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Materials Acceptance and Certification

• Objectives

–Why do we care about materials?

–What are the basic Material Method 
of Acceptance requirements?

–What is MAC

–Who is the PA in MAC
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Materials Acceptance and Certification

• Why are Material requirements 
important?
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Materials Acceptance and Certification

• FDOT has 3 basic contract 
concepts in Division 1 that apply 
to all contracts
– Section 9

• Method of Measurement

• Basis of Payment
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Materials Acceptance and Certification

• Method of Acceptance (MOA) - 
Specifications Section 6

• FDOT has 2 categories in the Specs

–Somebody samples and tests or

–Somebody certifies

• APL is a subset of Certification MOA
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Materials Acceptance and Certification

• Method of Acceptance (MOA) - 
CPAM

• CPAM has 3 categories
–Sampling and Testing

–Certification

–Visual Inspection*
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Materials Acceptance and Certification

• Visual Inspection*
–Not normally documented in MAC 

–Except for 
• Guardrail stamps

• Stabilizing Mix Depth Checks

• Asphalt sublots
–For Lot Report
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Materials Acceptance and Certification
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Materials Acceptance and Certification

• PA or delegate
• System user in the PA role

– Not necessarily the actual PA
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Materials Acceptance and Certification

• The clay liner shall be of plastic soils 
consisting of A-5, A-6, A-7 or A-2-7 
(AASHTO M145) material with more 
than 25%  passing the No. 200 U.S. 
standard sieve. The clay soils shall be 
free of  organic content and shall provide 
a minimum saturated unit weight of 115  
pounds per cubic foot.
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• Sampling and Testing
– What Test(s)?
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• Sampling and Testing
– Who tests? 
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• Sampling and Testing
– Who tests? 
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• Sampling and Testing
– How often?
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– How often?
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• Sampling and Testing
– Does it need a qualified sampler, tester, lab?
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• Sampling and Testing
– Does it need a qualified sampler, tester, lab?
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• Sampling and Testing
– Does it have to be produced at a facility 

under the Aggregate Control Program or QC 
Program?

Florida Department of

TRANSPORTATION

Materials Acceptance and Certification



• Sampling and Testing
– Does it have to be produced at a facility 

under the Aggregate Control Program or QC 
Program?
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• Sampling and Testing
– Does it have to be produced at a facility 

under the Aggregate Control Program or QC 
Program?
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• Sampling and Testing
– What is passing criteria?
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• Sampling and Testing

– What happens when there is a failure?

• How bad is bad enough to remove & 
replace?

– Examples?
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• Sampling and Testing

– What happens when there is a failure?

• How bad is bad enough to remove & 
replace?

– Examples?
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• Certification
–Who certifies?

•Contractor, Producer, Manufacturer?
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• Certification
–What does it have to say?
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• Certification
–How often?

–You will see a specific example 
in the Structural Materials 
presentation
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• What does method of measurement 
or basis of payment have to do with 
method of acceptance?

• The 3 concepts are related
– You will find MOA requirements in 

Method of Measurement & Basis of 
Payment language
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MAC Materials have more than 1 MOA
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• Multiple scenarios and we don’t 
know what the Contractor is 
going to use

• PA is responsible for identifying 
the MOA and noting when one 
isn’t used
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Not 285
• Optional material pay items:

• Base

–Asphalt

–Rock

• Limerock, GAB, Shell Base, Shell-Rock
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• Precast
– IPC Plant and 105 Certification

• Cast in Place
– Structural Concrete Plant with Drilled Shaft 

Mix Design

– Reinforcing Steel

– Curing Compound
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• It’s not just failing material

• You gotta know your contract

–What Materials

–What MOA(s)
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Materials Acceptance and Certification
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