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COVE ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND ENVI RONVENT PUBLI C HEARI NG
FI NANCI AL PRQIECT | DENTI FI CATI ON NO. : 441700-1-22-02

FLORI DA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON-
DI STRI CT 4

Cove Road Project Devel opnent and Environnent
Public Hearing was held at the Indian R ver State
Col | ege Chast ai n Canpus, 2400 Sout heast Sal erno Road,
Stuart, Florida 34997 on Wednesday the 23rd day of April
2025, the doors opened at 4:30 p.m for an open house
foll owed by the formal presentati on which conmenced at

6: 00 p.m, and being a Public Hearing.
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Vanita Saini, FDOT Project Manager
David Dangel, Ardurra Group Inc., Consult Project
Manager
Shal eese Pitterson, Public Involvenent Coordi nator,
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Di na Landaverde, FDOT Project Devel opnent Engi neeri ng
Speci al i st
Al ex Marks, FDOT Environnental Speciali st

Geysa Sosa, FDOT Project Devel opnment Manager
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Patricia Perrera
Franci s Atune
Yol ai n Veron
Mary Beth Mann
Zin Bryant
Tyrone Monty
Roger Hoski ns
Roy Spei zer

Pet er Zenuchi
Warren Newel

WIlliam Austin
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Geg Nulty
Lut her Fair
Martin G een
Nancy (Christopher Representative)

Derrek Powel |
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Maria Larrazabal, Spanish Interpreter
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(Ther eupon, the foll ow ng proceedi ngs were had:)
THE REPORTER:. W are now on record on
Wednesday, April 23rd, 2025, at 5:07 p.m for a
commentary from M. George Keaton, who resides at
7727 Sout heast Fork River Drive, ZIP Code 349977.
MR, KEATON:  Yes.
THE REPORTER: Correct.
MR. KEATON: Correct.
THE REPORTER: Ckay. And your commentary,
pl ease?
MR. KEATON: Can | speak?
THE REPORTER: Go ahead.
MR. KEATON: The left turn | anes from Cove
Road to H ghway 76 -- there are two left turn
| anes. The one on the left side of the two was
just recently added sone tine back, and it's
shorter than the other one. It needs -- and when
t hey shut that access off to where no one can turn
right on the Cove Road anynore with this new
project, they need to extend that |eft-hand turn
| ane to nake it -- nake it |onger, because traffic
backs up now, and it -- they can't get everybody
staged for the traffic signal without it backing up
way past that intersection there, where it cones

out on the Cove Road.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com




© 00 N o o A w N PP

N N NN NN P PR PR R R R PRk
o A W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

Transcri pt of Proceedi ngs CORRECTED
April 23, 2025

And then there is a new left turn | ane that
allows us to enter a left turn and enter our area
back in there, and that, according to the picture
or the proposal, looks |like they're going to
shorten it in length and nove it further towards 76
than it is now, and it -- that is sonething that
does not need to be done. It needs to be extended
back further towards US-1 than it is to allow
people to get into our conplex since we're going to
be stationary and we're not -- only going to be
able to do right turns out of there, so everybody's
going to have to be turning left, and it needs to
be segregated fromthe rest of the left turns
people that are going to Hi ghway 76 to nake a | eft
turn.

They've tried to do it, and they've inproved
on what it was, but it needs to be inproved a | ot
nore than it is currently.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Just the speed.

MR. KEATON:  Huh?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The speed.

MR. KEATON: Yes, and the cars exiting H ghway
76 onto Cove Road headed towards US-1 are comni ng
down at trenendous rates of speed, which does not

all ow people to turn left or to turn right out of
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t hat feeder road going back into our conpl exes back
t here, because you just can't judge the traffic
because people were nerging off of 76 and just
hamrer down, and they're com ng through there quite
hi gh speeds in excess of 50, 55 mles an hour,
quite a bit.

That's what | wanted to say.

THE REPORTER: Ckay. W are now off record at
5:10 p. m

(A recess was taken.)

M5. PITTERSON: Thank you for being here
tonight. W are about to start the presentation in
five mnutes, so if you can take your seat, please.

M5. SAINI: Good evening, and wel cone to the
Fl ori da Departnent of Transportation Public Hearing
for Cove Road Project Devel opnent Environnent
St udy.

Today is Wednesday, April 23rd, and the tinme -

THE REPORTER: W can't hear you. W can't
under st and.

M5. SAINI: Okay. |Is this better?

THE REPORTER:  Yes.

M5. SAINI: Today is Wednesday, April 23rd,

2025, and the tine is now 6:00 p. m
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My nane is Vanita Saini, and |'mthe project
manager, FDOT project manager for this project.
The financial project nunber, or FM nunber, is
441700-1-22-02, and efficient transportation
deci si on-maki ng, or ETDM nunber is 14479.

The proposed project involves the w deni ng of
Cove Road from State Road 76, Kanner Hi ghway, to
State Road 5, US-1 Federal Highway, in Martin
County, Florida.

The proposed inprovenents al so include
accommodati ons for bicyclists and pedestrians
t hroughout the entire project limts and nodifies
each intersection to i nprove operations al ong the
proj ect corridor.

This public hearing is being held to provide
you with the opportunity for the public to comment
on the project, so in the next few slides, we wll
share a fewitens regarding the |ogistics for this
public hearing, and then we'll begin the fornal
presentati on.

At this tinme, | just want to introduce the
PD&E project team We have David Dangel, who is
fromArdurra, and he's the PD&E Consulting Project
Manager .

| just introduced nyself, Vanita Saini, as the

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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DOT proj ect manager.

W al so have Shal eese Pitterson, who's the
public invol venrent coordinator from Kinl ey-Horn and
Associ at es.

And | also want to just announce, we al so have
DOT staff here, Dina Landaverde, who's the FDOT
Proj ect Devel opnent Engi neering Specialist, and we
have Al ex Marks, who's the FDOT Environnent al
Speci ali st, and we have Geysa Sosa, who's the FDOT
Proj ect Devel opnent Manager for the District
Pl anni ng & Environnental Managenent O fice.

And before we continue, | just want to naeke a
request. If the folks that are sitting at the end,
if they're able to nove a couple seats in so we can
get nore seating for those that want to sit. |If
there's any open spots in the mddle, if folks can
scoot over, if you don't mnd, to get nore people
to be able to have seating where they won't disrupt
people trying to get in through the aisle. |
appreciate that. Thank you. And we do have
seating in the front, anyone who's standing in the
back, so you can cone close in and find sone enpty
seat s.

At this time, | would like to recognize if

there are any elected federal, state, or county

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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officials who may be present tonight, and if there
are any elected federal, state, county officials
who woul d |Ii ke to be recognized, you can pl ease
stand and announce -- and | can announce you.

Ckay. |'m seeing none, SO can nobve on.

So before we begin a formal presentation, the
departnent |ikes to highlight our conpass and the
val ues that we work for as we nove projects fromP
and E to design to construction. So this is --
we' re highlighting safety, workforce devel opnent,

t echnol ogy, supply chain, resiliency, and
comunities, and these are the key focus areas for
the State that are considered for every project.

So these focus areas, if you | ook at safety,
we are commtted to providing a safe roadway, and
sone of the inprovenents that are under that key
focus area is, we are providing new pedestrian
features, and we are providing additional |anes
al ong the project corridor to reduce crashes
related to heavy congestion. W are providing
i ntersection inprovenents, and we are al so
upgradi ng the existing traffic signals, and we are
maki ng drai nage nodi fications to adjust project
I nprovenents, and ot her m scel |l aneous i nprovenents

on the roadway corner as well.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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Next, | will go over the agenda for this
evening's public hearing. The presentation wll
begin with a neeting format, and -- which -- we had
an open house format just earlier, and then we're
going to give a formal presentation, which FDOT --
we are going to explain the process that we go
t hrough for the PD&E study, the project purpose and
need, the agency coordination that has taken place,
and engi neering and environnental analysis
regarding the preferred alternative, and al so the
study schedul e.

And after the presentation, a formal public
coment session wll be held where you have
opportunity to provide oral statenents, or you nay
continue to provide comrents in witing if you
don't want to speak in front of the mc.

At this tinme, | wll give it over to Shal eese,
our public invol venrent coordinator, to go over the
technical information and rul es of engagenent for
this evening.

M5. PITTERSON: Thank you, Vanita.

Here are a few things to be aware of regarding
the neeting format. The Fl orida Departnent of
Transportation is providing nultiple opportunities

for you to receive informati on and provi de your

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com

11




© 00 N o o A w N PP

N N NN NN P PR PR R R R PRk
o A W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

Transcri pt of Proceedi ngs CORRECTED
April 23, 2025

i nput on this product.

You can participate in the public hearing
usi ng one of the three options shown here. A
hybrid nodel for this public was -- for this public
hearing consisting of both a virtual and a face-to-
face conponent.

The virtual neeting for this project was held
yesterday. A recording of that neeting will be
made available in -- on the website in com ng days.
The sanme information is being presented during both
options, and verbatimtranscripts will be nade
avai l abl e for your review

During tonight's neeting, you will be able to
view the printed exhibit boards during the open
house period, followed by a prerecorded
presentation, and a formal comment peri od.

During formal comrent period, you wll have an
opportunity to provide oral statenments at the
m cr ophone, or provide your comments directly to
the court reporter sitting on ny right, or you may
provi de your comment in witing at the table in the
back.

The project presentation will now begin.

FDOTI VO CEOVER: Wl cone to the Florida

Departnment of Transportation Public Hearing for the

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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Cove Road Project Devel opment and Environnment, or
PD&E Study, Financial Project 1D 441700-1-22-02,
and Efficient Transportation Decision-Mking Nunber
14479.

Public notice for this public hearing,

i ncluding informati on on how to access the neeting
platform was providing in letter notifications to
property owners and tenants within the project
area. This public hearing was adverti sed
consistent with the federal and state requirenents
shown in the slide.

In addition, emails were sent to interested
i ndi vidual s, elected and appointed officials,
gover nnent agenci es, and persons on the project
contacts |ist.

This public neeting was advertised in the
Florida Adm nistrative Register, newspaper, and via
social nedia. Notice was al so posted on the
proj ect website.

The proposed project is being devel oped in
accordance with the Gvil R ghts Act of 1964.

Under Title 6 of the CGvil R ghts Act of 1964,
public participation is solicited without regard to
race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion,

disability, or famly status.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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Persons wi shing to express their concerns
relative to the departnent's conpliance with Title
6 may do so by contacting FDOT District 4 Title 6
Coor di nat or Sharon Si ngh-Hagyan at 954-777-4190, or
via emai | at Sharon. si nghhagyan@lot.state.fl.us, or
FDOT State Title 6 Coordinator Stefan Kul akowski at
850-414-4742 or via email at
st ef an. kul akowski @lot . state.fl.us, or by calling
the toll-free nunber at 866-366-8435, extension
4190.

The environnental review, consultation, and
ot her actions required by applicabl e federal
environnmental |aws for these projects are being, or
have been, carried out by the FDOT pursuant to 23
United States Code 327, and a nenorandum of
under st andi ng dated May 26th, 2022, and executed by
t he Federal H ghway Adm nistration and FDOT.

This public hearing was advertised consi stent
with federal and state requirenents. A PD&E st udy
is the second phase of FDOT's transportation
proj ect devel opnent process. Key conponent to the
PD&E study include an eval uati on of existing
conditions, identification of future traffic needs,
devel opnent of project alternatives, environnental

and engi neering eval uations, and public and agency

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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i nvol venent.

Al'l findings and reconmendations are
docunented at the end of the study.

If a build alternative is selected, then the
proj ect noves forward into the design phase.

This project is |located w thin unincorporated
Martin County. The project limts begin from
Kanner H ghway and extend approximately 3.2 mles
to US-1 Federal H ghway.

Cove Road is a two-|ane roadway providing one
12-foot-wi de travel |lane in each direction. The
existing right of way within the project limts
varies from90 feet to 203 feet in wdth, and the
posted speed |imt varies from35 to 45 mles per
hour. There are intermttent sidewal ks al ong the
project corridor. However, there are no bicycle
facilities along this segnent of Cove Road.

A public kickoff neeting was held March 2023
to announce the project, and an alternatives public
wor kshop was held in May 2024 to present the
proposed alternatives.

This project neets the planning consistency
requirements. The project is funded and listed in
the Martin Metropolitan Planning O ganization, or

MPO, for Fiscal Year 2024 to 2029 Transportation

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com 15
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| mprovenent Program and the 2045 Long-range
Transportation Pl an.

The design and right-of-way phases for this
project are currently funded.

The primary purpose of w dening Cove Road from
two lanes to four lanes is to add capacity for all
nodes of travel, and inprove the | ocal
transportati on network. The need for the project
i ncl udes supporting econom ¢ and soci al demands,

i nprovi ng system |inkage, increasing capacity,
i mprovi ng connections and coordi nati on between
different transportati on nodes, and inproving

emer gency evacuati on.

Average daily traffic data was coll ected al ong
the project corridor. Based on the data coll ected,
the existing two | anes al ong Cove Road are
anticipated to operate at a |level of service E or F
during the a.m and p.m peak hours.

In addition, traffic along the project
corridor is expected to increase by 42 percent by
2045.

The preferred build alternative will address
safety issues and prevent the roadway fromfailing
with the current anticipated grow h.

The study team has conducted several |oca

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com 16
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gover nnent and agency coordi nati on neetings that
i ncl ude several project devel opnent neetings with
FDOT, the Martin MPO, and county staff.

The project team al so presented to various
residential comunities within the project area.
Two virtual public neetings and two in-person
public nmeetings were held to provide the public
Wi th opportunities to | earn about the project, ask
guestions, and provide comrents on the project.

Martin County approved the typical sections
for the Cove Road PD&E study. Five alternatives
were evaluated for this project and presented at
the alternatives public workshop held in My 2024.
The no-build alternative, which would involve no
i nprovenents to the roadway other than routine
mai ntenance will remain a viable alternative
t hr oughout the study.

The alternatives went through a screening
process, which included the eval uati on of severa
factors related to the purpose and need, nobility
i npacts, property inpacts, constructability, and
conpatibility with adjacent projects. Miltiple
coordi nati on nmeetings were conducted with the
county and property owners to identify the

alternative with | east inpact.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com 17
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An eval uation matrix conpares the potenti al
costs and inpacts of the proposed project
alternatives. The matrix prioritizes eval uation
criteria based on the right of way inpacts,
natural, environnental and physical inpacts and
estimted costs to design and construct the
project. The project corridor is broken out into
two segnents. Segnent 1 extends from Kanner
H ghway to Aval on Drive and Segnent 2 extends from
Avalon Drive to U S. 1.

The Preferred Build alternative for Segnment 1
of the project is alternative 1B. This alternative
i ncludes two 11-foot travel |anes in each direction
separated by a 22-foot nedian. There are no on-
road bicycle | anes included. Pedestrians and
bi cyclists will be accommopdated on 12 foot w de
shared use paths al ong both sides of the road.

Most of the proposed typical section will be
constructed within FDOT's existing right of way.
Potential right-of-way needs wll be finalized
during the design phase.

Atraffic signal will remain at the
i ntersection of Kanner H ghway, Cove Road. The
Sout hwest Gai nes Avenue intersection will be

converted to provide two-way access at Cove Road.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com 18
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The existing Gai nes Avenue extension will be
converted to a one-way road to accommopdat e

west bound access to Sout hwest Gai nes Avenue and a
new west bound left turn |l ane from Cove Road. At

t he Southeast Tres Belle Circle intersection a two
| ane, four |egged roundabout will be added. The
signalized intersection will remain at the

Sout heast Atlantic Ridge Drive intersection, and

eastbound left and right turn | ane and the

west bound left turn lane will be added to Cove
Road.

The existing signal lines intersection at
Sout heast Legacy Cove Circle will remain with

desi gnated east and westbound right and left turn

| anes. A two |ane, three-|egged roundabout is
proposed at Sout heast A d Avenue to replace the
existing full open nedian. The existing signalized
i ntersection at Southeast Boulevard will remain

wi th designated east and westbound right and | eft
turn | anes.

The preferred build alternative for Segnent 2
of the project, which extends from Avalon Drive to
State Road 5, US-1 is alternative 2C. Alternative
2C includes an 11-foot outside travel |ane and 10

foot inside travel |ane in each direction,

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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separated by a 15 and a half foot wde nmedium A
shared use path will be provided al ong both sides
of the road and varies in w dth between eight and
10 feet to mnimze right of way inpasse. This
typi cal section requires a mninum of 90 feet of
ri ght of away.

Potential environmental effects associated
with the preferred build alternative were eval uated
t hroughout the PD&E study. No effect was
identified for the federally |isted pl ans
identified within the study area. The preferred
alternative may affect, it wll not adversely
affect sone of the federally |listed species within
the project area. No adverse effect was identified
for the state listed species identified within the
study area. The preferred is not anticipated to
have any effect on the state |listed plants within
t he project area.

| npacts to wetl ands, other surface water,
contam nation sites, cultural resources and fl ood
pl anes were al so evaluated. The preferred
alternative will have direct inpact to
approxi mately 6.96 acres of wetlands |ocated within
the study area. Approximately 1.29 acres of

secondary inpacts are anticipated. There are no

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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i npacts anticipated to the existing contam nation
sites, cultural resources and flood pl ains.

A noi se study was conpl eted during the PD&E
study. One noise barrier near the Hi biscus Park
Community was found to be a feasible and, or
reasonabl e nethod to obey traffic noise inpacts.
The proposed noise wall will extend between Aval on
Drive and Cable Drive. During the design phase of
the project detailed surveys will be conducted to
determ ne if and where the noise walls should be
built.

One of the unavoi dabl e consequences of a
project such as this is the necessary relocation of
famlies or businesses. On this project we
antici pate one potential residential relocation.
The relocation is required to accommbdate a new
pond required with a preferred alternative. All
right of way acquisition and relocation wll be
conducted in accordance with Florida Statute 421.55
and the Federal Uniform Rel ocation Assistance and
Real Property Acquisition Policies act of 1970,
comonly known as the UniformAct. |If you are
required to nove as a result of a Departnent of
Transportation project, you can expect to be

treated in a fair and hel pful manner and in

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com 21
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conpliance with the Uniform Rel ocati on Assi stance
Act .

If a nove is necessary, you wll be contacted
by an appraiser who will inspect your property. W
encourage you to be present during the inspection
and provide information about the val ue of your
property. You may also be eligible for relocation
advi sory services and paynent benefits, which wll
be explained by the right of way agent. |If you are
required to nove and you are unsatisfied with the
departnent's determ nation of your eligibility for
paynent or the anount of that paynent, you may
appeal that determnation. You will be properly
furni shed necessary forns and notified of the
procedures to be followed in making that appeal.

A special word of caution. |If you nove before
you receive notification of the relocation benefits
that you mght be entitled to, your benefits nmay be
j eopardi zed. W encourage you to call the FDOT
deputy right-of-way nmanager for production,
Christina Brown, at 954-498-7086 or email CHRI-
ST-I-NABROWNADOT.ST-AT-EF-L.US. or
visit the right of way specialist at the in-person
venue if you have any questions regarding the right

of way acquisition or relocation process.
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The next step is to incorporate your input on
this public hearing into our decision-nmaking
process. After the coment period closes and your
I nput has been considered a decision will be nmade
and the final PD&E docunment wi Il be approved. This
project has and will continue to conply with al
applicable state and federal rules and regul ati ons.
Proj ect docunents are avail able for your review at
t he Robert Morgan library | ocated at 5851 Sout heast
Community Drive, Stuart, Florida 34997. The
docunents will remain on display in the library
t hrough May 7th, 2025. Project docunents and
neeting nmaterials are al so avail able on the project
website at www. cover oadstudy.com  Proj ect
docunents are also available for public view ng
during the in-person public hearing this Wdnesday,
April 23rd, 2025 at the Indian River State Coll ege
Chast ai n Canpus at 2400 Sout heast Sal erno Road,
Stuart, Florida 34997. Please reach out to Vanita
Saini or visit our project website for nore
i nformati on about the project.

The departnent encourages input and
participation. There are nultiple ways to submt
guestions and conments to the project team During

the virtual public hearing you nay provi de your
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conments by typing your comment in the go to
control panel chat box or using the raise hand
feature on the control panel to be unmuted. You
may al so provi de your coments and feedback during
the i n-person public hearing taking place on
Wednesday, April 23rd at 5:00 p.m During the in-
person public hearing.

You can provide your comments by filling out a
speaker card and waiting to be called upon during
the formal comment period. You nmay al so provide
your conmments directly to the court reporter or
fill out a comment card and drop it in the coment
box at the neeting. O if you prefer, you may mail
your questions and comments to 3400 West Conmerci al
Boul evard, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 33309, or
submt themby email to Vanita Saini at V-A-N-1-T-
ASAI-NIT@OT.S-T-A-T-EFL.US Al
guestions, comments or statenents postmarked on or
before May 7th, 2025 will becone part of the public
hearing record. You can also submt your questions
and coments directly through the project website.
The website address is www. coveroadstudy.com You
can al so use the QR code that is being displayed on
the screen to access the project website.

Get involved today. The Florida Departnent of
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Transportation is kicking off its 2055 Florida
Transportation Plan, FTP update. The 2055 FTP is a
conpr ehensi ve statew de blueprint guiding Florida's
30-year transportation future. The FTP
Transportation policy lays the foundation for
i nvestnents in the FDOT work program which is
updated every five years. The plan wll be
devel oped through steering comm ttee gui dance,
focus group support, and conprehensive community
engagenent with partner and public engagenent.
This plan update will be adopted by Novenber
2025. Qur goal is that the FTP will be a plan in
which Florida's comunities can see thensel ves and
our stakehol ders can use to develop their
transportation plans and strategies. W welcone
you to join the process by participating in one of
the five diverse focus groups, safety, resilient
i nfrastructure, econom c devel opnent, workforce
devel opnment, and technol ogy, attending one of our
regi onal wor kshops or one of our statew de
webi nars. Please visit the FDOT 2055 Fl ori da
transportation plan website at ww. fl oridaftp.com
for nore information on neeting dates.
Bef ore we conclude this presentation, the

departnent would like to share its nonthly safety
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canpai gn, which in this case is National D stracted
Driving Awareness Month. Pl ease renenber that you
can set your phone to do not disturb and start your
pl ayli st before buckling up and shifting into gear.
Thi s concludes the video portion of the
present ati on.

M5. SAINI: So before | get started, | just
want ed to announce that we do have Christina Brown,
who's our DOT by the way nmanager here. So if
anyone has any questions on our by the way process,
she's here to answer them And she's in the back
and you can see her after -- you can see her now or
after the coment period.

So now we're going to begin the public comment
period. And if anyone that w shes to nmake a
comment and they have not filled out a speaker
card, we have a project formrepresentatives that
can cone by and give you a speaker card. If you
rai se your hand, you can fill it out. And | see
sone hands raised. So there's one.

And the way we're going to do this is we're
going to call the names by two. And then -- by
two. And then you have three mnutes to state your
name, your address and then proceed with your

coment. And you will be given three mnutes to
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speak. So I'mjust going to repeat again the
di fferent ways to provide comments. The Depart nent
encourages input and participation. There are
multiple ways to submt questions for our end
conments to the project team

You may provide a comment tonight by filling
out the speaker card which many of you have done,
and we appreciate that. And then you'll be --
you'll just wait to be called upon. And then you
can proceed to the mic up front to relay your
coment. And then if you do not want to speak in
the mc up front, you can also submt your comments
online on the project website or you can provide --
send ne an enail and provide conments that way.
And ny email again is Vanita, V-A-NI-T-A SAI-N
@ O T.state. F-L. U-S.

We al so have a court reporter here who can

take your comments. |If you do not want to speak
publicly, you can probably she will put your
comments as well. And she's in the front right-

hand side. And you can give your coment that way
as well. You can also mail your comments to nyself
at 3400 West Conmmerci al Boul evard, Fort Lauderdal e,
Florida 33309. And now we will begin the formal

heari ng.
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M5. PITTERSON. Patricia Perrera, you' re up,
and foll owed by Francis Atune.

MS. PERRERA: | did not even know this was
happening until five mnutes before |I wal ked in the
door. So | just wote sonme notes. | noved into
t he preserves of Park Trace on the Cove Road. |
noved into the preserves of Park Trace here on Cove
Road. And the first thing that | heard is how
dangerous Cove Road is, and especially at night. A
few of the things is the |[ittle cutouts where
peopl e sonmetines if you're going fromUS-1 to
Kanner H ghway, if people are drunk or if they just
can't see well or they're elderly, they'|ll start
com ng head on towards you. So |I'mnot here on the
side of anyone except for safety with ny background
in |law enforcenent for 25 years.

| understand everybody's concerns. |If | lived
on Cove and ny backyard was right there, 1'd be
very upset that you're widening the road. So |
conpletely understand that. But | think overall
safety wise, it will benefit all of us, especially
| like the idea of the roundabouts. |If you weren't
doi ng the roundabouts, | would be concerned. But
| "' m hopi ng that those roundabouts w il slow people

down. An exanple in the |ast week, we've had two
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deer hit on Cove Road. One that | believe was
pregnant, and they were killed. Two sandhil
cranes in the | ast couple weeks were killed. One
was hit and was mssing half the leg. And I know
because they fly into ny backyard. And it's sad,
but we've had, | believe one fatality in the |ast
few nont hs al so, and people need to sl ow down.
It's a dangerous road. People cut through from
Kanner to US-1 and back and forth.

Wth the new Costco opening, | live right at
Wl oughby. | know the traffic is going to
increase. So | do believe it's a good project and
it's necessary. One thing | would suggest is
because we are a reserve where | live, there's 40
acres surrounding us. W have gators, we have
deer. W have deer. W have deer. And perhaps
the walls are not just for sound, but maybe sone
particular type of barrier that would keep the
animals from crossi ng Cove Road, because they're
getting -- and it's go for tortoises that are
protected. And it's |like |I said, deer, gators,
everyt hi ng.

So | know that there's going to be back and
forth. There's people that report, there's people

-- | honestly wal ked in here and not even know ng
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what the deal was. And I'mjust looking at it as a
safety perspective. And | think that it'l|l benefit
to put those roundabouts in to sl ow people down.

M5. SAINI: Thank you.

M5. PERRERA: Thank you.

M5. SAINI: | appreciate it. | appreciate if
the folks that are talking, if you can take the
conversation outside and just respect the people
that are comng up to speak so everyone can hear
t he person who's speaking. And | would appreciate
that very nuch. Thank you.

THE REPORTER: Francis Atune?

Just a rem nder, please state your nanme and
address before you speak so we can have it
recor ded.

And then | have Yolain Veron, you're up next.

M5. ATUNE: M nane is Francis Atune. | live
on Brighton (phonetic) Place in Stuart in the
Sumrerfield Devel opnent. And ny only comment is
that you consider adding a traffic |ight to our
entrance and exit road on Cove Road. It is -- in
the norning it's nearly inpossible to pull out.

The traffic is fromWII|oughby all the way down to
Route 1. And you are at the nercy of a kind driver

to permt you to turn on to go for. That's ny only
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coment. Thank you for your tinme and
consi der ati on.

M5. SAINI: Thank you for your conment.

THE REPORTER: Yol ai n Ver on?

M5. VERON: Yes. | was going to object to
safety. That was it.

THE REPORTER: Thank you.

| have Mary Beth Manning, followed by M.

Zi ndaya Bryant.

M5. MMANNEING Hi. Mary Beth Manning, 2400
Sout heast Cove Road. |'mat the intersection of
W I | oughby and Cove Road.

What are the future plans for during this
construction tinmne with the inpact to the anount of
traffic that is currently between three and 6, 000
cars at the peak hours of both tines, 7:00 to 9:00,
you could wait 20 minutes to get out of the
driveway in the nornings, and in the afternoons,
just to go fromKanner to U S. -- or to WII oughby,
it's atw-mle stretch, could take you 20 m nutes
wi th the anmobunt of schools and traffic.

How are you going to detour that traffic
during all this construction tinme? Wat are --
what are the plans for that?

Al so, the church traffic on Sundays. It's
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also a lot of traffic. How are we -- what are we
going to do with all of the traffic during those
peak times?

In addition is, howw !l it affect property
zoni ngs on Cove Road?

That -- those are ny questions. Thank you.

M5. SAINI: Thank you.

THE REPORTER: Ty Monty, you're up next,

pl ease.
MR. BRYANT: Good evening. |'mZi n Bryant,
Hi bi scus Park. The -- | went to school in a large

city. One of the nost horrific things that |

W tnessed was a cat that had been run over in a
four-lane highway like this conposition, what's up
there. That kind of stuff sticks with you.

One of the things that |I've seen in the past
two nonths are raccoons killed, deer killed,
uni dentifiable birds, possuns, rodents. Extending
t he nunber of |anes will confuse animals and kil
nmore of them off.

We do have the Sandhill Cranes that like to
frequent the area. | don't think this is going to
be very good for them

One of the best things that Martin County has

going for are open spaces. A lot of people, a |lot
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of nmy -- one of ny neighbors have cone back to
Stuart from devel oped areas tal king about how bad
it is, and they're hoping that we won't have t hat
ur bani zation so rapid here.

| frequent the stretch fromUS-1 to Kanner
H ghway on Cove Road. | take ny bicycle there. |
wal k there. | know how it is to wait for traffic.
However, these plans are not really going to
translate that well to practical traffic neasures.

One of the things that young kids |ike to do,
well, they like to race. |f you open up two | anes,
you're going to have kids who are bei ng aggressive.
They're going to do what kids do, and you're going
to have nore fatalities

Getting back to the selling points fromMartin
County about its open green fields and pastures.
There's not really a lot of space to w den the
roads as you're -- as you're tal king about. |
can't see you doing it.

Honestly, you're taking away the best aspects
of Martin County to throw sone nore pavenent down.

Quite frankly, there's one point, too.
Requiring a resident to relocate is just
unconsci onabl e.

| just think that these plans are too
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destructive, too dangerous, and they cone at too
much of a cost.

If you do the no building plan, then it'l
keep Cove Road one | ane each direction. | think it
wll save a lot nore lives. | think it wll
preserve the aesthetic nature of the kind that we
call hone.

M5. SAINI: Thank you for your help.

MR. MONTY: (Good evening, and thank you for
this opportunity. |'m Tyrone Monty. | live at
6050 Sout heast Martinique Drive in Mntego Cove.
|'"'ma board nenber of the condo associ ati on, and
secretary of the Treasure Coast Condo Alli ance.

First, a statenent. | personally totally
repudi ate the prem se that this project has
targeted Cove Road as the best possible alternative
for the future needs of expediting traffic that
will be transiting essentially froml-95 to US-1
and back as nothing nore than a sophisticated ranp.

So | repudiate the premse. And | would | ove
to know what the process is for revisiting this
proj ect and evaluating the possibility of routing
this traffic and this project further north up by
Ponmeroy or sonmewhere in that vicinity.

My question now regards Montego Cove, which
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sits wthin proximty of a crunch zone, Cove Road
and US-1. W have only one entrance in and out.
We have no traffic light. Even now, with just two
| anes, it becones a real test to have to make a
right turn to go towards US-1, and even worse, to
make a left turn to go towards Kanner.

Once again, just as | said back in My, we
demand a traffic light. W want a traffic light.
There's not hi ng anbi guous about the signal that one
will see with a traffic light. If it's red, it
nmeans stop. Most of us are not mnd readers. W
can't discern that the other driver that's
intersecting in front of us is actually giving us
an opportunity to nmake a left or right turn.

Furthernore, the design plans that |'ve seen
show that, just as we have in front of South R ver
on Kanner, we are going to have to be conpelled to
make a right turn in order to get into a stacking
| ane, and then turn around if we're headed towards
| -95 or Kanner. To ne, that is an absurdity.

You' re not going to have enough footage to stack
t hose cars.

And al so, we are a gated conmunity, so that if

sonebody conmes up to our gate, they mght actually

be funbling because they're a visitor or a delivery

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com

35




© 00 N o o A w N PP

N N NN NN P PR PR R R R PRk
o A W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

Transcri pt of Proceedi ngs CORRECTED
April 23, 2025

person, and we'll have traffic stacking outside.
And that's basically ny statenment and ny questi on,
and thank you.

M5. SAINI: Thank you for your conmment.

THE REPORTER: | have Patrick Danielle, and
t hen Roger Hoskins, you will be next.
Patrick Danielle still here?

Al right. Roger Hoskins, wll you please

cone up?
MR. HOSKINS: H . Thank you. I'malittle
taller. | went to -- I'm Roger Hoskins. | live

6011 Sout heast Martinique Drive, and |'m president
of Montego Cove Condo Associ ati on.

| would like to add to ny col |l eague Ty Monty's
coments there. One of our major, mjor concerns
inregard to the wdening of Cove Road is the
stacking of traffic in our entryway.

Currently, where our gate is, you can get two

cars in there. |If you re about to take that apron
away and nove it the road up to where the wall is,
t hey can get enough roomfor one vehicle. [|f any

ot her vehicles are turning off of Cove Road,
they're not going to be able to turnin. That's --
that traffic will be stacked up al ong Cove Road.

We had addressed this in the past to you guys,
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and we don't see any response or change in the
pl ans, or suggestions or anything that we could
use.

It's another quick comment in regard to the
sound, and we'd just like to have an answer on
that. W have a short drawi ng here that shows a
possi bl e sound wal | al ong Cove Road by Mntego
Cove.

And | m ght also add, before | say that, al ong
our section by Mintego Cove is the biggest squeeze
inthis entire -- probably the nost difficult part
of the project, so | don't envy you. You guys try
to put sonething together where you have to take 12
pounds of an eight-pound bag. It is very tight
down there. There's a lot of things that have to
happen to nmake that work. But it's getting a bit
too tight. And the Cove Road draw ng shows across
the way a sound wall, a possible sound wall, but
not hi ng for our side.

This traffic's going to -- the traffic is
going to be right on -- about 20 feet outside that
buil ding -- those buildings where people |ive now
20 feet. So that's pretty close. W'd like to see
a sound wal |, too.

But our nost inportant issue is dealing with
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the entry here, which we only have one, and we
don't have several hundred thousand dollars to nove
everything back to do that kind of work, and we'l]l
be | ooking for some help in that regard.

We al so have sone concerns about the drai nage
because of the hard surface runoff and the new road
has expanded al ong with the drai nage that cones
fromour two ponds as well as our neighbors, that
that capacity is sufficient.

And | think Ty Monty covered the rest, so
t hank you very nuch.

M5. SAINI: Thank you.

THE REPORTER: Up next | have Ray (sic),
mddle initial M please. It's alittle hard to
read your last nanme. And then followed by Peter
Zenuchi .

DR. SPEI ZER: \What was the first nanme?

SAINI: Ray or Roy M
SPEI ZER. That's ne.

» B O

SAINI:  Then Peter Zenuchi, you'll be up
next. Thank you.

DR. SPEI ZER Hi, good evening. M nane is
Dr. Roy Speizer. | live in Tres Belle Estates at
7575 Sout heast Bel |l e Mai son.

W' ve been | ooking at the plans with
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engi neers, and one of the major faults in your plan
at the entrance of Tres Belle is, where you're
putting the roundabout you're cutting into our
front of our property. You're reducing the entry-
exit, or the exit, to one lane rather than two

| anes.

Now, the roundabout, when you have traffic
stacked up and there's no gaps, it's backed up from
the charter school, which wll be expanded. So if
you only give us one lane to exit, if sonebody
wants to make a right turn, they have to wait for
soneone to get into the roundabout, which is now
bl ocked up during peak hours. So we can't exit,
and it is going to stack up and bottleneck us into
our conmunity.

So what we're requesting specifically is to
consider putting in a right turn |lane at the
entrance. Do not reduce it to one lane. So this
way, if soneone wants to get into the roundabout,
they have the left lane to get in, and if sonebody
wants to make a right turn, they can use that right
turn. There's roomthere for it.

So we're requesting that the engineering
pl anni ng people, who are not here tonight -- we've

met with themat a previous neeting. Wuld have
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been nice to have themhere. | think it would have
been a courtesy to have them but regardl ess, we've
submtted this in witing. W're going to put it
directly tonight that the entrance to Tres Belle,
leave it at two lanes. One lane will get into the
roundabout. One lane will be a right turn |ane.

In addition, the common wal kway, you have
expanded to 12 feet, which cuts into the front of
our property. According to the plan, it doesn't
require any sound mitigati on because we're bel ow
t he governnent standards, which are inadequate to
begin wth.

So what we're requesting is that reduce the
common wal kway to ei ght feet, which you have
further down in Section 2, either eight or 10 feet,
which allows us nore buffer roomin front of our
property that we can plant bushes and ot her sound
mtigation vegetation. W want additional room
O herwi se, you're cutting four feet in front of our
property, which doesn't allow us nuch roomto plant
sound -- for sound mtigation.

In addition, there's lighting issues. W need
to have trees to reduce the lighting glare and all
t hat .

So formally we're requesting leave it two
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| anes with a right turn | ane and an entrance.

Leave a wider -- excuse ne. A narrower wal kway
space to allow us to plant sound mtigation plants.
Those are the two requests. There's other
requests, which we'll put in witing. Thank you.

M5. SAINI: Thank you for your comment.

THE REPORTER. Warren Newel, you'll be up
next, please.

MR ZENUCH : Ma'am |'m Peter Zenuchi . |
also live in Tres Belle. 1'mon 310 Sout heast
East on (phonetic).

And as Roy was stating, we do have sone issues
already with sound with the -- with the short wall
that we have there, and it's already affected
property val ues, and, you know, caused a nunber of
sales to fall through on hones al ong the side
that's next to Cove Road.

So we really do need to do sonething with the
noise mtigation in that area. |It's going to be 10
times worse once you get a lot nore traffic on that
road and you have that corner where all the trucks
are going to be com ng down and cutting off 95 --
goi ng across the federal highway are going to be
throttling up, com ng out onto Cove Road, and

basically making a significant anmount of noise in
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that area, and it's going to get even worse with
the fact that the road's probably going to be
raised at least two to three feet, maybe even
worse, while the noise going to just travel up over
top of -- over top of the wall that we currently
have.

So we really need to have sonme kind of changes
in the design to be able to put sone noise
mtigation wall, trees, sonething -- to be able to
put that there. That's the main thing I want to
say.

M5. SAINI: Thank you for your conmment.

THE REPORTER: W I liam Austin, Jr., you would
be up after M. Newel.

MR. NEWEL: Good evening. M nane is Warren
Newel , 1870 Cove Road. Excuse ne. First to thank
FDOT. They've been cooperative hel ping ne, and I
got to know a all of the staff, but | just wanted
to bring ny issues to point again.

Nunmber one, | think the public needs to know
what the ultimate road el evations are going to be
on the site. There's been discussion back and
forth, but just for the public's know edge, the
road that you see today is going to be nmuch, nuch

higher. In fact, in ny property on Cove it could
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be six feet higher than ny property, so the cars
wi |l be |ooking through nmy bedroom as they drive by
al | day.

The other thing that -- also think about the
roundabouts. You know, roundabouts are great
little tools to slow down traffic. At the sane
time they also redirect the lights fromthe cars
i nto nei ghborhoods. As they nmake the turn, the
lights actually swi ng through the nei ghborhoods in
the -- in the houses.

The other thing | don't understand -- |'ve
been commenting about, is, the road sections that
wer e devel oped by the MPO and the county and FDOT,
they're nore of a suburban urban section. They're
very wide. They take nore right of away. And yes,
there's sone issues about safety and the sidewal ks.
W know about that.

But if you' re going to inpact the
nei ghbor hoods, why not try to mninmze the inpact?
Bring your section in tighter, make it snaller.
You'll still at four lanes in, still at sidewal ks,
and not inpact the associations, everybody down the
road, because this is a very, very w de section.

In fact, a lot of the people don't know if they're

going to be taking their property in front of their
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hones.

The last thing is flooding. | brought this up
nunmerous tines, and | ast year, a perfect exanple, a
smal |l event, high intensity |ast year, flooded all
the roads, flooded all the honmes within the whole
Cove Road section to the south.

And the reason is because when the State
bought the land to the south for the park, they had
made a comm tnment they would not nmaintain the flow
ways to the south. So basically the properties
al ong Cove Road, on -- especially the south side
now w Il flood. There is no outfall and drainage
t hat have been historically to the south. That has
been el i m nat ed.

So what 1've asked, and | continue to ask, is,
if FDOT is going to do this study or this PD&E
study for the road, it needs to be a basin study.
The whol e area needs to be studied for future
grow h and al so for drainage issues. W don't want
to be here in five years fromnow when the storm
cones, tropical storm hurricane, and we're al
under water. It makes no sense. Wy not go ahead,
take the time, do the study, and understand what
the flow ways that the state has al ready determ ned

t hat woul d be closed to the south.
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And again, you know, I'mhere to help if
anybody needs any information, but the reality is,
when you do a road like this in this area, you' ve
got to look at nore things than sinply making the
road four lanes. It's a lot of inpacts to the
nei ghbor hoods. Thank you.

M5. SAINI: Thank you for your conmment.

M5. PITTERSON: G eg Knox (sic), you wll be
after M. Austin.

MR AUSTIN. I'mWIIliam Austin from 3280
Sout heast Cypress Street. Been there since 1978.
Seen a dirt road turn into a paved road, Montego
Cove to a paved road. | mght hear sone of your
horns beep behind ny house because that's where the
nmerge is right there, and we'll be glad that's
al | evi at ed.

But | want to know the -- we have city water
behi nd our house on Cove Road that was offered to
us. They canme and did a project and put city water
into the park, and there's a nunber of people that
are hooked to that city water behind our houses.
How that would inpact if they redo any of that
stuff? Could we actually hook to the neters that
are now in front of our houses? And also, is FBL

going to do anything to upgrade the lines that are
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there. W are on the hospital grid right now And
whet her that's going to be an inprovenent for us or
-- 1 mean, these are all wooden poles there. And
if you're going to do everything else, you mght as
wel | upgrade and neke it | ook aesthetically
pl easi ng that way too.

Thank you.

M5. SAINI: Thank you for your comment.

M5. PITTERSON: Luther Fair, you'll be after
M. Knox (sic).

MR. NULTY: Hi, good evening. M nane is Geg
Nulty. [|'ma 46-year resident of Martin County.
My wife and | built our house in 1998, 26 years in
South Fork Estates. W' re at 437 Sout heast Ashl ey
Caks (phonetic).

| want to thank you for the opportunity to
present the plan and give us an opportunity to
coment on it. | think this is the third or fourth
| arge public neeting that you' ve had. You' ve al so
been very gracious to cone out and neet with our
devel opnment. | think we've had two or three
nmeetings. M comment is directed towards the
i ntersection, the proposed intersection of
Sout heast Gai nes Avenue. W' ve expressed sone

concerns about needing to -- when we exit onto Cove
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Road. W need to go right to the tray belt

roundabout, and we need to roundabout and conme back

to the west, to go -- to go west to Kanner Hi ghway.
W' ve asked in every neeting that we've been

in, why can't we fornmalize the turning novenents

t hat we have now and be able to create a left hand

turn, where we're turning left now W' ve not

recei ved any kind of answer for any reason. So |

have prepared a little graphic and a little sketch

that | would like to submt to you. And also I'l]l

provide to Martin County of -- and it's ny idea of

it and it's not the communities. It's not -- it's

not an organi zed thing. It's just a -- just a

t hought that we would like -- that | would |ike for

you to consi der.

Ri ght now the plan is for us to exit (aines or
exit -- yeah, Gines straight out to Kanner or
straight out to Cove and nmake a |left. W have a
nunber of boats, RVs, school buses, traffic
trailers, and to nmake that 90-degree turn at Gai nes

is just, it's not going to work.

You' ve made our exit now, off to -- off the
extension. It is going to be one way. Only going
out or no, excuse nme, comng in. It -- it's just

going to be a traffic nightmare in that area.
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So again, | would like to submit ny plan, for
your consideration. 1'd also like to -- a couple
other things, is, I'd like to echo sone of the

comments that we've heard toni ght about the
wildlife. 1In the last three nonths or two nonths,
there's been three deer that's been killed. | read
the prelimnary engineering report and it indicated
| anguage about no need for any kind of wildlife
corridor. | would strongly disagree with that.
The report is conpletely silent on the Atlantic
Ridge State Preserve Park. |It's a preserve. |It's
not a -- it's not a park. And | think that it's a
quarter mle away. And | think you really need to
reconsider a wildlife corridor in here.

Thank you for your tine.

M5. SAINI: Thank you.

M5. PITTERSON: Just a remnder: If there's
anyone else that would |like to speak tonight,
pl ease rai se your hand and we'll bring you a
comment card, for you to -- a speaker card, sorry -
- for you to speak out.

M5. SAINI: Go ahead and speak.

MR. FAIR Good evening. M nane is Luther
Fair. | live at 7075 Sout heast Twin Oaks Circl e,

which is in the -- which is in the Sumerfield

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com

48




© 00 N o o A w N PP

N N NN NN P PR PR R R R PRk
o A W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

Transcri pt of Proceedi ngs CORRECTED
April 23, 2025

subdi vi si on.

First of all, 1'mgoing to nmake a suggestion
on sonmething for the project that could be done
now. There are three |lanes on east direction on
Kanner. And when you cone up on Cove to exit onto
a right, excuse nme, a left turn onto Kanner,
there's two | anes there that are being utilized,
but the third lane is a right-only turn [ane. And
in the peak periods of tinme, |'ve seen it
firsthand. That lane is used for right turn, mybe
1 percent of the tine.

So | really recommend that |ane on the third
| ane on the right side, as a turn |ane and a three
| ane. And then you strike the road to get into the
three lanes. | think that will help a lot with the
norning traffic, which is where | have the nost
wat er .

Second. | know it's been nentioned about
flooding, but | didn't see anynore plans about
retaining the water, that this extra asphalt is
going to prevent to be dealt with. |'msure you' ve
got a gutter system | only had about 15 m nutes
to | ook over the plans, so | didn't see it, maybe
it's there and they're retaining the property, but

flooding is probably an additional issue to this
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retaining water, all that you -- away.

Roundabouts. | like -- I'ma fan of
roundabouts. They kind of grew on nme, over tine
using them | exit road here at North Gate, com ng
out of Summerfield. You ve got us designated to
turn right and go into the stacking situation to
turn and nake a left turn to go to Kanner. | would
hi ghly recommend that a roundabout -- it seens that
ot her | ocations have themnerited a roundabout.
Certain locations did not nmerit a roundabout. So
pl ease give that sone additional study.

| think that's all | have to say. Thank you.

M5. PITTERSON: | have T. Mark Green. You're
up next.

And Nancy McConb. You'll be right after his
turn.

MR. GREEN. Thank you so much. Mark G een at
1400 Sout heast Cove Road at the Treasure Coast
Cl assical Acadeny. | amthe adm nistrator there,
one of the adm nistrators.

And first of all, | just want to say that,
infrastructure is always a great idea, especially
with the growi ng popul ation here in Martin County
and all the things. Al the people that are noving

here to enjoy our beautiful place.
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Treasure Coast O assical Acadeny and Dr. David
L. Anderson M ddl e School, services about 2,000
students daily. W're about several hundred feet
apart. And in the plans, | noticed that it | ooks
li ke there's going to be adequate turn | anes,
turning fromwest to east and the south side of
t hese canpuses, which is great. But | would |ike
to say that if you would all think about adding a
school zone, as there's not a school zone now, for
t hese two canpuses. W have hundreds of children a
day at both canpuses that have wal kers and scoot er
riders and bike riders that cross Cove Road. And,
of course, when it is added, when those | anes are
added, it's going to be nore for themto cross.

And for directional purposes for the adults
driving on Cove Road and for our students not only
attendi ng Anderson or Treasure Coast ( assi cal
Acadeny, it wll be great for themto have a school
zone there to nake everybody aware because
honestly, the kids aren't | ooking where they're
going, and it is just for the safety of themnore
t han anyt hi ng.

Al so, Treasure Coast C assical Acadeny, over
the next few years, we wll be expanding as far as

building wise. W'd like to add a gymnasi um as

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com

51




© 00 N o o A w N PP

N N NN NN P PR PR R R R PRk
o A W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

Transcri pt of Proceedi ngs CORRECTED
April 23, 2025

cl assroons to hold -- to house our current
popul ati on now, to spread themout a little bit.

In plans that have al ready been submtted
before, we will be changing those plans. One of
the things was that we were to add internally in
ourselves, into our canpus. The turn |anes that
are going to be added by the Florida Departnent of
Transportation will only take out the turn | anes
t hat were supposedly added by Treasure Coast
Cl assical Acadeny. It will waste a huge anmount of
time. It will waste a huge amount of noney, of
finances that could be hel ping these children or
finances that could be hel ping to be educate these
chil dren.

And | woul d just ask you to reconsider, in our
future building plans, that the added turn | anes
that FDOT is proposing, that Treasure Coast
Gl assical Acadeny will not have to add their turn
lengths. It's going to be torn up in just a couple
of years. That would just not be feasible for
anybody.

So thank you for your tinme. W really
appreciate you. W really appreciate what you're
doi ng and thank you for enhancing Martin County.

M5. SAINI: Is this Nancy?
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MR. DESANTIS: M nane is Christopher
DeSantis. |'mrepresenting Nancy MConb.

Can you state your address?

M5. MCCOVB: Yes. |'mat 7500 Southeast
Paul son Avenue, Stuart, Florida.

MR. DESANTIS: M. McConb is the owner of the
property that you want to dedicate to the -- and
t he reason that she asked ne to cone here -- the
reason that she asked ne to cone here, is because
adj acent to that -- her property, on the other side
of the road, is public property that should be used
already as a park. And |'ve already inquired that,
you know, in the auditor asking why that property
is not being touched. And the answer | got was
essentially, is that admnistratively, it my be
more difficult.

And ny question that she'd |like to know is,
have you made any attenpts to use that property in
lieu of her property? Because this is her hone,
it's been her long-term honestead. And it's going
to be very difficult for her to find simlar
property for what she's doing, just giving her a,
you know, a fair nmarket value and conpensati on when
she's not going to be able to find anything el se,

this isn't going to help it.
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What have you done, or can you do anyt hi ng,
about seeing that park can be used instead of her
| ot ?

M5. SAINI: Thank you.

M5. PITTERSON: Just a rem nder that we're not
addr essi ng questions or comments tonight.

MR. DESANTIS: But that is a comment then that
it would be is that, she feels that it's
unnecessary that you do so. That you pick her up
on. Because there is a lot right across the
street.

She al so noted that in your correspondence
that there was a reference that her property was an
alternate property and she thinks that perhaps you
were going to use the -- alternate property.

Thank you.

M5. PI TTERSON: Thank you.

Is M. Patrick Danielle (phonetic) -- it's a
little hard to read your last nane, but | -- if you
are here tonight.

Last call for M. Patrick Danielle.

O Derrek Powell, you are up next, please.

MR. POVNELL: M nane is Derrek Powell.
reside at 1155 Sout heast Cove Road. And m ster --

M. Geen, | just kind of wanted to reinstate the
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no school zone. | just think it's absurd. | see,
you know, 30, 40 kids every day, wal king by ny
house, wal king to school. And next year | have to
send nmy youngest, ten years old, to Anderson M ddl e
School. And | don't know if you guys have seen the
ten year olds nowadays, but it's not very safe for
himto be crossing any roads, |et alone before that
hi ghway.

Speak | ouder? ay. And then the other --
t he other concern is the elevation. So right now,
| liveinalowlying area, right there across from
my Atlantic Ridge intersection. And | have to
constantly bring in nore and nore drai nage pl unbing
to nmy house, just to keep up with what | have going
on nNow.

And when this -- when this road is el evat ed,
you know, three, four, maybe even six feet, like
t he gentl eman nentioned. You know, it's going to
put a lot of inpact on things. So | think that
shoul d be consi dered and everyt hi ng.

That's all | have. Thank you.

M5. PITTERSON: We've gone through all the
speaker cards we have. |Is there any other speaker
cards out there? O anyone else wanting to speak

toni ght, you can raise your hands.
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M5. SAINI: | want to thank everyone that did
cone up and speak. And | also want to | et everyone
know that all comments and questions submtted,
either today or if they were previously submtted -
- oh, we have one nore. Sorry.

M5. LARRAZABAL: Yeah. He said he wants to
talk to soneone, actually.

M5. SAINI: GCkay. Ckay.

So | just want to |l et everyone know, first |
appreci ate everybody's i nput, comments and
guestions. And all coments and questions
submtted will be part of the project's public
record. And it will be considered by the
departnent during the project decision-naking. And
we'll be responding to all questions and conments,
even the ones that were submtted earlier before
t he public hearing.

And as a rem nder, the public comment period
for the public hearing will renmain open through May
7th, 2025. So if you did not have an opportunity
or did not feel you want to comment tonight or you
want to nmake a conment, you can up to May 7th
2025.

So now that we have here all comrents, we are

ready to close the neeting. W thank you again for
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participating in tonight's public hearing. And we
hope you found it informative.

And once again, | will -- | posted ny contact
information. M enail
vani ta.saini @OTl.state.fl.us. And you can al so
mai |l me any commrents or questions. And ny address
is on the screen. 3400 West Commerci al Boul evard,
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33309. O you can go to
the project website, which is
WWw. cover oadst udy. com to submt any coments or
guesti ons you have on the project.

So | thank you again. And this concludes our
public hearing. The tine is now 7:12 p.m and on
behal f of the Florida Departnment of Transportation
and our presenters, we thank you for joining us
today. Have a good eveni ng.

M5. PI TTERSON: Good j ob.

M5. SAINI: Thank you.

THE REPORTER W are now back on record for
commentary from M. Juan Abac- Ordonez.

We have Maria Larrazabal that wll be
transl ating from Spanish to English and English to
Spani sh.

And Juan, if you could just please state your

nane for the record.
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MR. ABAC- ORDONEZ: My nane is Juan Abac-
Or donez.

THE REPORTER  Thank you.

M5. LARRAZABAL: Ckay. Ah, okay.

There's no exact address for the property, but
he is the owner of the property at the intersection
of Sout heast Cove Road and Sout heast Bernadette
Avenue.

THE REPORTER: Ckay.

M5. LARRAZABAL: It is a field.

THE REPORTER  Ckay.

M5. LARRAZABAL: And then he would like to
receive information regardi ng any pl anned
i nprovenents for this property in Spanish, please.

THE REPORTER  Ckay.

Ckay. Al right.

M5. LARRAZABAL: (Ckay.

THE REPORTER: |Is that it?

M5. LARRAZABAL: Yes.

THE REPORTER: Al right.

M5. LARRAZABAL: (kay, perfect. Thank you.

MR. ABAC- ORDONEZ: Thank you.

Thank you very nuch.

THE REPORTER: Thank you.

(Meeting concluded at 7:12 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
STATE OF FLORI DA
COUNTY OF MARTI N

|, Monica Gol dmann, Court Reporter, certify
that | was authorized to and did report the hearing of
In Re: Cove Road Pl anni ng and PD&E Study; and that the
transcript is a true and correct record of ny notes.

| further certify that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
nor aml a relative or enployee of any of the parties’
attorneys or counsel connected with the action, nor am|
financially interested in the action.

Dated this 1st day of My 2025.

Weoncea (Folotimann

Moni ca Gol dmann, Court Reporter
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