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RECOMMENDATION
Recommendation of Disputc Review Boar.|
Dispute No. 1 District - Turnpike
Hearing Date - Dec. 9, 1999 Project - Sunceist Parkway 1 - Sect. 2A&213
Contractor - Cone Constructors Contrict No, 20186
DISPUTE

During the removal of existing 5.R.54, Cone Constructers encountercd widening strips with a 6"
asphaltic concrete base. Cone stopped work and lled notice of ¢laim,. The claim was
immediately denied by the Department, and Cone was directed to resume work. Cone requested
a ime extension and compensation for any additional time and cost involved in removing the
asphalt base material.

CONTRACTOR’'S POSITION

The asphalt base material encountered on S.R.54, which was not shown on the plans, s a sitc
condition of an unusual nature which differs matcriaily from thos: ordinarily encountered, and
could not have heen fureseen by Cone at bid time.

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION

The Plans and Contract Documents did not specify what type of base material existed along
S.R.54 to be removed in the clcaring and grubbing operation Asptalt basc is once of the optional
base materials provided to contractors,and is commonly used throughout Flonda as a widening
maltcrizl.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Contract Documents did not specify the type of basc matcrial under S.R.54, so the
Contractor has {0 make his own cstimate of the type and depth of pavement to be removed
Paragraph 4-3.4 Differiag Site Conditions of The Flonda Departinent of Transportation
Standard Specifications states, in pari, “.... if subsurface or latent physical conditions atrc
encountered at the site differing materiaily from thosc indicaied in the contract or if unknown
physical condilions of an unusual nature.differing materially from thosc ordinarily encountercd
and generally recognized as inherent in the work provided for in the contract, are encountered at
the site, the party discovering such conditions shall promptly notily (he other party..."

In peninsula Florida the roadway bases most utilized arc limerock, asphalt, soil cerent, and
shell. Limcrock 15 the most prevalent basc matcrial, but asphalt is uscd quite extensively under
widcning strips.it is the Board's opinion thal the asphalt basc beneath the widening strips did not
constitute an unusual condition.

The Board therefore finds in favor of the Department.
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