
Geospatial Data Life Cycle: 
ETDM & FGDL perspective

Alexis Thomas, Director
University of Florida GeoPlan Center

Florida Transportation Data Symposium 
August 20, 2015



Overview:

• What is FGDL
• QA/QC process
• Metrics
• Preview of Open Geoportal



What is FGDL? 

• Statewide GIS Data Portal

• Over 480+ current and historic GIS data layers available for 

download

• Data is sourced from over 40 local, state, federal, and other 

agencies 

• Primarily vector data

• Each data layer includes FGDC metadata 

• Housed and maintained by the UF GeoPlan Center



FGDL History

• Initially developed in 1998, with funding from FDEP

• Funding from FL Department of Transportation (FDOT) since 

2000 

• FGDL data is used for FDOT’s “Efficient Transportation 

Decision Making process” (ETDM)

• FGDL data is checked regularly for updates (approximately 

quarterly, data source/Agency dependent). 



FGDL – ETDM

• Not all FGDL data is present in ETDM (upon user request)

• Not all ETDM data is present in FGDL (sensitive)

• Federal, state, and local agencies provide data to ETDM. Data 

are not reconciled among agencies, even if two or more 

agencies provide data on the same resource.

• In 2004, requirement to track and maintain data for life of 

‘Project’  plus five years  was identified by FDOT general 

counsel ( up to 30 years).























ETDM Metrics:

• Stats: 7/1/2006 - 7/1/2015  (9 years/3285 days)

• 3164 total

• 958 new (~1 new layer every 3.4 days)

• 2266 Updated

• Average: 351/yr



FGDL Update
• ESRI’s Metadata Explorer has been primary data distribution web 

portal since 2004

• Dated, limited functionality (no map!) and old software

• FGDL needs a facelift!

• GeoPlan Team reviewed 45 data portals developed using open 

source and proprietary software packages, then chose 3 to test 

deeper

• Chose and began developing with Open Geoportal (OGP)



Open Geoportal (OGP)
• OGP is a collaboratively developed, open source web application for 

searching, displaying, and downloading geospatial data.  

• OGP stack includes Geoserver (open source map server), Solr/Lucene

(search index)

• OGP project is led by Tufts University, w/ assistance from Harvard & 

MIT

• A beta version of the FGDL site is currently being tested, with live roll-

out scheduled for Fall 2015. 









Use basic or advanced 
searching.  



Basic search offers 
auto-completion of 
search terms

Users can bypass site and go 
straight to FTP for shapefile
download



Advanced searching includes auto-
completion and filters to find data quicker 
and easier



Browse by ETDM Issue



Select layers to view in map, identify features, add to cart 
for download…



View metadata



Download multiple data layers in variety of 
formats, share data with others



Questions/ More Information

Alexis Thomas (alexis@geoplan.ufl.edu)

An in depth article on the QA/QC process will be published this Fall in 

the Journal of Map & Geography Libraries


