bird Atlas

http://myfwc.com/bba/
Waterbird Colony Locator

http://myfwc.com/waders/
Bats 
http://www.myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/SpeciesInfo_Bats.htm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/research-center/Completed_Proj/Summary_EMO/FDOT_BD433.pdf
General GIS Data

http://research.myfwc.com/features/default.asp?id=1341
FNAI – General listed species and conservation lands information

General Website
http://www.fnai.org/
Rare Plant and Animal On-line Field Guides

http://www.fnai.org/FieldGuide/search_001.cfm
Conservation Lands 
http://www.fnai.org/gisdata.cfm.

Federal and State-listed plant species information

http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/index.cfm?method=programs&NavProgramCategoryID=3&programID=24&ProgramCategoryID=3
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/plant_conserve_list.html
http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/
http://plants.usda.gov/java/threat?statelist=states&stateSelect=US12
NMFS – Federally-listed species and Essential Fish Habitat

NMFS-listed Species

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdf/Florida%20Atlantic.pdf
EFH – Essential Fish Habitat Mapper
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/habitatprotection/efh/GIS_mapper.htm
Johnson’s Seagrass – Species Description & Critical Habitat

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/docs/JSG%20Factsheet.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/plants/johnsonsseagrass.htm
Marine Turtles and Coastal Lighting

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/turtles/#species
http://myfwc.com/WILDLIFEHABITATS/SeaTurtle_index.htm
Green sea turtle

http://www.fws.gov/ecos/ajax/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=C00S
Hawksbill sea turtle

http://www.fws.gov/ecos/ajax/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=C00E
Kemp’s Ridley/Atlantic sea turtle

http://www.fws.gov/ecos/ajax/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=C00O
Leatherback sea turtle

http://www.fws.gov/ecos/ajax/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=C00F
Loggerhead sea turtle

http://www.fws.gov/ecos/ajax/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=C00U
Smalltooth Sawfish

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/wetlands/forms/spgp/SPGP_IV_Attachment_14-Sawfish_SeaTurtlesConstCond.pdf
USFWS – Federally-listed species information
South Florida Ecological Services Office home page

http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/
Information on specific Threatened and Endangered species

http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/index.cfm?Method=programs&NavProgramCategoryID=3&programID=73&ProgramCategoryID=3
Threatened and Endangered Species, County-specific lists

http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/index.cfm?Method=programs&NavProgramCategoryID=3&programID=37&ProgramCategoryID=3
Wood Stork

http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/images/pdflibrary/20100518_letter_Service%20to%20Corps_FL%20Programmatic%20Stork%20revised1.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/northflorida/WoodStorks/wood-storks.htm
http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/images/pdflibrary/Management_Guidelines_Wood%20Stork.pdf
Eastern Indigo Snake

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=C026
http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/images/pdflibrary/20100125_letter_Service%20to%20Corps_FA%20%200642%20Programmatic%20Indigo%20Snake%20Key.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/northflorida/IndigoSnakes/20040212_gd_EIS_Standard_Protection_Measures.pdf
Florida Scrub Jay

http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/index.cfm?Method=programs&NavProgramCategoryID=3&programID=83&ProgramCategoryID=3
http://myfwc.com/WILDLIFEHABITATs/BirdSpecies_FLScrubJay.htm
http://www.fws.gov/northflorida/Scrub-Jays/general-survey-guide-082407.htm
Audubon’s Crested Caracara

http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/index.cfm?Method=programs&NavProgramCategoryID=3&programID=84&ProgramCategoryID=3
http://www.fgdl.org/metadataexplorer/explorer.jsp (under the “Biologic & Ecologic” content theme menu)

Everglades Snail Kite

http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/index.cfm?Method=programs&NavProgramCategoryID=3&programID=91&ProgramCategoryID=3
Red-cockaded Woodpecker

http://myfwc.com/WILDLIFEHABITATS/BirdSpecies_index.htm
http://myfwc.com/docs/FWCG/Red_cockaded_Woodpecker_Conservation_Guidelines.pdf
Florida Grasshopper Sparrow

http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/index.cfm?Method=programs&NavProgramCategoryID=3&programID=82&ProgramCategoryID=3
Southeastern Beach Mouse

http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/index.cfm?Method=programs&NavProgramCategoryID=3&programID=104&ProgramCategoryID=3
Designated Critical Habitat

http://criticalhabitat.fws.gov/
Florida Panther

http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/index.cfm?Method=programs&NavProgramCategoryID=10&programID=64&ProgramCategoryID=10
West Indian Manatee
General Information

http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/index.cfm?Method=programs&NavProgramCategoryID=3&programID=119&ProgramCategoryID=3
CERP Manatee Guidelines and South Florida Canal Manatee Access Maps

http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/index.cfm?method=programs&NavProgramCategoryID=11&programID=116&ProgramCategoryID=11
American Crocodile

http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/index.cfm?Method=programs&NavProgramCategoryID=3&programID=75&ProgramCategoryID=3
1

