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DCE MEMORANDUM NO. 02-08

This Memo Has Expired
ROADWAY DESIGN BULLETIN 08-01

Date: January 14, 2008

To: District Construction Engineers and District Design Enginee

¥

Subject: Use of Steady Burn Lights on Temporary Traffic Control Devices

From: Brian A. Blanchard, P.E., Director, Office of Construction
David C. O’'Hagan, P.E. State Roadway Design Enginee

!
!

Copies: Ananth Prasad, Jim Mills, David Sadler

RECOMMENDATION: The MOTC recommends the continued use of steady burn lights
on channelizing devices. Districts are therefore advised to enforce and maintain the use
of channelizing devices in accordance with Index 600 requirements, and to cease with
any further independent field experiments being conducted on this matter.

BACKGROUND: The Maintenance of Traffic Committee (MOTC) received several
requests from the Districts to revisit the Department’s policy requiring the use of Type C
Steady Burn lights during hours of darkness on channelizing devices. In response, the
MOTC reviewed a number of studies completed by different states and educational
institutions which provided a range of recommendations and conclusions.

FINDINGS: Among those studies reviewed (see attached summary), several appear to
point to “littte or no benefit” when installing steady burn lights in work zones. The
discussions range from “no effect in tangent areas” to “minimal benefit” in transitional
areas dealing with specific driver reactions. On the other hand, none of the studies
established sufficient evidence to support a decision to eliminate the use of steady burn
lights at this time. Additionally, none of these studies were conducted in areas that would
represent the unique driving characteristics within Florida which includes large numbers
of elder road users and tourists, both domestic and foreign.
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