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Specifications 101

Daniel Strickland, PE

State Specifications Engineer

Roller Coasters, Rockets, and Roads

Florida has the best of all 3!

What does this have to do with you??
EVERYTHING!
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Publications
Terminology
AASHTO Format 
Voice and Mood 
Contract Authority 
End Result 
Biddability
Training
AI Research

Today’s Topics

Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction 
(eBook)

Annual Publication:

FY 2025-26

Effective July 1, 2025 

through June 30, 2026
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The “Workbook”

The Workbook Webpage
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The Workbook Webpage

NEW and IMPROVED Underway!

JULY 2027
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Specification DNA

There is a standardized 

organization and 

classification for every 

specification.  

SECTION

ARTICLE

SUBARTICLE

Hierarchy of Specifications

3 Divisions
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Divisions 

Division I
• Legal Requirements and Covenants 

Division II
• Construction Details

Division III 
• Materials
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WAIT!!! There’s More!
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But There’s All Kinds of Specifications!

Remember This Guy?

But There’s All Kinds of Shrimp!

But There’s All Kinds of Specifications!

• Standard Specifications

• Special Provisions – categorized into 3 types of Contracts 

• Developmental Specifications

• Supplemental Specifications aka Mandatory Specifications 

• Technical Special Provisions 

• Modified Special Provisions

• Blanket Special Provisions – 8 Districts represented in 

Construction and Maintenance Contracts, all different
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Special Provisions

Approved additions and revisions to 

the Standard Specifications applicable 

to individual projects based on a set 

of conditions. 

Does not require prior 
approval process

Developmental Specifications

Specifications developed around a new 

process and/or material approved for 

limited use by the State Specifications 

Office, signed and sealed by the 

Professional Engineer responsible for 

authorizing their use. Field performance 

is monitored.

Requires approval
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Supplemental Specifications

Additions or revisions to 
the current Standard 

Specifications (eBook).
AKA MANDATORY 
SPECIFICATIONS

Technical Specifications

Written by the Design Engineer

Coordinates with the District Specs 
Office

Must have Department approval

Design Engineer (or Florida licensed PE 
under his charge) Signs and Seals
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Modified Special Provisions

Submitted to District Specifications Office

Reviewed in District by appropriate parties

Submitted to Central Office Specs Team for review

State Specs Engineer reviews why the MSP is needed (similar to Design Exception)

Specs Office checks formatting and routes to General Counsel and the appropriate Technical Expert(s)

Response goes back to District

EOR Signs and Seals

Inserts Word version into the Specs Package
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Blanket Special Provisions

District Specific 
Workbook in Specs on 
the Web

Based on a standard 
Special Provision with 
District contact, phone 
number, etc.

Could be developed from 
an often-requested MSP

Varies from District to 
District
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Specs on the Web

The tool used to compile all Department of Transportation 

Specification Packages.
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Specs on the Web Rewrite

• Brand new application

• More Intuitive

• More User Friendly

• Modern Replacement

• Reduce Security and Technology Risks for the Department

• Process Improvements

• Streamlines Workflow

• Estimated Completion 2027 – if you take training now, you will be notified. We will reach out to all 

in the training database when new application will launch.
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Reference for everything regarding 
specifications.

The “Bible” for Specification writing, 
formatting, examples.

 

The Table of Contents is interactive and 
will take you to the Section you need.

Newly revised with plenty of examples.

Style Guide

AASHTO Format
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▪Clear 

▪Correct 

▪Concise 

▪Precise 

▪Quality must be measurable 

▪Simple Words 

▪Short Sentences and Paragraphs 

Voice and Mood

• In Passive Voice, the subject of a 
sentence receives the action.

• In Active Voice, the subject of a sentence 
performs the action.

• In Active Voice: Imperative Mood, the 
subject of a sentence is implied and 
understood.

• Passive Voice:
“The concrete shall be placed by 
the contractor in accordance with 
the plans and drawings.”

Voice and Mood

• Passive Voice:
“The contractor is to place the 
concrete.”

• Mood:
“Place the concrete.”
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• Contract exists between the Contractor and the 
Department

• Upon Termination, the Contract no longer exists

• Loss of Privity

• No Contractor Warranties

• No Duty to perform remedial action

Contract Authority

What do you want? (Say it once)

When do you want it?

Where do you want it?

Who must do it?

How or Why? (Don’t do it)

“…to prevent intrusion of mortar…”

“…use the utmost care…”

“…in order to prevent corrosion…”

“…use a trowel or other tool approved by the Engineer”

“…to ensure a smooth surface…”

End Result
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• Avoid using phrases like…

• “…or as directed by the Engineer”

• “…unless otherwise shown in the Contract Documents”

• “…upon direction from the District Materials Office”

• “…when so directed”

• “…to the satisfaction of the Engineer”

Biddability

Governing Order of Documents

1. Special Provisions

2. Technical Special Provisions

3. Plans

4. Standard Plans

5. Developmental Specifications

6. Supplemental Specifications

7. Standard Specifications
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Training

32

Specifications - New Website

https://www.fdot.gov/specifications/default.shtm 
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https://www.fdot.gov/specifications/default.shtm
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Leveraging AI – Research Project

• Layer 1 – Identifying Large Language Model Type and 

Training the Model

• Layer 2 – Improve and Harmonize FDOT’s Fundamental 

Documents and Publications

• Layer 3 – Evaluation of Existing TSPs and 

Developmental Specs

• Layer 4 – Development of Project-Based Querying and 

Initial Design

Resources

Specifications 
Home Page

Specifications 
Library Training Specifications 

Handbook
Specifications 
Style Guide
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https://www.fdot.gov/programmanagement/Specs.shtm
https://www.fdot.gov/programmanagement/Specs.shtm
https://www.fdot.gov/programmanagement/implemented/specbooks/default.shtm
https://www.fdot.gov/programmanagement/implemented/specbooks/default.shtm
https://floridaltap.org/specification-training/?Specification%20Package%20reparation%20Training%20for%20Consultant%20Firms
https://fdotwww.blob.core.windows.net/sitefinity/docs/default-source/specifications/resources/guidance/specshandbk-12-10-24-cln.pdf?sfvrsn=e06dcc35_1
https://fdotwww.blob.core.windows.net/sitefinity/docs/default-source/specifications/resources/guidance/specshandbk-12-10-24-cln.pdf?sfvrsn=e06dcc35_1
https://fdotwww.blob.core.windows.net/sitefinity/docs/default-source/specifications/guidance/styleguideforspecs8-19-05cln.pdf?sfvrsn=9957fde9_1
https://fdotwww.blob.core.windows.net/sitefinity/docs/default-source/specifications/guidance/styleguideforspecs8-19-05cln.pdf?sfvrsn=9957fde9_1
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Contact Us

Daniel Strickland, PE

State Specifications Engineer

CO-SPECDEV@dot.state.fl.us
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Contact Us

LET’S GET EVERYONE HOME.

IT CAN 
WAIT
FOCUS ON 

DRIVING
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mailto:CO-SPECDEV@dot.state.fl.us
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