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FDOT Policy

• 100+ yrs. – select typical section elements based 

on needed capacity and urban/rural designation. 

• 15 years ago “Context Sensitive Solutions” 

debuted.

• 2014 – Provide a typical that 

serves all users and is in 

harmony with the context of 

adjacent properties.

Policy adopted
in Sept 2014



Implementation Plan

• Roger Millar from Smart 

Growth America 

• 4 workshops Summer 2015 

• Implementation Team

• CO Core Team

• 2015 AASHTO   

Conference



NCHRP 15-52

A CONTEXT SENSITVE FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFCATION SYSTEM



FDOT Context Classifications

C1 – Natural      C2 – Rural     C2T – Rural Town

C3 - Suburban Residential / Commercial

C4 – Urban General     C5 – Urban Center     C6 – Urban Core



FDOT Context Classification

• Complete description of 

context classifications

Final
August 2017



FDOT Context Classification



New FDOT Design Manual (FDM) 

• Feb. 2016 decision to create new manual

• Context-based Design Criteria

• Organize as a three part Manual

• April 2017 draft manual posted for 

industry review

• Final manual posted November 1, 2017

• Implementation date January 1, 2018.



New FDOT Design Manual (FDM) 

• January 1st on Design-Bid-Build projects not yet begun design 

phase.  Criteria contained in 2018 FDM may be applied on 

projects currently in design at the discretion of the District.  

• On all Design-Build projects beginning with January 1, 2019 

advertisement date. For advertisement dates between January 1 

and December 31, 2018 the district may specify the required use 

of the PPM or the FDM for design criteria; however, use of FDM 

requires approval of Central Office Construction Office.

• Implement on PD&E projects that have the Public Hearing 

scheduled in April 2017 or later.  The 2017 PPM will apply through 

the completion of the project for projects that have the Public 

Hearing scheduled prior to April 2017.  



FDOT Design Manual (FDM) 



Design Speed 

Context Classification

Allowable Design Speed 
Range (mph)

PPM FDM

C1 Natural 55-70 55-70

C2 Rural 55-70 55-70

C2T Rural Town 40-60 25-45

C3 Suburban 40-60 35-55

C4 Urban General 40-60 30-45

C5 Urban Center 40-60 25-35

C6 Urban Core 40-60 25-30



Travel Lane Widths (feet)

Context Classification
Design Speed (mph)

25-35 40-45 ≥ 50

C1 Natural 11 11 12

C2 Rural 11 11 12

C2T Rural Town 11 11 12

C3 Suburban 10 11 12

C4 Urban General 10 11 12

C5 Urban Center 10 11 12

C6 Urban Core 10 11 12



Questions

www.FLcompletestreets.com

http://alpha.dot.state.fl.us/rddesign/FDM/2018FDM.shtm

Paul Hiers, P.E.
paul.hiers@dot.state.fl.us

http://www.flcompletestreets.com/
http://alpha.dot.state.fl.us/rddesign/FDM/2018FDM.shtm

